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Pastor extends Happy New Year wish 
 

     Happy New Year to all of you! Having said that, I am 

laughing because on the liturgical calendar, the new year 

started on November 27 with the first Sunday in Advent. 

Since I very seldom follow the lectionary, I guess I should 

not worry too much about the liturgical calendar. 

     Many of us make new year’s resolutions. Recently I 

came across a list of the most common new year resolu-

tions. The top five were 1) more exercise 2) eat healthier 

3) lose weight 4) spend more time with friends and family 

and 5) live more economically. There is nothing wrong 

with any of those resolutions. All of them would improve 

one’s health by either making the body strong and/or re-

ducing stress. However, they are all focused on improving 

our physical bodies, which will eventually perish, and 

does nothing for our spiritual bodies. 

    I would encourage all of us to plan our schedules and 

resolutions to include things that will improve our non- 

perishable bodies. Activities that will make our eternal 

bodies strong include spending more time reading scrip-

ture, spending more time in prayer and making worship a 

priority – not just on Sundays, but spending time each day 

in worship. 

    The first two Sundays in January I will be looking at the 

dedication of Jesus in the temple and then the visit of the 

magi. That will end the Advent/Epiphany season. Starting 

the third Sunday of January I will be doing a five-week 

sermon series on stewardship. While stewardship does 

have a financial component, it also involves using our 

time and talents wisely. Stewardship also has an ecologi-

cal component, requiring us to consider how we treat the 

earth God created. —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for month of January 
 

Jan. 1—Luke 2:21-40        Jan. 8—Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan. 15—Leviticus 27:30-33 

Jan. 22—Malachi 3:6-12  Annual Meeting after worship 

Jan. 29—Luke 16:1-16 

Annual meeting of Corporation, 
Congregation set for Jan. 22 
 

   Our by-laws mandate that the church conducts its annual 

meeting on the fourth Sunday of January. This year the 

fourth Sunday is on January 22, immediately following 

worship. At this meeting we will have the opportunity to 

review what has taken place during the past year and what 

we are planning for the coming year. Besides receiving 

reports from the various committees, the congregation will 

vote on the “Terms of Call” (compensation package) for 

Pastor Steve. This is the one congregational meeting 

where almost everything church related is fair game to 

address.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 
 

Annual Reports due by Jan. 11 
 

    To give the church office sufficient time to collate the 

reports and the printer enough time to print the annual re-

port, committee chairs are asked to submit their reports to 

the church office by the morning of January 11. Word 

document format is preferred, but we can adjust to other 

formats as well.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 
 
 

Winter Mid-week Bible 
Study to begin on Jan. 17 

 

     On September 4 of this past year, Pastor Steve 

preached a sermon from Genesis 50 dealing with the end-

ing of the story of Joseph and his brothers. While prepar-

ing for that sermon he thought it would be a good idea to 

do a study on the whole story. 

     Starting on January 17 at 2:30 in the afternoon, Pastor 

Steve will lead a six-week sermon series on the entire sto-

ry of Joseph. If there is enough interest, Steve is willing to 

add other dates and/or times. 

     If you are interested in attending the study, let the 

church office know so that there will be sufficient study 

materials for the attendees. 

Glow from candles at 
Christmas eve service.—
Echo photo by Dick Perue 



 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers…  Part Two 
 

    Just to recap from last month, peacemakers are believers.  They emulate Jesus’ own ministry of preaching the Gos-

pel to those in need of peace, first of all peace with God, forgiveness of their sins.  This is the greatest need of every 

human being.  Peacemakers are also concerned with spreading the message of God’s love and forgiveness amongst 

their fellow believers – and those outside the Kingdom.   

    How can we be peacemakers?  Dolores Smyth [contributor to Crosswalk.com] says: “Peacemakers live [the] call 

to be Christ’s ambassadors by urging others to restore themselves to God’s favor through repentance of their sins 

and through acceptance of Jesus as their Lord and Savior.” 

    Thus far, we’ve been talking about reconciling unbelievers with God – the ‘vertical’ or upright of the Cross.  But 

what does Scripture say about reconciling people to each other – the ‘horizontal’ or crosspiece of the Cross?  

     First, Scripture tells us to encourage others (neighbors, friends, even family members) to live in harmony.  This 

encouragement can take the form of reasoning frankly (but politely) with neighbors, gently but 

forthrightly rebuking those who persist in sinning, cautioning those who are idle and spend their 

time gossiping and generally being disruptive, and trying to soothe angry, upset persons and 

“talking people down” when they show an inclination to be vindictive  toward others.      

