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     For those of you who expected this article to be the 

normal since this is November—let’s do a traditional 

thanksgiving column—sorry to disappoint you. The sec-

ond half of this year has been filled with unexpected and 

unwelcomed surprises. First, in late June, I injured my 

shoulder. The frustrating part of the injury was it occurred 

while simply doing some stretching. Fortunately, after a 

battle with the insurance company, they approved an MRI 

that helped diagnosis it as a sprain, needing only some 

physical therapy. Fortunately, there are good physical 

therapists in Saratoga.  

     Then during the Fourth of July holiday, my car devel-

oped an engine problem. At the time, I did not realize that 

due to back orders and some incompetence on the part of 

the Laramie Ford dealership, I would finally get my car 

back on September 30.  

     Just as the car issue was resolving itself, a new issue 

came to the fore involving my daughter, son-in-law and 

my grandchildren. Without getting into too many details, 

Emily and I are seeing more of our grandchildren than we 

were expecting.   

    Through all of this God has demonstrated his provision 

through the people of this church. When choosing a physi-

cal therapist, I was able to reflect on how so many of you 

have availed yourself of a local physical therapist and ex-

perienced good results with him. That gave me confidence 

in using that person. The issue of transportation while my 

car was out of commission was resolved by a member of 

the congregation providing me with her spare car until 

Ford provided me with a loaner vehicle. Regarding the 

situation with our grandchildren, various members of this 

church also are providing Emily and I some “respite re-

lief”, allowing us to go to Sacramento for a wedding the 

last week of October. Also, you all have put up with the 

occasional “speaking in tongues” by my grandchildren 

during worship and Margaret’s occasional joining her 

grandpa up front. Thank you for all your support.   

    From November 10-13 I will be in Louisville for a con-

ference of Presbytery Moderators. That means on Novem-

ber 13, there will be a guest speaker during worship. The 

other Sundays this month I will be preaching from (don’t 

be shocked) the Old Testament passages of the Lectionary. 

Granted, I do not use the Lectionary very often, but this 

month I was inspired by those passages.—Blessings, Pas-

tor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for month of November 
 

Nov. 6—Psalm 145:17-21   Nov. 13—Guest Preacher 

Nov. 20—Jeremiah 23:1-6 Christ the King Sunday 

also, the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service 

Nov. 27—Isaiah 2:1-5   The first Sunday of Advent 
 

Annual Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, Nov. 20, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

      The Platte Valley Ministerial Association will be spon-

soring our annual ecumenical Thanksgiving service on 

Sunday, Nov. 20. Our scheduled guest speaker will be the 

Rev. Bobbe Fitzhugh. Rev. Fitzhugh is serving the St. 

James Episcopal Church (Encampment) and is the Cannon 

for Mission, Outreach and Evangelism for the Episcopal 

Church of Wyoming. 

     The worship service will 

take place at 5:00 p.m. in the 

sanctuary of the First Presby-

terian Church of Saratoga. 

There will be a pot luck din-

ner at St. Anne’s Catholic 

church parish hall following 

the worship service. More 

information concerning the 

pot luck will be forthcoming.
—submitted by Pastor Steve 

Niccolls  

Minister, family experience ‘unexpected and unwelcomed surprises’ 

Some of the most vibrant 
Fall colors seen in years 
graced the mountain this 
Autumn as portrayed by 
this beautiful picture shot 
by Rod Weinman in the 
Sierra Madres.—photo taken 
while hunting with Dick Perue 



 

Blessed Are the Pure in Heart:  Final Thoughts 
 

    In so much of Scripture, the heart is the ‘heart’ of the matter.  Therefore, we are spending one more month on this 
Beatitude.   I titled this article “Final Thoughts”, but it is by no means the final ‘word’ on the subject, simply some 
additional Scriptural messages to consider and hopefully take to ‘heart’ – pun intended! 
    John Piper, pastor, author, and seminary chancellor, on his web page “desiringGod.org”, wrote:  “The heart is 
what you are, in the secrecy of your thought and feeling, when nobody knows but God.  And what you 
are at the invisible root matters as much to God as what you are at the visible branch.  ‘Man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’  [1 Samuel 16:7]”   
    Purity of heart was prominent in the Old Testament as well as the words of Jesus.  David wrote in Psalm 
24:  “Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And who shall stand in His holy place?  He who 
has clean hands and a pure heart…”   who does not lift up his soul to what is false, and does 
not swear deceitfully.”  [vv.3-4]  John Piper explains that “a pure heart…has nothing to do 
with falsehood.  It is painstakingly truthful and free from deceitfulness.  Deceit is…when you 
will two things… You will to do one thing and you will that people think you are doing an-
other. …  That is impurity of heart.  Purity of heart is to will one thing [only], namely to 
‘seek the face of the Lord’.  [Psalm 24:6]”   
    Jesus’ half-brother James also had a lot to say about purity of heart.  James 4:8 says: “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you [people] of 
double mind.”  “But notice”, Piper points out, “how the [people] are described who need to purify their 
hearts:  ‘[those] of double mind.’  The impurity of double-mindedness is explained in James 4:4 …”  Ac-
cording to James, the double-minded person divides his heart between God and the world.  Piper’s analogy 
is a wife who has both a husband and a boyfriend [or a husband with a wife and a girlfriend].  James actu-
ally calls his readers “adulterous people” and states plainly that “whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.”  
     “Purity of heart… [Piper explains] … is to will one thing, namely, full and total allegiance to 
God…”  [Emphasis mine]  And he concludes with this admonition:  “If you want to be pure in heart, pur-
sue God with utter single-mindedness.  Purity of heart is to will that one thing.”  And when you “draw 
near to the Lord” with “clean hands and a pure heart”, God “will draw near to you”. 
                  —submitted by Virginia Senne 

