
Celebrating ‘patriotic holidays’ 
Greetings everyone 

     The next five weeks will provide us the opportunity to 

celebrate three different “patriotic holidays.” Tomorrow is 

Memorial Day. Then on June 14 we celebrate flag day. 

Finally on July 4 we celebrate the day the First Continen-

tal Congress declared our independence from England. 

The question that every pastor has to ask and answer, and 

every Christian should confront as well, is how do we 

celebrate these holidays? Perhaps a better way to word the 

question is this: “When does patriotic celebrations of our 

nation turn into idolatry?  

     On a recent Sunday, I had a member of this congrega-

tion suggest that I preach a sermon, or even a series of ser-

mons, on patriotism compared to our loyalty to Christ. I 

have preached on this topic in the past. Romans 13 and 

Jeremiah 29 provide a good starting place for studying this 

topic. 

    With flag day coming up, it is interesting to watch so-

cial media and listen to debates raging around the flag of 

the United States and the Pledge of Alliance. Those who 

support abolishing the pledge often complain about a line 

that was added in 1954 stating “One nation under 

God.” (The pledge was first published in 1892 and was 

adopted officially in 1942 with no reference to God.)  

     For most of my life I never questioned whether a Chris-

tian should even say the pledge. It was a given. However, I 

now wonder. The pledge opens with, “I pledge allegiance 

to the flag of the United States of America” Okay, what 

does the Bible say about pledging allegiance to anything 

other than God? In Matthew 6:24, Christ declares, “No 

one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other.” Furthermore, the literal translation of the First 

Commandment declares “You shall have no other gods 

before my face.” (Exodus 20:3) Is pledging allegiance to 

the flag creating another god before the one true God? 

     I do not want to suggest that we cannot be loyal citi-

zens of the United States and faithful Christians. We in-

deed can be both loyal citizens and faithful Christians. 

Many faithful Christians have served our country with 

great distinction. But we do need to be careful with our 

patriotic fervor. I will continue discussing the topic of 

Christianity and patriotism in our next issue, which will be 

published around July 4. In that article, I will analyze how 

the events of January 6 demonstrate what happens when 

people become blinded by a charismatic leader and loose 

their first love. I know what I have just written will rub 

some, maybe even many of you the wrong way. I am will-

ing to discuss the points with anyone who wishes to have a 

civil discussion.   —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
           

Scripture Passages for June 
 

(We will be continuing the sermon series on Paul’s letter 

to the Philippians, started on May 30.) 

June 6—Philippians 1:12-26                                               

 June 13—Philippians 1:22-2:4 and 2:12-28 

  June 20—Philippians 2:5-11                                          

   June 27—Philippians 3:1-11 

This sermon series is inspired by a series of lectures I lis-

tened to by Prof. N.T. Wright as part of my on-line study 

leave back in February.  

--- River’s Edge Echo --- 
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“It cannot be emphasized 

too strongly or too often 

that this great nation was 

founded, not by 

religionists, but 

by Christians, 

not on religions, 

but on gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 

For this very 

reason peoples 

of other faiths 

have been 

afforded 

asylum, 

prosperity, 

and freedom 

of worship 

here” 
—Patrick Henry 

Flag Day June 14 

 —Message and graphics submitted by Dick Perue 

Small herd of Big Horn sheep, foreground, graze in 

meadow along Highway 230 near Wyoming/Colorado 

state line south of Big Creek Ranch. 

Photo by 

Sherry Parlow 



 

And Lead Us Not Into Temptation… 
 

   James 1:2 [KJV]: “…count it all joy when ye fall into divers [various] temptations…”.  And the NIV:  “Consider it 

pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds… ”  [Emphasis mine]   Why, then, did Je-

sus teach us to pray “lead us not into temptation”?   

