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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga, Wyoming
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www.saratoga-presbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard
Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom
Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom
Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan
Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky
Strickland.
Session Committees:
Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland
Christian Education—Richard Rakness
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Ken Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission—Vickie Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder; Peggy Hiser
Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe
Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wickstrom
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

September 2020

September sermons conclude Book of Hebrews
I saw a strange and wonderful event take place on August 17. While working at
my desk, I saw children walking to the elementary school go by my office window.
This use to be a common occurrence, but then it stopped, all because of concern
over the Covid-19 virus. Seeing
the children walking by was a
welcome sign that things are
beginning to return to normal.
However, we should not let our
guard down. After all, just as
we know that the first sunny
day in March does not indicate
the snow season is over in
Wyoming, we still need to take
precautions. We do not want to
see a resurgence in illness send
us back into exile. Back to the
land of Zoom.
While things are returning to
normal here in the Cowboy
State, let us continue to pray for
our brothers and sisters in other
parts of this nation who are still
being banned by governmental regulation from in person meetings. Many of my
family and friends are still restricted to using internet broadcasts to participate in
worship services.
During the month of September, I will wrap up our sermon series on the book of
Hebrews. Hopefully, this series has encouraged us to approach the Throne of Grace
with confidence, knowing that we have the great high priest. Hopefully we will
remove whatever weighs us down and hinders us from running the race that God
has set before us. May we all be constantly reminded that we have a great cloud of
witnesses that are cheering us on while we run the race. —Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for September
Sept. 6—Hebrew 9:11-15
Sept. 13—Matthew 18:21-35 Elder John Wickstrom guest preaching
Sept. 20—Hebrews 10:14-38
Sept.27—Hebrews 12

Mule deer bucks enjoy the shade of tree and building at St. Anne’s Catholic Church. Being non-denominational the same bucks also rest and graze
on the lawn across the street at the First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga.
—Photo by Sherry Parlow.

Jim Hammer, 83, died last month
Word was recently received here of the death of Jim
Hammer, 83, a devoted member of the Saratoga Presbyterian church. He passed away Aug. 4, 2020 in Reno, Nev.
James Edward Hammer was born Jan. 10, 1937 in Valley City, No. Dak. the son of Clarence "Jack" and Elsie
Hammer.
He married his high school sweetheart, Mary Lynn
Merrett, on Sept. 6, 1959 in Valley City before they followed Jim's career around the country in the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service for more than thirty years. They moved
between North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Utah, Tennessee, Colorado, Arizona and, finally, Saratoga in 1975
where they built their home after he retired as the manager
at Saratoga National Fish Hatchery in 1991.
Jim was an avid outdoorsman and shared his love of
hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing and camping with

his family. He and Mary Lynn
will always call Wyoming home
and loved spending many years
together with friends and family
in Saratoga and Needles, Calif.
throughout their retirement.
He is survived by his wife of
sixty years Mary Lynn, and his
three sons Joe (Valerie) Hammer, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Matthew Hammer, Northampton, Pa.; and Jed (Emily) Hammer, Reno, Nev.; along
with two grandchildren.
He was an active member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Saratoga for many years, plus continued his
support after moving to Reno.
Jim was a devoted Christian as well as an extraordinarily kind and intelligent man who will be sorely missed by
all those that were privileged to be a part of his life.

Hallowed be Thy Name

(continued)

We continue this month with a discussion of the phrase “hallowed be thy name”. “Hallowed” in the original Greek
is hagiazo. The first part of the definition is “to make, render, or declare as sacred or holy…” and we said last month
that “holiness” conveys the idea of being set apart. God is set apart from all other beings simply because he created
all other beings.
The rest of the definition of hagiazo is “to mentally venerate or revere” – that is, “to worship”. The word
“worship”, as you may know, comes from a root that means “worth-ship”. Selwyn Hughes explains: “Our worship
of God depends on how much ‘worth’ we ascribe to him. The greater ‘worth’ we see in him, the greater the worship we will give him.”
The phrase “hallowed be thy name”, then, according to CompellingTruth.org, is “meant to remind us that God is
perfect, pure, holy and worthy of all praise and honor. It is a way to echo the angels in heaven who declare,
‘Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever!’” [Revelation 7:12, English Standard Version]
We left off last month with the picture from Isaiah 6 of the seraphim, the plural form of the Hebrew root word
“saraph”, meaning “to burn”. Seraph, then, can be translated “burning” or “glowing”. Dolores Smyth, in an article
on Christianity.com, said: “the implication…is that [the seraphim] burn with love
for God”. Seraphim is an order of heavenly beings that seem to have a resemblance to human beings. Isaiah described each seraph as having six wings: two
covering their faces (a sign of humility), two covering their feet (indicating respect), and with two they were flying about, calling to one another: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
Hughes tells us that the “specific ministry [of the seraphim] is to offer up continuous worship” before the throne of God. He writes regarding the Isaiah passage:
“God’s throne, the attending [seraphim] and the words they utter all combine to amplify an eternal truth: worship is
the highest ministry of any of God’s created beings.” I had never thought of worship as a form of ministry. Have
you?
There are many references throughout Scripture to the holiness of God, conjoined with the worship of God. But I
feel that Revelation 15:3b-4 is probably the most dramatic picture of God’s holiness…
“Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the
nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All
nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”
When we pray “hallowed be thy name”, it is like a shorthand form of worshiping God. It is our reverential service
to our Creator, the Lord Almighty, the King of the nations.
–Virginia Senne

