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Joy of being a proud grandparent
Greetings everyone:
On March 31, I added a new title. I became a grandpa. I
have been asked by our publisher to write about being a
grandpa. I am not sure what to say. Most of you have many
more years of experience being grandparents. I can say that
holding a small newborn is a humbling experience. It serves
as a reminder that all of us started as a small baby, totally at
the mercy of others to provide for our needs.
I am looking forward to seeing what the future holds for
Margaret as she grows and matures. Many people have declared that babies are God’s
Grandpa
way of declaring the Al- Steve with
mighty still has plans for Margaret
the world to continue.
(While I like the thought, I
am not aware of any Scriptural support for that belief.) Such a though provides comfort to some degree. However, at the same
time as we see a nation in
great turmoil, it also provides a lot of encouragement to pray for our nation and what
the future has in store for our grandchildren and even great
grandchildren.
In this edition of the Echo, there is an announcement for a
class I will be leading this summer. It will be a study on the
book How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, by Gordon Fee
and Douglas Stuart. In this book, the authors delve into how
to read each type of literature found in the Bible in such a
way as to get the most out of it.
To get the most out of this class, it will be helpful to read
the chapter(s) assigned before the class meeting. I taught this
class once in California and it got rave reviews. It also
opened some of the students’ eyes as to how much they were
missing in their study of the Bible. This class will require
some work, but the more you put into it, the more you will
get out. The announcement provides more details as to schedule and cost.
Finally, as we get to May, there are two ecumenical services that will take place. The annual National Day of Prayer
service will take place on May 6 in our sanctuary and the
annual baccalaureate service will take place at the Platte Valley Community Center on May 23. Both events start at
7:00pm. —Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for May
May 2—1 John 4:7-21
May 9—John 15:9-17 Happy Mother’s Day
May 16—John 8:1-11
May 23—John 16:4-15 Day of Pentecost.
It is traditional to wear something red.
May 30—Philippians 1:1-11

May 2021

When God Made Mothers
While the Good Lord was creating mothers, He was into
His sixth day of “overtime: when the Angel appeared and
said, “You’re doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.” And
the Lord said, Have you ever read the specs on this order?
She has to be completely washable, but not plastic. Have 180
movable parts. . .all replaceable. Run on black coffee and
leftovers. Have a lap that disappears when she stands up.
Have a kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg to a
disappointed love affair. And have six pairs of hands!”
The Angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six pair of
hands…not possible.”
“It’s not the hands that are causing me problems,” said the
Lord. “It’s the three pairs of eyes that mothers have to have.”
“That’s on the standard model?”, asked the Angel. The
Lord nodded, “One pair that can see through closed doors
when she asks, ‘What are your kids doing in there?’ when
she already knows. Another here in the back of her head that
sees what she shouldn’t, but what she has to now, and of
course, the ones here in front that can look at a child when he
goofs up and reflects, ‘I understand and I love you’ without
so much as uttering a word.”
“Lord,” said the Angel, touching His sleeve gently, “go to
bed and work on it tomorrow.”
“I can’t,” said the Lord, “I’m so close to creating something so close to Myself. Already I have one who heals herself when she’s sick...can feed a family of six on one pound
of hamburger...and can get a nine-year-old to stand under a
shower.”
The Angel circled the model of the Mother very slowly.
“It’s too soft,” she signed. “But tough,” said the Lord excitedly. “You can’t imagine what this Mother can do or endure.”
“Can it think?”
inquired the Angel. “Not only
think, but it can
reason and compromise,” said the
Creator.
Finally,
the
Angel bent over and ran her fingers across the cheek.
“There’s a leak,” she pronounced. “I told you that you were
trying to put too much into this model. You can’t ignore the
stress factor.”
The Lord moved in for a closer look and gently lifted the
drop of moisture to His finger where it glistened and sparkled
in the light. “It’s not a leak,” He said. “It’s a tear.” “A tear?”,
asked the Angel. “What’s it for?”
“It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, compassion, pain,
loneliness and pride,” answered the Lord.
“You are a Genius,” said the Angel.
Somberly, God said, "I didn't put it there.”
—Written by Erma Bombeck, submitted by Gloria Rakness