   First, what are the trials or temptations that the Bible speaks of?  A “trial” is defined as: “a person, thing, or situa-

tion that tests a person's endurance or forbearance.”  Similarly, “temptation” in the Bible refers to an external test of 

an individual, created either by God or by Satan.  Examples of temptations are found throughout both the Old and 

New Testaments.  It is not a sin to be tempted, but it is a sin to give in to it, as in the “original sin” of Adam and Eve, 

who gave in to the temptation of the serpent.  Another classic example is King David, when, from his rooftop, he saw 

beautiful Bathsheba bathing and gave in to the temptation of lust.   

   Scripture implies that God allows Christians to be tempted and that temptation itself actually has value because 

overcoming temptation strengthens one’s faith.  When we come to the phrase: “lead us not into temptation”, we are 

confronted with the question:  If temptation is good for us and is helpful, if not actually necessary, for our spiri-

tual growth, why would we ask God not to do something that helps accomplish His work within us?    
   Jesus was led into the wilderness “by the Spirit” to be tempted by the devil.  Should He 

have asked His Father not to let Him be tempted?  No, this was part of God’s plan for His 

Son’s life and ministry.  And Jesus was prepared – by knowing Scripture – to withstand 

Satan’s temptations.  (A good example for us!) 

   Selwyn Hughes suggests a possible answer to our question: “that Jesus…meant 

‘unrecognized temptation’.”  He explains that “when temptation is recognized, it can be 

resisted, and…it then becomes a source of strength and resilience in our lives.”  This is in 

keeping with the definitions of both “trial” and “temptation” that we gave above.  Imagine 

if Adam and Eve had prayed to their Father God: “Lead us not into temptation”!  Don’t let 

the evil one tempt us!  Give us the strength to resist!   How different human history would 

have been!  And while it would not have changed the course of history, how tragic that 

David’s ‘fall’ into temptation led to the murder of an innocent man and also to the death of 

David and Bathsheba’s baby!  

   Another possibility is that while trials or temptations are an important part of our spiritual development, perhaps we 

are to pray to be kept back, or preserved, from more temptation than we can cope with.  In other words, don’t let us 

be tempted more than we can handle.  But of course, we know that we cannot handle any temptation alone, but only 

by committing our ways to the Lord and letting His Holy Spirit direct our paths.  —Virginia Senne     

Session acts on ‘return to normal’ 
    On May 20, the Session held its monthly meeting. The 

majority of the Session meeting was spent receiving reports 

from the various committees, and the pastor. There were a 

few action items voted on by the Session. The Session ear-

lier in the month approved, by email vote, Pastor Steve’s 

request to have June 9-12 off for vacation. That approval 

was noted for inclusion into the minutes of the meeting. 

The Session also agreed with a request by Pastor Steve that 

Perue Printing be used to print the upcoming church direc-

tory. (Hopefully the directory will be available sometime 

this month.)   

    During the Worship and Music Committee report discus-

sions revolved around different aspects of worship. There 

was consensus that we return to the practice of  “passing the 

peace” starting with the May 30 worship service. While 

there was discussion regarding resuming fellowship, due to 

three members of Session not being able to attend, it was 

decided to wait until more members were available to de-

cide when to resume fellowship time.   

     The next Session meeting is scheduled for June 17, at 

4:30. —submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

History of Flag Day  
In the United States Flag Day is cele-

brated on June 14. It commemorates the 

adoption of the flag of the United States 

on June 14, 1777, by resolution of 

the Second Continental Congress. The 

Flag Resolution, passed on June 14, 

1777, stated: "Resolved, That the flag of 

the thirteen United States be thirteen 

stripes, alternate red and white; that the 

union be thirteen stars, white in a blue 

field, representing a new constellation." 

