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     Welcome to 2022. As we look back at 2021, we see a 

year that brought both joys and challenges, just like any 

other year. We will be able to look back at last year, while 

also anticipating what lies ahead in the coming year at our 

annual meeting, which will take place after worship on 

January 23.  

      This month I will begin a six-week sermon series on 

the 10 Commandments. Most sermon series and articles 

on this topic focus on what the commandments tell us to 

do. This sermon series will be different. While we will 

look at what they command us to do, my focus will be on 

what the 10 Commandments tell us about God. As we 

look at the why those laws were given to Moses, we will 

learn more about our Heavenly Father. I pray that this ser-

mon series will give us more insight to the nature of God. 

      Finally, I would like to thank Session for the courage 

they demonstrated at the December meeting. As you will 

see in the Session Highlights, they approved a budget with 

a bottom line of $82,200. That is an increase of 4.6%. The 

Session and I are trusting that God will provide the funds 

needed to make this budget work. —Blessings, Pastor 

Steve 
 

Sermon passages for the month of January 
 

  Jan. 2—Exodus 20:1-3         Jan. 9—Exodus 20:4-7 

Jan. 16—Exodus 20:8-11 

Jan. 23— Exodus 20:12          Jan. 30—Exodus 20:14 

Pastor Steve to begin sermon series on Ten Commandments in January  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at Presbyterian Church 

Photo by Sherry Parlow 

Cowboy style New 

Year's resolutions 
 

Years ago, as a cub reporter I was 

interviewing an old-timer about New 

Year’s resolutions and asked if he 

made them. To which he replied, “nope, but I do recite my 

Maker’s commandments often beginning every New Year’s 

day.” From his tally book he produced the following: 
 

 1. Just one God.         2. Honor yer Ma & Pa. 

 3. No telling tales or gossipin”. 

 4. Git yourself to Sunday meeting. 

 5. Put nothin’ before God. 

 6. No foolin’ around with another fellow’s gal. 

 7. No killin’.               8. Watch yer mouth. 

 9. Don’t take what ain’t yers. 

10. Don’t be hankerin’ for yer buddy’s stuff. 
 

May we live up to God’s Commandments and find 

Faith, Peace, Prosperity, Health & Happiness in 2022! 
                                                  —submitted by Dick Perue 

Flight 2022 Instructions 
 

Good morning and welcome to Flight 2022. 

We are prepared to take off into the New Year. 

Please make sure our Positive Attitude and  Gratitude are 

secured and locked in the upright position. 

All self-destruct devices, pity, anger, selfishness, pride, and 

resentment should be turned off at this time. 

All negativity, hurt, & discouragement should be put away. 

Should you lose your Positive Attitude under pressure dur-

ing this flight, reach up and pull down a prayer. 

Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith. 

Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other 

passengers who are of little faith. 

There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight. 

God, our Captain, has cleared us for take off. 

Destination—GREATNESS! 

Wishing you a New Year filled with new HOPE, 

new JOY, and new BEGINNINGS! 
 

Stay Blessed! And Welcome in 2022. 
                                                     —submitted by Lori Erhart 

God 

Bless 

2022 



 

 

Introduction to The Beatitudes 

 

    The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), which includes the Beatitudes, is one of  the best-known parts of the 

Bible, particularly of the New Testament.  In this introduction, we will briefly consider the importance of the entire 

sermon; in future articles, we’ll delve into each of the eight Beatitudes. 

    This entire sermon is a description of the lifestyle of those who belong to the kingdom of God.  You might recall 

from our series on The Lord’s Prayer that in Matthew 13:33, Jesus was saying that the kingdom of God had already 

begun, that God was already ruling in the hearts of some of the people.  Those who repent of their sins, acknowledge 

the lordship of Jesus Christ, and gladly surrender to God’s rule in their hearts are in the kingdom of God.  