April 15 Session meeting highlights
On April 15, the Session held its monthly meeting.
The majority of the Session meeting was spent receiving
reports from the various committees, and the pastor.
There were a few action items voted on by the Session.
During the pastor’s report, there was a request that the
Platte Valley Ministerial Alliance be permitted to use the
sanctuary for the annual National Day of Prayer service
on May 6 at 7:00 p.m. That request was approved.
The other action items involved worship. Session decided to continue leaving offering plates in the front of
the church and in the Narthex and not to resume passing
the plate. Our treasurer reported that giving has remained steady during this year where we have not
passed the plate. The other vote was to continue not having indoor fellowship after worship services in May. It
was agreed that as the weather improved, if there were
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people who were interested hosting fellowship time out
on the lawn of the church, that would be acceptable.
During the discussion on fellowship, it was emphasized that hosting fellowship times is something that the
congregation as a whole should be doing. This is not a
Deacon responsibility, although the Deacons do from
time to time host the fellowship. Those hosting should
be aware, that they are responsible for setting up, serving
and cleaning up afterwards.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for May 20 at
4:30 p.m. —submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

…As We Forgive Those Who Trespass Against Us (part 3 of 3)
Paul understood what Jesus meant in the model prayer. He wrote in Ephesians 4:32: “Be kind…to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” Selwyn Hughes’ discussion of this vitally important spiritual
command is so wise and insightful that I’m going to quote it in its’ entirety.
“If we are to grow spiritually and live in the fullness that God desires for us, we not only need to experience divine
forgiveness for our own issues and sins, [but we must] extend forgiveness to those who have offended us.
“Perhaps you might be saying at this moment: ‘But I can’t forgive: I have been hurt too deeply.’ Then,
may I say it very tenderly, but very solemnly, our creator and our all-knowing, all-wise, all-holy and all
-loving heavenly Father knows best how the human personality was created to work – and when we
hold unforgiveness in our hearts, we begin, slowly but surely (like grit in the cogs of a machine) to find
it harder and harder to function… If unforgiveness is something you are struggling with today, then the
place to start, as with any difficulty, is to be honest with God… Ask God to fill your heart and mind
with a fresh revelation and experience of just how much you have been forgiven. [Emphasis mine]
“We were designed to forgive from a place of forgiveness. This is an extremely difficult and delicate matter. To
paraphrase C.S. Lewis, ‘forgiveness is a wonderful thing until there’s someone to forgive.’ … As we take these initial steps in forgiving those who trespass against us, God will take our hands and walk with us to lead us through to
complete wholeness and restoration.”
In the course of my Australian ministry, I’ve had a number of calls for counselling in the area of forgiveness. As I’ve talked with and prayed with people who thought they could ‘never’ forgive, Holy
Spirit has shown them – and me – the wonderful power of forgiveness to mend broken hearts. It has
been said truly that “holding on to unforgiveness is like taking poison, hoping that the person who hurt
you will die”. You need to let it go – and with God’s help, you can. You have only to ask Him! If
you are at a loss as to how to talk to your heavenly Father about this issue, may I suggest the following
prayer, compiled from Hughes’s writings?
Dear Lord Jesus, You forgave those who nailed You to a cross, and You died on that cross so that my sins might
be forgiven. I want to follow Your example and forgive everyone who has sinned against me. Help me to search
my heart to see if I am harboring any unforgiveness towards another. If so, I seek Your grace to forgive them. It
is hard, Lord Jesus, but I can do it in Your strength and power, and I ask You to help me now. In Your name I
pray and thank you! Amen!
—Virginia Senne

Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
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Joys of being a new grandmother, as
most of you know Steve and I were
blessed on March 31st with our first
grandchild, Margaret Abigail Ainsley
Sherwood came into the world after a
long labor (over 24 hours) and
weighed in at 7-lbs. 12.2-oz. and 20
inches long. She has a full head of hair that is shifting from dark brown to a
bronze color. I was able to spend three weeks in Boise, Ida., with the parents,
Susan and Jeff Sherwood, (above) helping them before and after the birth. Steve
was able to come after Easter and spend time with us. Here are three pictures
taken since she was born with the ones of Steve (front page) and I with her taken
by me. The picture of the young family was taken by Suzanne Sherwood (Jeff's
mom).—submitted by Emily Niccolls