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson 

issued a proclamation that officially es-

tablished June 14 as Flag Day; on Au-

gust 3, 1949, National Flag Day was 

established by an act of Congress. Flag 

Day is not an official holiday, but is ob-

served by proclamation of the President 

of the United States.—Submitted by Dick 

Perue        —Bald Eagle photo by Sherry Parlow 



Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 
 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
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Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Vickie 

Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman 

Strickland, Van Skilling & Teense 

Willford. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Van Skilling & 

Teense Willford 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Nominating—Ken Collamer & Vickie 

Stolns 

Worship—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 

Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 

Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-

colls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 

Collamer, Sonja Collamer, John 

Wickstrom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

 

Observance of Memorial Day 
Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who died while in the mili-

tary service of their country, particularly those 

who died in battle or as a result of wounds 

sustained in battle. In other words, the purpose 

of Memorial Day is to memorialize the veter-

ans who made the ultimate sacrifice for their 

country.  We spend time remembering those 

who lost their lives and could not come home, 

reflecting on their service and why we have 

the luxury and freedom that we enjoy today. 

We might consider how we can support and 

safeguard their grieving families and loved 

ones who are left behind. 

Traditionally, on Memorial Day people visit 

cemeteries and memorials, and volunteers of-

ten place American flags on each grave site at 

cemeteries throughout the USA. 

The custom of honoring ancestors by clean-

ing cemeteries and decorating graves is an an-

cient and worldwide tradition, but the specific 

origin of Memorial Day—or Decoration Day, 

as it was first known—is unclear. 

In early rural America, this duty was usually 

performed in late summer and was an occasion 

for family reunions and picnics. After the Civil 

War, America’s need for a secular, patriotic 

ceremony to honor its military dead became 

prominent, as monuments to fallen soldiers 

were erected and dedicated, and ceremonies 

centering on the decoration of soldiers’ graves 

were held in towns and cities throughout 

the nation. 

After World War I, the day expanded to 

honor those who have died in all Ameri-

can wars. 

No less than 25 places have been named in 

connection with the origin of Memorial Day, 

and states observed the holiday on different 

dates. In 1971, Memorial Day became a na-

tional holiday by an act of Congress; it is now 

celebrated annually on the last Monday in May. The change moved Memorial 

Day from its traditional May 30 date.               —compiled & submitted by Dick Perue 

Upon returning from his California winter home Van Skilling, left, was 

installed as Elder and Session member by Pastor Steve Niccolls, center, as 

Clerk of Session John Wickstrom witnesses the proceedings. 

Photo by 

Sherry Parlow 

 

IF HE WERE ALIVE 

TODAY 
Would you pin a flower 

on his coat—the hallowed 

coat of your country's de-

fender? 

Would you smile into his 

love-lit eyes and wish him 

happiness? 

Then, since God in His 

infinite wisdom has called 

many of our Beloved He-

roes to the Great Beyond, 

place flowers on their 

graves in kindly remem-

brance and sincere appre-

ciation of the sacrifices 

they made. It is the least 

you can do for those who 

fought and died that you 

might be safe and happy. 
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Adult Bible Study 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study Class has finished our 

spring study “Near the Cross” and decided to take a break 

over the summer. 

The members will be attending one or the other of Pas-

tor Steve’s classes this summer. Hope to see you there, it 

will be an interesting study.—submitted by Sonja Collamer 

DEACONS' DOINGS 
 

Deacons met by text May 10-11, 2021.  All were in at-

tendance.  Details were firmed up to serve at Baccalaure-

ate.  Other items include joint meeting with Session, food 

at fellowship, and Card Ministry. 

Thank you to Cindy Kessler for sending the cards and 

Susan Collamer for donating postage stamps.  Deacons 

will adjourn meetings from June - August.  If there are 

congregation needs, please contact one of  us. 

May God bless you!—Submitted by Carlene Sjoden 

Deacons Sandy Willford and Carlene Sjoden served 

refreshments at Baccalaureate on May 23, 2021.  Pic-

tured are Sandy Willford and Caleb Lee, Encamp-

ment High School Senior.  Nine seniors from SM/HS 

and EHS as well as families, friends and community 

members attended the event sponsored by the Minis-

terial Alliance. —Photo by Carlene Sjoden 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

—Photo by Sherry Parlow 