Next ‘Gather at the Table’ menu set 
Chicken cacciatore, rice with mixed vegetables, crepes, 

dessert and a beverage will be featured on the menu at the 

next “Gather at the Table” free meal Monday, Nov. 7, from 

4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the Saratoga Presbyterian Church Fel-

lowship Hall on corner of 3rd & Bridge Sts. 

The sponsoring committee urges everyone to plan to at-

tend, eat, visit and enjoy the free meal and fellowship. No 

charge, no reservations, not restrictions, just show up with 

friends and family. 

For those who need to ask, “Chicken Cacciatore” is chick-

en wrapped in a crepe, served over a bed of rice incorporated 

with mixed vegetables and then spaghetti sauce poured over 

the top of all of it. Dessert will be chocolate and/or vanilla 

cake with fruit sauce over the top and a dollop of whipped 

cream. 

“Gather at the Table” is a non-profit charity extension of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga. Its mission is to 

provide a welcoming meal to anyone who desires fellowship 

in and around this community. 

Meals will be prepared and served buffet style by volun-

teers in order to provide families and individuals a free hot 

meal once a month in order to “fulfill a physical and spiritual 

hunger by reflecting the teachings of Jesus Christ with love 

and openness through serving others,” according to the re-

cently organized “Gather at the Table” committee. 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

We early risers  gather at  8:15a.m. on Sunday mornings 

to read and discus God’s word. Our present study is the 

book of Acts written by the Gospel writer Luke, a learned 

man and a physician. His topic in this book of the Bible 

follows the Disciples in their mission to spread the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

Last Sunday, we read of a vision sent to Cornelius, a cen-

turion and a devout man, to send for Simon known as Peter. 

At the same time Peter had a vision to go with the men sent 

to him even though they were uncircumcised because his 

vision had showed him that he should not “call any man 

clean or unclean” Acts 10:28 (in those times a devout Jew 

would not associate with a Gentile). 

When Peter, the men that had been sent and some of Si-

mon’s brothers, arrived at Cornelius’ house they  found 

many people gathered. Cornelius told of his vision and said 

they were “here in the presence of God to listen to every-

thing the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” Acts 10:33. 

As Peter spoke the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 

message, even the Gentiles. This astonished the circum-

cised believers that had come with Peter and opened the 

way for the Early Church to be expanded to the Gentiles. 

Come and join us on Sunday mornings to follow the Acts 

of the Disciples as narrated by Luke. 



 

Joy of Gratitude is Gift of Happiness 
 

 

“It should promote your feeling of thankfulness as an 

American citizen to remember that our country is at 

peace”, reads the banner of “The Wyoming Tribune” of 

Cheyenne in its Nov. 28, 1912 issue. In a prominent place 

below the flag and banner of the newspaper was the fol-

lowing Thanksgiving message penned by the Rev. George 

Davidson, Rector at St. Mark’s Church: 

“The joy of gratitude is the gift of happiness. A nation’s 

act of Thanksgiving to God must result in God's gift to that 

nation of continued prosperity. We do well therefore, to set 

aside one day out of the year for a general Thanksgiving 

Day. To allow the day to go by without some act of praise 

and thanksgiving to ‘Him who giveth all’ is to defeat the 

very purpose for which the day is intended. We are patriot-

ic or unpatriotic, we are religious or irreligious according 

as we, as a nation, keep the spirit of this Thanksgiving 

Day. 

“To be good people according to our respective lights 

and abilities, to do right, to grow in grace, to develop char-

acter and strength and unselfishness, to love and to be 

loved, and as far as within us lies to promote righteousness 

on this earth are aspirations and ideals which are not too 

lofty for us as a nation. The goal they point to is really that 

towards which we would direct our course. Let us thank 

God today for the progress we, as a nation, have made to-

ward this end. 
“If greediness and harsh exactions are the price of 

riches, we would rather be less rich. If self-seeking and 

egotism are the price of fame, we 

would rather continue somewhat ob-

scure. In so far as our principles are 

sound and well founded we hold 

them to be beyond price and would 

not deliberately sacrifice them for 

apparent advantage. Let us thank 

God today for all the moral stamina 

and courage of conviction to which 

the people of this nation has attained. 