     Hebrews 12:14 tell us to “make every effort to live in peace”.  Ms. Smyth says:  

“Peacemakers must live in peace themselves by doing things such as: Honoring others above themselves [see Ro-

mans 12:10 and Philippians 2:3-4], sharing with those in need [Romans 12:13], mourning with those who mourn 

[Romans 12:15], and consistently turning away from evil and doing good. [1 Peter 3:11]”  

    Attempts at peacemaking often fail; some people seem to want to live in strife despite our best efforts at showing 

them a better way – a Biblical way. Romans 12:18 tells us that we are to live at peace with everyone if it is possible, 

as far as it depends on us. In such cases, therefore, the would-be peacemaker can be comforted by the fact that they 

followed the Biblical command [First Peter 3:11] to “seek peace and pursue it”, even if their efforts failed.  

    Put in the simplest terms, Jesus laid down His life to make peace between God and sinners.  When we carry that 

message to others, we are peacemakers – whether or not our listeners respond positively.  And those who try to bring 

reconciliation to broken relationships are also carrying on the work of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  When we act as 

peacemakers, we are blessed by being called “sons [children] of God”.  

    Next month, we’ll finish our discussion of the seventh beatitude by considering how it applies to the lives of Chris-

tians today.--Submitted by Virginia Senne   

New Year opportunities, challenges 
 

Here we are at the beginning of a new year! Once again, 
we can look forward to opportunities and challenges to 
come our way as we journey through the year. 

To have a successful trip, we should plan and prepare 

for the experiences that lie ahead. Therefore, let’s take a 

look at some of the things we might need in a “Survival 

Kit for Life’s Daily Experiences.” 

1. Toothpick: To remind us to pick out the good qualities 

in those around us (Matthew 7:1). 

2. Rubber Band: To remind us to be flexible because life 

might not always go the way we 

want, but we know that our lives are 

in God’s hands (Romans 8:28). 

3 Band-Aid: To remind us to heal 

the hurts and wounds of others, as 

well as our own (Colossians 3:12-

14). 

4. Pencil: To remind us to make a 

note of our blessings every day (Ephesians 1:3). 

5. Eraser: To remind us that everyone makes mistakes 

(Genesis 50: 15-21). 

6. Chewing Gum: To remind us to stick with it and we 

can accomplish anything with Jesus (Philippians 4:13). 

7. Mint: To remind us that we are worth a mint to our 

heavenly Father (John 3:16-17). 

8. Candy Kiss: To remind us that everyone needs a kiss or 

a hug every day (I John 4:7). 

9. Tea Bag: To remind us to relax daily and go over that 

list of God’s blessings (I Thessalonians 5:18). 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, as we start out in our journey 

through 2023 I trust my hands into yours, asking you to 

lead me in the paths where you want me to go. Amen.—

submitted by Gloria Rakness 

2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Frances Kirby reads scripture during Christmas eve 
candle light service with Christmas tree beside her.—
Echo photo by Dick Perue 



Session adopts budget for 2023 
 

     The Session held its monthly meeting on Dec.15. The 

meeting had a couple of noteworthy actions taken above 

and beyond the normal accepting of the reports of the com-

mittees.  

    As part of a recommendation from our treasurer, the 

Session voted to approve setting up a separate checking 

account for Gather at the Table. The rational behind that 

approval is to make it simpler to track the income and ex-

penses of that activity. Session also has required that Gath-

er at the Table provide a month financial report to Session. 

    The Session also passed a budget for 2023. That budget 

totals $84,200. In approving the budget, they recognize 

they are stepping out in faith. As of the November finan-

cial report, general fund income has totaled just under 

$66,000. Of that amount, $10,000 of it was donate by a 

person who is not part of this congregation and another 

$5,000 was a grant from First Presbyterian, Cheyenne. The 

Session also approved adding additional line items to the 

2023 budget. These line items are not new expenses, they 

were added to make the expenses more transparent.  (They 

were incorporated into other existing line items this year.) 

     The Session also approved a bid by Joe Parrie Electron-

ics of $579.98 for the purchase of a new mixer amplifier 

and wireless hand-held microphone. The original proposal 

was for $839.96, but when Joe looked at the current sound 

system, he discovered that our two “podium microphones” 

were the exact same microphones he was proposing and 

recommended we removed the new ones from the bid. The 

funds for this up-grade will come from part of the $10,000 

donation mentioned above (and in the December “Echo”). 

