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Greetings everyone 
 

      Back in late June, Session decided to resume fellow-

ship after worship (aka coffee hour). July saw people 

volunteering to set up, serve and clean up for fellowship. 

However, during the month of August there were some 

Sundays where there no volunteers to set up the coffee, 

punch and snacks. As a result, there was no coffee hour. 

Hopefully, as we flip the calendar to September, we will 

see more people volunteering to take responsibility to 

sign up for one Sunday. 

     When there was no fellowship, I heard laments about 

not having fellowship time. Now that we can have fel-

lowship, I see a lack of volunteers. I am beginning to 

wonder did we really miss the fellowship time? If you 

did miss it, volunteer to share the responsibility of host-

ing it. If everyone agrees to host two to three times a 

year, that would cover most, if not all Sundays. There is 

no “fellowship” committee responsible for that time. If 

we as a congregation want fellowship; we as a congrega-

tion need to volunteer to host. 

     The sermons I am planning for September do not 

have a common theme to them. However, I trust that the 

Holy Spirit will guide my preparation of each sermon 

and that the congregation will be enlightened to some 

new truth each Sunday. —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for month of September  
 

September 5—Matthew 11: 25-30 

           September 12—1 Timothy 3:1-13 

                      September 19—Mark 9:14-32 

                                 September 26—Guest preacher 

More volunteers needed if Fellowship time is to resume, continue 

A Day to Celebrate Labor 
 

Russell Gehrlein in his “Theology of Work” writes, “I 

did a little research to find out why we celebrate Labor Day 

in the U.S. on the first Monday in September.  Wikipedia 

states that the holiday ‘honors the American labor move-

ment and the contributions that workers have made to the 

strength, prosperity, laws and well-

being of the country’.” 

He continued, . . . “during the trade 

union movement in the late 1800s, it 

was suggested that there be a holiday 

to celebrate the laborer.  Shortly there-

after, in 1887, it is reported that the 

first state to make it a public holiday 

was Oregon. Over the next seven 

years, thirty states had begun to celebrate Labor Day, and it 

was deemed a federal holiday in 1894. 

“Certainly, Christ-followers should celebrate the many 

social reforms that came out of the labor movement, which 

resulted in establishing child labor laws, guaranteeing more 

livable wages and safer working conditions for all.  It 

should be obvious to the Christian that this movement was 

biblically appropriate, considering 

the Lord’s concern for the least, the 

lost, and the last. Solomon observes 

in Proverbs 29:7 that the righteous 
care about justice for the poor.  This 

implies that Christians should speak 

up for those who cannot speak for 

themselves, defending the rights of 

the poor and needy. . . .”      —D.P. 

 

I lift up my eyes to 

the mountains—

where does my help 

come from?  

My help comes from 

the Lord, the Maker 

of heaven and earth.  
Psalm 121:1-2 

 

Medicine Bow Peak 

in Snowy Range as 

photographed by 

Carlene Sjoden who 

submitted both photo 

and verse. 



 

 

Evil?  Or the Evil One? 
 

    Following on logically from last month’s discussion of praying “deliver us from evil”, we now consider whether 

we should ask God to deliver us from “evil” – or from “the evil one”.  If Satan is the personification of evil, why 

don’t we ask God to deliver us from the evil one, as some translations of the Lord’s Prayer say?  Because Satan does 

not encompass all evil.  We pray “deliver us from evil” because we need protection from all evil that exists, which is 

not limited to Satan. 

    Satan certainly promotes evil, but he is not synonymous with evil.  If evil did not originate with Satan, how did it 

come to be?  Quoting from Josh McDowell Ministries’ website: “We know that God is perfectly good and holy, and 

that there is no evil in him.  There is the capacity for evil in us, however, [because] God created humanity with the 

freedom of choice. Evil comes from an abuse of good power called free will.  God may be responsible for the possi-

bility of evil existing in the world, but it was in exercising this free will that Adam and Eve made evil a reality in the 

world.  [Emphasis added]  

    “Of course, God could have created a world without free will.  We could have been “programmed” to do [only] 

good and worship him perfectly. … [But] God wanted us to experience the reality of choosing to love [and worship] 

him.  Along with that gift, God knew [that] the great risk was the possibility of evil.  Our responsibility to act on that 

possibility rests with us, not God.  So God made evil possible, [but] humans made it actual.”   [Emphasis added] 

     It has been argued that we don’t use the phrase “the evil one” because evil is only a concept like its’ opposite, 

good.  But it is important to realize that there is a real, spiritual being which personifies evil – 

total and complete evil – just as Jesus personifies total and complete good.   

    We all realize that Satan is not the vaguely human figure with horns, a pointed tail and 

hooves, carrying a pitchfork.  In fact, as a spiritual being, he is invisible, unless he takes on 

human form to do his “dirty work”.  