“A nation which chooses high ideals as the goal towards 

which its people must struggle is wise in these preferences, 

for what we are after is not so much the means to buy hap-

piness, as happiness itself, and we know that the basis of 

happiness is the love and contentment which flows from a 

clean heart and a Christian conscience. What we as a na-

tion have reason to fear is not that we should choose the 

baser part, but to fear the baser part as the thin end of the 

wedge that in time might separate us from our ideals. 

“Let us be thankful, then, for all the right choices we 

make when we have to choose—for all the unseen influ-

ences which help us to choose aright—for whatever with-

holds us or diverts us from a course which is not our true 

course— for the Everlasting Arms which are around about 

us withholding us from any ideal of apparent advantage or 

present ease which might constrain us from a nobler desti-

ny.”—compiled and submitted by Dick Perue, Echo editor 

Just a Common Veteran 
 

He was getting old and paunchy and his hair was falling fast. 
And he sat around the Legion, telling stories of the past. 
Of a war that he once fought in and the deeds that he had done, 
In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroes, every one. 
 

And ‘tho sometimes to his neighbors his tales became a joke, 
All his buddies listened quietly for they knew where of he spoke. 
But we’ll hear his tales no longer, for ol’ Joe has passed away, 
And the world’s a little poorer for a Veteran died today. 
 

He won’t be mourned by many, just his children and his wife. 
For he lived an ordinary, very quiet sort of life. 
He held a job and raised a family, going quietly on his way; 
And the world won’t note his passing, ‘tho a Veteran died today. 
 

When politicians leave this earth, their bodies lie in state, 
While 1000s note their passing, & proclaim that they were great. 
Papers tell of their life stories from the time they were young 
But the passing of a Veteran goes unnoticed and unsung. 
 

Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of our land, 
Some jerk who breaks his promise and cons his fellow man? 
Or the ordinary fellow who in times of war and strife, 
Goes off to serve his country and offers up his life? 
 

The politician’s stipend and the style in which he lives, 
Are often disproportionate to the service that he gives. 
While the ordinary Veteran, who offered up his all, 
Is paid off with a medal and perhaps a pension, small. 
 

It is not the politicians with their compromise and ploys, 
Who won for us the freedom that our country now enjoys. 
Should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand, 
Would your want some cop-out, with his every waffling stand? 
Or would you want a Veteran, his home, his country, his kin, 
Just a common Veteran, who would fight until the end. 
 

He was just a common Veteran, and his ranks are growing thin, 
But his presence should remind us we may need his likes again. 
For when countries are in conflict, we find the Veteran’s part 
Is to clean up all the troubles that the politicians start. 
                 —Author: just an unknown common Veteran 
 

         —submitted by Dick Perue, a proud U.S. Air Force veteran 



 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 
Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 
The Deacons served their last Fall Soup Luncheon on 

Thursday Oct. 27, 2022.  We wish to thank everyone for 

the many delicious soups, breads and rolls, and desserts 

that were donated to these soup luncheons. Our soup 

luncheons are loved by the entire community, however, 

they are a lot of hard work. We could never had done it 

without a lot of help from our whole congregation. 

Thanks also to Dick Perue for the donation of one of his 

cash boxes to the Deacons. Thanks to all our church and 

community friends who came and had fellowship with us.  

With this money, the Deacons can accomplish projects on 

behalf of our church. 

The Deacons will be hosting a “special” donut Sunday 

on Nov. 13. We received a financial gift from Clarice 

Moore, a former member of our church who has moved 

out of state, to plan a donut Sunday in honor of Dixie 

Johnson.  Dixie and her husband Bert had been very active 

in our church for a very long time. Dixie had bought do-

nuts for the Deacons' fifth Sunday for many years and so 

we all wish to honor her memory in this way. The Deacons 

will meet before worship service on that day to set up for 

“Donuts from Dixie”. 

Because the Deacons are hosting the donut Sunday on 

Nov. 13, the regular Deacons' meeting has been resched-

uled to Sunday, Nov. 20, after worship. 
 

HAPPY  THANKSGIVING EVERYONE!!!! 
 
 

        —submitted by Anne Wickstrom & Susan Collamer 

Session approves pastor’s leave, 
Sets Congregational Meeting 
 

The Session held its monthly meeting on October 20. 
The meeting was routine with only a couple of motions 
passed. The first was confirming an email vote to approve 
Pastor Steve to take study leave from Nov. 10-13 to attend 
a Presbytery moderators conference in Louisville, KY. 

The other motion that passed was to set November 27 as 
the date for a special Congregational Meeting to elect of-
ficers for the 2023 year. (If you are interested in serving as 
an elder or a deacon let Pastor Steve or Alice Swanson 
know.)    

The next Session meeting is Nov. 17, at 4:30 p.m.   

Among the many Deacons and volunteers helping 
with the Fall Soup Luncheons were: (standing left to 
right) Jean Bush, Carol Jo Jones, Susan Collamer and 
Gloria Rakness, with Anne Wickstrom, seated.—photo 
by Carlene Sjoden. 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 
Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 