     The last item of business was to provide guidance as to 

when the church should call for a professional snow re-

moval company to come and clear the parking areas of the 

church. Often the removal of snow from the walkways 

around the church can be handled by volunteers. However, 

when there is a heavy snow fall clearing the parking area is 

more than what the volunteers can handle. 

     The next Session meeting is January 19 at 4:30 p.m.—
submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

A word about special donations 
 

As mentioned in the Session Highlights, the Session is 

stepping out in faith in approving a budget of $84,200 dollars. 

During different times during the year, there are opportunities 

to contribute to special offerings or activities. (One such ex-

ample was the recent Christmas Joy offering. Other examples 

include memorial donations or donating to Gather at the Ta-

ble.) 

While it is nice to contribute to those special opportunities, 

please be aware that donating to those special activities 

should be over and above your normal giving. If a person 

gives to these special purposes, and considers it part of their 

normal giving to the church, that is removing money from the 

general fund that is needed to meet the expenses of the 

church.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 
 

Next ‘Gather at the Table’  Jan. 2 
 

Come, eat, visit, and enjoy a complimentary meal and fel-

lowship as everyone is invited to “Gather at the Table” Mon-

day, Jan. 2, 2023, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Saratoga 

Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall. 

The sponsoring committee urges everyone—especially the 

hungry, lonely, depressed and tired of winter—to just show 

up with friends and family as there is no charge, no reserva-

tions, no preaching and no restrictions, Just food, fun and 

fellowship. 

Featured will be a menu of meat and vegetable kabobs, 

vegetable fried rice, bread and butter, dessert and beverage.—
submitted by Dick Perue, Echo editor 

Special music for the Christ-
mas Day worship service was 
provided by, from left, Cindy 
Kessler, Carlene Sjoden and 
Lori Erhart.—Echo photo by Dick 
Perue 

Mckayla Opella lights 
the Joy candle during 
the advent season.—
photo by Emily Niccolls 
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DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

The Deacons met after worship on Sunday December 

11, 2022.  Our Advent Food Drive brought many donation 

items for our local food bank, thanks to the generosity of 

our congregation. Thanks to Pastor Steve for delivering 

the donations we collected for those in need. 

The status of our treasury this year made it possible for 

the Deacons to donate to some of our charities.   We gave 

money donations to the Valley Service Organization to-

ward their “Giving Tree”;  to the “Helping Hands” organi-

zation; to the Presbyterian Relief Fund; to the “Blessings 

in a Backpack” program at the Saratoga Elementary 

School; to the Saratoga Ministerial Committee; and to the 

Saratoga Care Center for their activities program.  In total, 

we were able to give $1,500.00 to help others. 

We discussed what we could do for two of our church 

families to brighten their spirits during this time. We de-

cided to send two arrangements of greenery from the local 

florist to them.  After our meeting, we filled bags of good-

ies for our church members.  We distributed these after 

worship on Sunday, December 18th. 

Our next Deacons' meeting will be after worship on 

Sunday, January 8th, 2023.  Our next Donut Sunday will 

be held on Sunday, January 29th. 

Thanks to everyone for donating and supporting us in 

any way during this past year.  We appreciate all of you!  
We would also like to wish everyone a 

HEALTHY, HAPPY, & BLESSED NEW YEAR 2023! 
                                              —submitted by Anne Wickstrom 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

The Adult Bible Study group is taking both Christmas 

and New Year's days off. We will resume our 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday morning study of Acts on January 8, 2023. 

We are following the travels of Paul spreading the Gos-

pel to the Gentiles (they are more receptive to his message 

than the Jews). We left Paul in Acts 23 being threatened 

by the Sadducees with his life. The Pharisees defended 

Paul, but the dispute got so violent that the Roman com-

mander was afraid they would tear him to pieces and or-

dered his troops to take Paul to the barracks. In the follow-

ing night The Lord stood near Paul and said "Take cour-

age! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you 

must testify in Rome." Acts 23:11. 

The Jews formed a conspiracy to kill Paul, but the com-

mander found out about it and sent him with two hundred 

soldiers, seventy horseman and two hundred spearmen to 

go to Caesarea under the cover of darkness to deliver Paul 

safely to Governor Felix. 

We will take up "The Trial before Felix", Acts chapter 

24 when we meet on January 8th. 

All are welcome to join us as we continue this fascinat-

ing story.—submitted by Sonja Collamer 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 
Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 


