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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30

Saratoga Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www:saratogawypresbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Sonja Collamer, Joe Jones, Richard Rakness,
Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Secretary—Anne Wickstrom
Deacons—Carol Jo Jones, Gloria
Rakness, Karlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford. Two vacancies.
Session Committees:
Building & Grounds—Joe Jones
Christian Education—Sonja Collamer & Vickie Stolns
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Sonja Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission & Benevolence—Vickie
Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder
Presbyterian Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Joe Jones, Dick
Perue, Sonja Collamer
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

January 2020

Happy New Year everyone!
First of all, Emily and I thank all of you for the cards and kind words following my father’s death on December 4. They are greatly appreciated.
The calendar declares that we have left 2019 and have entered 2020. The
new year is often times when people make resolutions to improve themselves
in the coming year. For those of you who have made new year’s resolution,
how many of you have already broken at least one of them?
One of the blessings of being a Christian is when we have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God, we do not have to wait until the next new year to start
over. The blessing of forgiveness is that we can repent and ask for forgiveness
and be assured that we will be forgiven. We will fall short from time to time.
Vince Lombardi, the famed coach of the Green Bay Packers during the
1960s when the Packers were a dynasty, claims, “The mark of a champion is
not whether you fall, it is whether you get back up again.” For the Christian our
falls are our sins. We get back up after the fall when we confess and repent. Let
us carry the mark of a champion and get back up after our falls.
Finally, during the Christmas holiday I saw news reports claiming that for
the first time in 200 years there was not a Christmas Mass at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Many people were lamenting that a tradition has been broken.
While mass was held at another cathedral in Paris, people claimed it was not
the same. What a sad commentary that feeling makes about people’s faith.
What should make a difference is who is worshipped at a Christmas service –
not where the worship takes place. If we start venerating buildings instead of
Christ, we are worshipping an idol, not the true God. —Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for January
Jan. 5—John 1:1-18
Jan. 12— Acts 10:34-48
Jan. 19—John 1:43-51
Jan. 26—Matthew 4:12-24

Cowboy Style New Year's Resolutions
Years ago (late-1950s) as a cub reporter I was interviewing an oldtimer about New Year’s resolutions and asked if he made them. To which
he replied, “Nope, but I do recite my Maker’s commandments every New
Year’s day.” He then produced a tally book with the following written in
the note section:
1. Just one God.
2. Honor yer Ma & Pa.
3. No telling tales or gossipin’.
4. Git yourself to Sunday
meeting.
5. Put nothin’ before God.
6. No foolin’ around with
another fellow’s gal.
Frank Kernan cabin at Cozy Canyon
7. No killin’.
ranch in Sierra Madres in 1940s.—
8. Watch yer mouth.
Photo from Bob Martin/Dick Perue collection.
9. Don’t take what ain’t yers.
10. Don’t be hankerin’ for yer buddy’s stuff.
Tough resolutions to keep, but certainly worth repeating daily and especially every new year.
—Compiled & submitted by Dick Perue

May we live up to God’s Commandments and find
Peace, Prosperity and Happiness in the coming New Year of 2020!

December Session Highlights
The Session met Dec. 19 at 4:30 to approve last month’s
minutes, receive reports, plus took the following actions: 1)
Approved a request from Prayer Shawl group build a second
cabinet to store yarn. 2) Authorized Pastor Steve to apply for the
church to be selected for one of the Presbytery’s Remote Vacation Bible School locations. 3) Purchase and install a programmable thermostat in the sanctuary 4) Approved a study leave
request from Pastor Steve for April 17-26. (Due to a wedding
date announcement from Susan Niccolls, there will be a request
for a few days earlier to become vacation time.) 5) Received a
preliminary budget for 2020. There were a few questions so it
was decided to approve a final budget at Jan. 11 meeting .
There will be a joint meeting with the Deacons Jan. 11, after
which the Session will meet to review church policies and make
whatever updates are needed and to approve 2020 budget, with
the exception of the pastor’s terms of call which will be approved by the congregation at Annual Meeting.
Dates to note:
January 11 @ 9:00: Session and Deacon joint meeting.
January 13 @ 10:00 am. All reports from church committees
and groups need to be submitted to the office. This will permit
compiling of reports and have them printed in time to be handed
out after Jan. 19 worship service.
January 26: Annual Meeting of Church and Corporation following worship.
—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls.

Dear Readers: Are you ready to go digital?

— River’s Edge Echo —
editor has been asked to go digital with this
newsletter and he is praying on it.
We want your input!

Please let us know if you want to receive the
“Echo” on the Church’s new web page or continue
in print. Both will be available until March 1, 2020.

Email Dick Perue at rrichardperue@gmail.com
if you want it digital. Otherwise you will continue to receive it in print form.