    Jesus is the King in God’s kingdom.  Jesus is not only the Savior, or Redeemer, of the Christian soul; He is also 

our Lord and our Teacher.  In his excellent book The Sermon on the Mount: Kingdom Life 

in a Fallen World, Sinclair Ferguson says:  “The ‘forgiven’ life and the ‘holy’ life are, in 

Jesus’ view, two sides of the same coin.” *  [Emphasis added]  

    The Sermon on the Mount, therefore, is one of Jesus’ greatest teaching times.  When we 

study this sermon with its’ comprehensive instructions on how to live ‘holy’ lives, it is like 

doing a Bible study one-on-one with Jesus!  And just as you would not do a Bible study 

with a stranger, or a ‘man on the street’, but only with someone you know and trust – your 

pastor, a Bible scholar and teacher, or a mature Christian friend – you need to know and 

trust the One with Whom you are doing THIS study – and you need to be in a right rela-

tionship with Him. 

    The Sermon on the Mount has been called the ‘manifesto’ of Jesus – His public declara-

tion of His policy in the kingdom of God. Have you heard it said that God gave Moses the 

Ten Commandments, not the Ten Suggestions?  Sincere Christians should view the Sermon on the Mount similarly.  

Since Jesus is King in the kingdom of God, with all “authority in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18), He is our 

Lord as well as our Savior and our Teacher as well as our Redeemer.  Jesus’ teaching in this sermon embodies the 

authority and lordship of Jesus Himself.  The Christian life only begins when we accept Jesus Christ as Savior.  From 

then on, to grow in likeness to Him, we need to not only study His teaching but “submit to the sovereign and gracious 

reign” of King Jesus.                                                                                      –Virginia Senne 
 

*Sinclair B. Ferguson, at the time of writing The Sermon on the Mount, was a professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster 

Theological Seminary in Dallas, Texas, and Senior Minister of First Presbyterian Church in Colombia, South Carolina. 

Session approves budget for 2022 
 

The Session held its monthly meeting on December 16. 

A major portion of this meeting was spent discussing the 

proposed budget for 2022. After much discussion, it was 

voted to approve a budget of $82,200. Most of the budget 

is determined by the Session. However, the Presbyterian 

Book of Order gives the congregation the power to estab-

lish terms of call for the pastor(s). The detailed budget will 

be presented at the annual meeting on January 23, 2022 

after worship. 

Other actions taken by the Session was to approve a re-

quest by Pastor Steve for vacation time from Feb, 11-20. 

The Session also voted to give $200 from their Session 

Directed Mission budget to Camp Story. Finally, they set 

Jan. 9 as the Sunday to install and ordain the new officers 

for the 2022 year. The next Session meeting is scheduled 

for January 20, 2022. 

January Events 
Jan. 9—Deacon meeting 

Jan. 13—Deadline to submit articles for Annual Report 

Jan. 18-First class for the Church History study 

Jan. 20—Session meeting  

Jan. 23—Annual Meeting 
               —submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

Session names 

new Treasurer  
 

The start of 2022 will mark 

the beginning of a new treasurer 

for our congregation. For many 

years Sonja Collamer has done 

a fantastic job keeping our fi-

nancial books in order. She has 

requested that someone else 

take over as treasure. 

The Session is pleased to an-

nounce that Cindy Kessler has accepted the invitation to be 

our new treasurer. 

    Please join the Session in 

thanking Sonja for her years of 

dedication to the church and the 

keeping of the financial records. 

Furthermore, let us thank Cindy 

for taking over the position. 

         —submitted by Pastor Steve 
 

(Editor’s note: Bios. of Sonja 

and Cindy are scheduled to ap-

pear in the February “Echo”).  

 Sonja Collamer 

Cindy 

Kessler 



Annual Meeting scheduled after worship Jan. 23 
 

The annual meeting will be on Sunday January 23rd after worship service. 

Purpose of the meeting is broad reaching. Whereas special congregational meet-

ings have specific purpose, the annual meeting can cover just about any issue that 

needs to be addressed. 

Pastor Steve Niccolls issued the following news item to the “Echo”: 

“With the end of the calendar year, we are quickly approaching the Annual Meet-

ing of the Congregation and Corporation of First Presbyterian Church, Saratoga. 