    There are numerous references in the Bible to Satan, or the devil, especially in the New Tes-

tament.  Perhaps best known is 1 Peter 5:8. “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  But lest we think that this 

is mere symbolism, referring to disembodied “evil”, consider Matthew 4:1, which says: “Then 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 

    Selwyn Hughes notes that “the word ‘evil’ is the word ‘live’ [spelled] backwards.  Evil, then, could be said to be 

anti-life.  The best way to deal with evil is to keep away from it, hence the prayer ‘lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil’.”                                                                                         –Virginia Senne 

    Session Highlights from July meeting 

     (Editor’s note: Last month we forgot to include the Ses-

sion Highlights from the July meeting. However, as it 

worked out, there was no August meeting so we now pre-

sent the news of the July meeting.—DP) 

     The Session held its monthly meeting on July 15. The 

Session approved a request for vacation from Sept. 26-28. 

Pastor Steve will be out of the office starting mid-morning 

Sept. 23 due to a Presbytery meeting held in Thayne. The 

vacation will start after the Presbytery meeting. 

     The Session also approved contracting with Ross San-

chez to winterize the irrigation systems at the church and 

the manse. (Our previous contractor sent a letter informing 

us that he was no longer going to be doing winterization 

services.) 

     Session voted to cancel the August Session meeting as 

Pastor Steve will be out of town on the regularly scheduled 

meeting date.    

     John Wickstrom reported that the Presbytery’s Stated 

Clerk’s office have reviewed the minutes of our Session 

meetings. There were minor exceptions noted, but these 

exceptions will be easy to fix.  
     

    The next Session meeting is scheduled for September 16, 

at 4:30.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls. 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

Photographer Sherry Parlow recently captured 

this young mule deer buck sampling the apples on 

a tree in downtown Encampment. 



Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 
 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
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Phone: 307-326-5337 
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Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Vickie 

Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman 

Strickland, Van Skilling & Teense 

Willford. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Van Skilling & 

Teense Willford 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Nominating—Ken Collamer & Vickie 

Stolns 

Worship—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 

Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 

Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-

colls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 

Collamer, Sonja Collamer, John 

Wickstrom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

 Biblical Humor 
 

Where do we find 

baseball mentioned 

in the Bible?  Gene-

sis 1:1 “In the big 

inning.” 

Did you know tennis 

is in the Bible? Jo-

seph served in Phar-

aoh’s court. 

Who is the shortest 

person in the Bible? 

Bildad he was a 

Shuhite. (Shoe 

height) (Job 2:11) 

Did you know there 

is a car mentioned in 

the Bible. They were 

all with one Accord 

in one place (Acts 

2:1 KJV) 

Which biblical char-

acter had no par-

ents?  Joshua Son of 

Nun 

Who was the great-

est comedian in the 

Bible? Samson. He 

really brought the 

house down. 

 -Pastor Steve Niccolls 

These five mule deer bucks were recently photographed while enjoying a 

snack in downtown Encampment by Sherry Parlow. 

                                     —Submitted by Sherry Parlow 
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DEACONS’ DOINGS 
The Deacon Board will meet after worship, Sunday, 

September 12, 2021.  For those of you who can be there, 

we will be planning the 2021 autumn and winter months, 

and 2022. 

Thank you Cindy Kessler, for sending cards to the con-

gregation members, on behalf of the church. The senti-

ments inside the cards mean a lot to all of us. Deacons 

sponsor this activity by providing cards and postage. 

A Thank You goes to the congregation and “Cowboy” 

who have given and continue to give cards to this ministry.  

It goes without saying, the Pastor and congregation of this 

church are generous with their time and resources.  

Current members of the board are: Anne Wickstrom, 

Becky Strickland, Laurie Johnston, Sandy Willford, Susan 

Collamer, Carlene Sjoden, and Pastor Steve Niccolls (ex-

officio member).—Submitted by Carlene Sjoden, Moderator 
 

Adult Bible Study 
Following a summer recess, the Adult Bible Study 

group will resume meeting Sunday, Sept. 19 at 8:15 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Attendees will select the study topic and reference mate-

rial during the initial meeting. 
 

Schedule, Thanks from Choir Director 
 

Dear Choir Members: We will not be starting choir on 

September 8. If everything goes well with my rehab, we 

will try to start on September 29. I will let you know if that 

date changes. 

Thank you so much for the lovely cards and words of 

encouragement; I truly appreciate your kindness & sup-

port!         —Sincerely, Laurie Johnston, Choir Director 

Margaret Abigail Ainsley Sherwood helping 

grandpa Pastor Steve Niccolls ring the bell before 

church on August 15. Holding her is her mother, 

Susan Sherwood, as aunt Sarah Niccolls looks on. 

Photo by proud grandmother Emily Niccolls. 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 