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

STARTING ANEW
Another year has ended – and a new year has begun! A “clean slate”! A chance to start over
and maybe, just maybe, get it right this time? Ain’t gonna happen! The only perfect Person was
Jesus Christ, whose birth we just celebrated. We were each born with a “sin nature” – inherited
from the first parents, Adam and Eve – and we can’t lose it! What, then, is the point of a new
year, a clean slate, a chance to start over?
The new year is often portrayed as a baby, especially in cartoons and on greeting cards. Why
a baby? The baby symbolizes the “birth” of the coming year – in other words, a “rebirth”. As Christians, we know about
“rebirth”, don’t we? Hopefully everyone reading this truly has been “born again”! We are talking, of course, about our
spiritual rebirth that occurred the instant we came to believe in Jesus Christ as our Savoir.
From what did He save us? From the penalty of the sins we can’t help committing. Scripture says that penalty is death,
and that everyone – no exceptions – deserves it! Jesus took on Himself, by going to the Cross, the penalty for our sins.
But how do we reconcile that with the fact that we keep on sinning? That we can’t help sinning? Even a ‘wrong’ thought
or emotion – anything that is not perfect, not Christ-like, is a sin.
Ah, oh! When we approach the gates of Heaven, doesn’t St. Peter, or Jesus, or even Father God Himself, say: “I know
you believe in Jesus, but look at the list of sins you’ve committed. I don’t know about letting you in…”?
NO! Read some of what Scripture says about God and our sins. [Note the various translations…]
Isaiah 1:18, ESV: “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”
Isaiah 43:25, NIV: "I…am he who blots out your transgressions… and remembers your sins no more.
Psalm 103:12, NKJV: “ As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”
Hebrews 8:12, NLT: “And I will forgive their wrongdoings, and I will never again remember their sins."
2 Corinthians 5:19, NASB: “…God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them.”
We obtained this forgiveness and “forgetting-ness” when we became Christians. But what about when we sin AS
Christians? Quite simple! 1 John 1:9 [KJV] says: “ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” In spite of starting a new year, when you sin – which you will – be quick to
confess your sin to God – and accept the forgiveness He promises!
Romans 4:7-8 [NIV]: “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”
As the new year begins, take heart! Confess, be forgiven, and BE BLESSED, FOR THE GLORY OF GOD!
--Virginia Senne

Joe Jones lights Hope Candle
as Carol Jo Jones reads
scripture

Children’s Bible Study
The first session of the Children’s Bible Story Study basics started Sept. 29
and ended Dec. 22, 2019. There are three
to seven children in attendance.
The curriculum started with the Creation story and concentrated on the Bible
verses of Genesis 1:31, Genesis 15:5 and
Genesis 28:14.
The winter series will start Jan. 5 and
go through March 8, 2020. Our lessons
concentrate on reading the Bible stories,
discussion, plus doing some activities
about the lessons. We sometimes sing
and listen to songs as well.
We want to thank the following teachers who volunteer their time to teach the
lessons each week: Emily Niccolls, Jean
Bush, John and Anne Wickstrom, Cindy
Kessler, Becky Strickland, Dave Weir
and Gloria Rakness with Logan Robinson
as the assistant.
If you are interested in helping out, we
can always use the help. Just contact Gloria Rakness. —Submitted by Gloria Rak-

Hunter Johnston lights Joy
candle

Laurie Johnston
reads scripture

Edgar Faust leads prayer after lighting Candle
of Love as father Will, right, mother Melissa,
left, & sister Martha, bow

Tom
Mansfield

Lighting Advent Candles
Lighting of the Christ Candle was
performed by Collamer family,
from left, Cameron, Ben,
Susan and Ken

ness

Pastor Steve Niccolls
left, observes Richard
Rakness lighting the
Peace Candle

Photos by Sherry Parlow

Trayton
Johnston
prays

Members of the Adult Bible Study Group conducted the
ceremony for lighting of Peace Candle during Advent.
Standing from left center are Sonja Collamer,
Gloria Rakness & Frances Kirby

— DEACONS’ DOINGS —
The deacons decided not to have a meeting in December as we had nothing on our agenda. We will be welcoming a full six member board in January, at our first
meeting January 11th after our joint meeting with the Session. Our new board members will be Anne Wickstrom,
Laurie Johnston, Susan Collamer and Becky Strickland. Welcome aboard and thank you so much for your
service to our church.
Carlene Sjoden treated Carol Jo Jones, Gloria Rakness
and myself to a lunch at Firewater, to thank Carol Jo and
Gloria for their time serving on the board. Thank you so
much Carlene., we had a delicious lunch, good conversation, and heartfelt fellowship. Carol Jo served six years
and Gloria six years plus one extra year We want to
Thank them both for dedication to serve.
The deacons hosted the 5th Sunday donut fellowship on
December 29. A big thank you to Carlene Sjoden for setting this up. Also would like to say thanks to all who donated money, it is very much appreciated. Dixie and Burt
Johnson usually do this but Dixie's health is not 100 % yet,
so keep them both in your prayers.
I would like to thank Carlene Sjoden for being our moderator the last two years and for her dedication and guidance, it has been a blessing to all of us. Carol Jo Jones as
our secretary-treasurer for keeping such good records and
recording our meetings, your service to us and the church
is a blessing. Gloria Rakness, for all of your energy and
love you have bestowed upon our board.
Thank you everyone for helping us meet our goals.
—Submitted by Sandy Willford

As we come to the end of 2019 and welcome 2020
we wish you a

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

Carol Jo Jones, left, and Gloria Rakness were honored
at a luncheon for their six plus years of service to the
Deacon Board. Lunch was held at the Firewater Public House in Saratoga. A gift was presented to each by
Carlene Sjoden, moderator, and Sandy Willford, reporter. We thank these two wonderful ladies for their
commitment and devotion to our church as Deacons.
—Photo & information by Carlene Sjoden.

Adult Bible Study
Continuing our journey with John the Apostle, we have
begun studying the Passion Week, which will take us
through chapters 12 through 19 of this Gospel. We usually
are able to discuss about one chapter a week, so this Book
will take us at least until Lent to work through (there are
21 chapters of John).
While the author of this Book never identifies himself,
he makes his purpose crystal clear in Chapter 20, verse 21,
“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name”.
We would welcome anyone to join us at 8:15 on Sunday
mornings for an hour of lively conversation in the Fellowship Hall.
—Submitted by Sonja Collamer