Day of Prayer, Baccalaureate, May Ecumenical Events
This month, there are two services that are being sponsored by the Platte Valley
Ministerial Alliance. The first event is the annual National Day of Prayer on May 6.
This year the service will take place at our sanctuary, starting at 7:00 pm. The service
will include prayers for those in the military, our first responders, governmental leaders at every level of our state and nation. We will also pray for those in the school
district, our business community, those in the media and finally we will pray for the
Holy Spirit to awaken our churches. This service is open to all.
On May 23, again at 7:00 p.m., the annual baccalaureate service will be held. This
year, with the COVID restrictions being eased, we will be honoring the district’s high
school graduates at the Platte Valley Community Center. There will be refreshments
after the service and each of the area’s churches are being asked to donate cookies for
the event. Again, this service is open to the public.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls

Form to update church directory
The church is updating their directory. Please fill out the requested information and turn it in to the office. Please feel free to add information on the back.
We should have the directory available by mid-June or early July.
Name ________________________________________________________
Home Ph. No.____________________ Cell Ph. No.___________________
Alternate Phone # _______________________
Mailing address: Box # _______ City_____________ State ____ ZIP______
Physical address ________________________________________________
Winter address _________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________
Birth date (month and day) _________________________
Permission to publish this information in our directory: Yes _____No _____
Out of town persons please clip completed form and mail to:
First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga P. O. Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331

Announcing summer study schedule
One of the reports that Session received was from the
Christian Education Committee (CE). In consultation with
Pastor Steve, it is sponsoring a mid-week study on the book
How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth by Gordon Fee and
Douglas Stuart. As the title implies, this book will teach us
how to get the most out of our reading of Scripture. The committee recognized that the book’s $15.00 price tag would be a
barrier to participation for many people. Therefore, using
money from the CE budget and some money set aside for
Vacation Bible School, the committee will pay for $10.00 of
the $15.00 of the book. Each person will need to pay only
$5.00 for the book. Couples from the same household can
easily share one book.
Pastor Steve is currently planning to start the study on
June 15 with both a 2:30 afternoon class and a 6:30 or 7:00
evening class. The classes will continue through September 7
or 14, with no class on July 6 and August 24. As always, Pastor Steve is willing to change or add meeting dates to accommodate people’s schedules.
The current schedule is: June 15—Chapters 1 and 2 (The
need to interpret and tools to interpret); June 22—Chapters 3
and 4 (The Epistles); June 29—Chapter 5 (Old Testament
Narratives); July 13—Chapter 6 (Acts); July 20—Chapter 7
(Gospels); July 27—Chapter 8 (Parables); Aug. 3—Chapter 9
(Laws and Covenants); Aug.—10 Chapter 10 (The Prophets);
Aug.17—Chapter 11 (The Psalms); Aug.31—Chapter 12
(Wisdom Literature); Sept. 7 or 13—Chapter 13
(Revelation).
The church office will order the books. To make sure
those who sign up for the class will get the books with sufficient time to read the first two chapters before the first class,
we will need you to sign up for the class by May 24. We can
accept the payment for the books later if necessary, but
please let Pastor Steve know by May 24 if you wish to participate. This promises to be a great class that will inform us
and possibly challenge us to dig deeper into Scripture as we
read it. Pastor Steve encourages everyone who wishes to get
more out of their reading of Scripture to sign up.—submitted
by Pastor Steve Niccolls

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

DEACONS' DOINGS
Deacons giving out Easter bags on Palm Sunday were
from left, Susan Collamer and Sandy Willford. Receiving the gift is Teense Willford with Gloria Rakness and
Jean Bush in background. It was reported that no Deacons meeting was held April 11, due to lack of quorum.
Next meeting via text with date to be announced.—photo
& information by Carlene Sjoden

Happy Mothers Day!

Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study Group has been meeting after
Sunday morning worship in the Fellowship Hall for the
last several Sundays and will continue this practice until
we are able to have Fellowship time after Church for the
congregation. We are close to the end of our Easter season
study Near the Cross. We have enjoyed our time reading
and discussing the insights of the author of the study Rev.
Kenneth Carter Jr. about Paul’s letter to the Philippians
and his lessons on how to lead a Christian life.
We will soon decide on our next area of study. All are
welcome to join us Sunday Mornings for lively discussion
of the teachings of the Bible.—submitted by Sonja Collamer