Happiness is Having Less

Photo by Sherry Parlow

Most folks today have everything
And yet, they gripe more than they sing
There’s no praise, just only greed,
They never get enough, INDEED!
Back when I was just boy,
Our lives were filled with peace and joy.
We had no ‘lectric radios,
Or closets full of fancy clothes.
No TV to steal our time;
We seldom had a shiny dime
We had no washers and we dried
Our clothes upon the line outside.
We had no running water and,
Each morning to the outhouse ran.
Electric lights were then unknown,
As also was the telephone.
No ’lectric fans to keep us cool,
The river was our swimming pool.
The only cars were Model T’s
Which we outran with childish ease.
We had no malls, no super marts
No frozen foods, no shopping carts.
French fries were as well unknown,
But ice cream was five cents a cone.
We wore our shoes til full of holes,
And used cardboard to patch the soles.
We earned our living, worked real hard,
Nobody owned a credit card.
We never saw a lady smoke
Or drink or tell a dirty joke.
They taught the three R’s in our schools
As well as God’s sweet Golden Rules.
The Lord’s Day was a Holy Day
Not meant for travelling or play.
And that’s the way we lived back there
When life was truly good and fair.
How sad the folks now days can’t find
Contentment, joy and peace of mind.
And all because like Queens and Kings,
They live for pleasure, fun and things.
The moral of this poem, I guess,
Is Happiness is Having Less!
The secret is simplicity
And that’s the life for you and me.
Now add to that God’s precious Son
And we the Greatest Prize have won!
Written by Clyde Fleming, 1990
—Submitted by Gloria Rakness

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

Cow Moose
belly-deep
in feed in
the Snowy
Range

Session Highlights
On August 20th, the Session held its regular monthly
meeting. Most of the meeting was routine. The treasure’s
report shows that at the end of July our income was at just
under $41,000 for the year and our expenditures were at
$44,150. Clerk John Wickstrom reported back that the
Presbytery of Wyoming has reviewed the minutes of the
Session and approved them with minor exceptions. Those
exceptions will be corrected.
Actions taken by Session includes approving Pastor
Steve’s vacation request for the weekend of September 1113. The Session also decided to continue to suspend having fellowship after worship due to issues with being able
to safely have fellowship and keep social distancing in
place. This will be an item that will be reviewed regularly
and all Session members are hoping we can resume fellowship sooner than later.
The Session decided that we will return to having elders/deacons passing the communion elements. The one
change is that the bread will be cubed and placed in cups.
The board also decided not to resume children Sunday
School in September, but that the Adult Bible Study will
resume. Finally, Session agreed that it is time to update
our members and friends church directory. This will be a
directory with names and contact information. There will
not be pictures for this new directory.—Submitted by Pastor
Steve Niccolls.

Upcoming Events in September
Restart of Adult Bible Study in September
Sept. 9—Choir practice will resume. Contact Laurie
Johnston for more information.
Sept. 11-13—Pastor Steve on vacation. Elder John
Wickstrom will be guest preacher Sept. 13.
Sept. 27—Choir resumes assisting in worship.

Persons interested in Adult Bible Study
are invited to attend an organizational meeting to
select study times, topics and Bible verses Sunday,
Sept. 13, at the Fellowship Hall following worship
services.—Submitted by Sonja Collamer

Echo photographer Sherry Parlow
captured this rare photo of trout
jumping in a beaver pond. Note small
trout on top right (arrow) with larger
trout in center of one of two circles.

Cheyenne Presbyterians share
One of the advantages of being part of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) is that we are a connectional denomination. As a
result, congregations assist one another in tough times. One
example of this occurred in May. As was mentioned in the article “Treasure’s Report Shows Fund Drop” in the June edition of
the River’s Edge Echo, First Presbyterian, Cheyenne generously
gifted the smaller churches of the Presbytery of Wyoming
$5,000 with no strings attached. This gift was given to the
smaller churches because the Cheyenne Session knew that many
of the smaller churches would face financial challenges in trying
to do worship while abiding by the Governor’s shut down orders
at the beginning of the Covid -19 cases.
This church has a history of being generous with our time,
talents and tithes. The church office has received multiple calls
and letters throughout my five years as pastor from the denomination’s national mission’s department thanking us for our generosity in our giving to requests issued by the Presbyterian Disaster Agency, as well as our participation in the One Great Hour
of Sharing and Christmas Joy Offerings. In participating in these
ministries, we too are demonstrating how the connectional portion of being members of the denomination.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls.

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

A BIG THANK YOU
to all of you that brought items for the
Welcome and Great Job Baskets for
Dr. Adrian Durham; NP Susan Foley & Staff
Thank you to Becky Strickland for the great
idea, and wrapping the baskets
To Pastor Steve Niccolls,
thank you for delivering the baskets
The baskets were presented to the
Corbett Medical staff August 11, 2020
All of you are very much appreciated!

The Deacons
ATTENTION: Deacon Board Meeting
September 13, 2020, after church