That means I am going to have to compile the committee and ministries reports to 

form the annual report. 

“To make sure I have enough time to organize the annual report and get it to Pe-

rue Printing in a timely fashion, I am requesting articles be submitted to me by 

Thursday January 13. If you can submit your report in a print-ready format (in other 

words, all I need to do is copy and paste your report into the correct spot in the An-

nual Report), I will live with having them in my or the church's e-mail box by 9:00 

a.m. January 17th. 

“I have given the financial committee permission to be late with their report since 

they often do not receive statements they need to file the report prior to the 15th of 

the month. Hopefully three weeks' notice (actually 22 days) is sufficient time to get 

your reports in. If you need to see your reports from last year, I have attached a copy 

of last year's annual report to an e-mail I sent out. 

“Thank you in advance for honoring this request for timely submission of your 

reports. If you run into any challenges let me know and I will do what I can to 

help.” 

 

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—9:45 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship—10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 
 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Vickie 

Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman 

Strickland & Teense Willford. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Teense Will-

ford 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Nominating—Ken Collamer & Vickie 

Stolns 

Worship—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director— 

Music—Carol Clemetson, Peggy 

Hiser, Cindy Kessler, Teense Will-

ford 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 

Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 

Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-

colls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 

Collamer, Sonja Collamer, John 

Wickstrom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

Newest members of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Sara-

toga are John and Lori Er-

hart shown here in a portrait and lighting the Christ Candle at the Christmas 

Eve Candlelight service. The couple recently issued the following statement to 

the “Echo”: “Thanks for making us a happy couple by welcoming us to the 

church family. We met in Arizona only to find out our roots were from the 

same small area in eastern Nebraska. Is that not God at work? John has a 

daughter and twin boys. I have two girls and two boys. We have fourteen 

grandchildren and five greats. Our blessings are many and we are really enjoy-

ing our lives here in Saratoga. It is with joy that we serve, and look forward to 

building on what we have been given and share with all of you.”— In His Name, 

John & Lori Erhart 

Lighting the candles at the Christmas 

Eve Services.—Photo by Sherry Parlow 



 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 

Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 

Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

 
 

The Deacons met after worship on Sunday December 12, 

2021. 

We held an election of officers for 2022.  Susan Collamer 

and Becky Strickland were elected to be Co-Moderators and 

Anne Wickstrom was elected to continue as Secretary/

Treasurer.  We thanked Carlene Sjoden for being our Mod-

erator for the last three years – difficult years because of the 

pandemic.  We also thanked Sandy Willford and Laurie 

Johnston for serving as Deacons during this time.  We wel-

comed new Deacons, Vickie Stolns and Carol Jo Jones. 

Our next Deacons' meeting will be held after worship on 

Sunday January 9, 2022.  The Deacons would like to thank all 

the congregation for supporting our calendar sale.  Our yearly 

congregational meeting will be held on Sunday January 23rd.  

The Deacons will be hosting Fellowship time on Sunday 

January 30th, 2022.  We will meet to set up on Saturday Janu-

ary 29th at 1:00 pm.  If anyone has suggestions or ideas for the 

Deacons, please let us know as we move forward. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 

Happy New Year 2022!  We pray that everyone will be 

healthy, positive, and blessed during this new year too.  

Praise Be To God!!—submitted by Anne Wickstrom 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

The Adult Bible Study will again meet after breakfast and 

before Worship (at 8:15) on Sunday mornings. We are study-

ing the Book of Psalms by reading and discussion. We are 

using Studying The Bible for All It’s Worth and a commentary 

on Psalms loaned by the Rev Niccolls as resources, plus any 

others we find. We invite everyone to join with us in learning 

more about this unique Book of the Bible that is filled with 

songs from the people of Old Testament times to God, in-

stead of the other way around.—Submitted by Sonja Collamer 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

Members of the Adult Bible Study conducting the 

ceremony and lighting the Joy candle during Advent 

are, from left, top: Gloria and Richard Rakness and 

Sonja Collamer and, below, Frances Kirby.—Photos by 

Sherry Parlow 


