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     October 31, 1517 is one of my favorite dates in history. 

On that date a German monk posted a list of 95 issues he had 

with the Catholic Church on the door to the local chapel in 

Wittenberg Germany. To make a long story short, the long-

term outcome of that event was the creation of a number of 

protestant churches, of which the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

is one. 

     I am sure that most of us know that German monk was 

Martin Luther. One of his complaints against the Catholic 

Church was its claim that the Pope was the final authority on 

all issues religious. He believed that the average person had 

the ability to understand and interpret the Bible themselves. 

That belief has found its way into the Presbyterian Church’s 

Book of Order as one of our fundamentals. F-3.0101 is titled 

“God is Lord of the Conscience.” Subsection (a) continues 

the thought by declaring, “That God alone is the Lord of the 

conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and com-

mandments of men which are in anything contrary to his 

Word, or beside it, in matters of faith and worship. Section 

(b) further states, “Therefore we consider the rights of private 

judgment, in all matters that respect religion, as universal and 

unalienable.” Unfortunately, these two provisions of the 

Book of Order’s section have been abused to permit actions 

that scripture calls sinful to be accepted 

by the denomination. That said, it re-

minds us that the church is to be a 

“priesthood of believers.” This doctrine 

was first espoused by Luther himself 

and emphasizes the role the laity plays 

in the church. 

    During the month of October, I will 

preach a sermon series on obedience. 

This was suggested by one of the mem-

bers of the congregation. As I preach 

on this series, please do not think that I 

am intentionally directing this series to 

you personally. When the person sug-

gested this series, I asked did the Holy 

Spirit direct the person to suggest this because I need to learn 

a thing or two about the topic. She denied that was the case 

and stated she needed to hear about obedience. My guess is 

that there are many of us who can use a refresher course on 

this subject. —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for month of September 
 

Oct. 2—Psalm 37:1-9  (World Wide Communion Sunday) 

Oct. 9—Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Oct. 16—James 4:6-10             Oct. 23—1 John 2:3-6 

Oct. 30—Guest preacher (This Sunday is Reformation 

Sunday and also Fifth Sunday Donut Sunday) 
 

Pastor Steve to lead Presbytery in 2023 
Pastor Steve Niccolls of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga was elected 2023 Moderator of the Wyoming 

Presbytery during the Fall presbytery session held in 

Sheridan. (See story on page 3). 

Diane Nye of Torrington was elected Vice-Moderator 

and she also has ties to our church, being the daughter of 

former pastor here, the late Rev. Dr. Glenn Fuller and 

member Norma Fuller who also lives in Torrington. 

Pastor Steve presents history lesson on  formation of Presbyterian Church 

Pastor Steve, right, and Diane Nye, 

center, were installed as moderator 

and vice-moderator of Presbytery by 

outgoing moderator Mark Owens, left. 

Photo by Trenda Weisshaar 

A beautiful rainbow captured by Carlene Sjoden 



 

Blessed Are the Pure in Heart:  Some Additional Thoughts 
 

    We said last month that we cannot cleanse ourselves, that is, free ourselves from the guilt of sin.  Proverbs 20:9 – 

“Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?”  As David wrote in Psalm 50:10a – “Create in 

me a pure heart, O God…”  David recognized that it is God who cleanses our hearts from sin. 

    What then do we make of Isaiah 1:16 – “Wash and make yourselves clean.   Take your evil deeds out of my 

sight; stop doing wrong.”  That certainly implies that we CAN make ourselves clean.  God was speaking through 

Isaiah to the people of the southern kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem.  But according to John Gill’s commentary, this 

command to “wash and make yourselves clean” was intended to make the people re-

alize that in spite of their legal sacrifices and prescribed ceremonies, they were in fact 

unclean, and to make them aware of their inability to cleanse themselves. 

    It is evident from this beatitude that Jesus was concerned with our hearts.  We learn 

from his admonition to the Pharisees in Matthew 23:25-26 that it is not sufficient to 

‘clean up our act’ on the outside.  Jesus called the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites, 

“for you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of 

greed and self-indulgence.”  He called them “blind” and told them to “[f]irst cleanse 

the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean.”  A superficial reading makes it sound as if 

Jesus was telling the Pharisees to make themselves clean, but we know that is impossible.  So what is going on here?   

    When God told the people of Judah through the prophet Isaiah, and when Jesus told the scribes and Pharisees, to 

cleanse themselves, it was almost a form of ‘shorthand’, meaning:  Be willing to give up your sins and evil deeds and 

repent and ask God to change your heart, to give you a clean or pure heart, to make you inwardly clean and to restore 

you to righteousness.   

    The human heart is of utmost importance to Jesus.  He cares deeply about who we are, what we are like, in the 

deepest, most private recesses of our lives.   The Son of God did not come into the world merely to reform the social 

mores [customs or manners] but to change the hearts of sinners, because we have ‘dirty’ hearts that need to be puri-

fied.  And only God can do that!              –submitted by Virginia Senne   

 

Smoked pulled pork on a bun at 

Oct. 3, ‘Gather at the Table’ meal 
 

Smoked pulled pork on a bun with choice of BBQ 

sauce, plus all the trimmings will be featured as everyone 

is invited to “Gathers at the Table” Monday, Oct. 3rd, be-

tween 4:00 and 6:30 p.m. in the Saratoga Presbyterian 

Church Fellowship Hall, corner of 3rd & Bridge Sts. 

The free meal, compliments of the “Gather at the Table” 

committee, will also be served with coleslaw, baked 

beans, dessert and a drink, along with a table full of fel-

lowship. 

Persons wishing to assist with the dinner are asked to 

signup on the pad available at the table in the Fellowship 

Hall.—compiled by Dick Perue, River’s Edge Echo editor. 
 

 

 
 

Session conducts busy meeting 
 

The Session held its monthly meeting on September 15. 

The minutes of the Deacon’s meeting were received. For 

an update on their activities see the “Deacons’ Doings” 

section. 

Motions that were approved included the following: 1) 

to approve a request from the community choir to hold 

practices at our facilities on Tuesdays from the beginning 

of October until the Christmas performance. 2) to author-

ize collection of the Christmas Joy offering.—the offering 

will take place during the worship service on December 

18. 3) to approve the request from the Platte Valley Minis-

terial Alliance to hold the annual ecumenical Thanksgiv-

ing service in our sanctuary on November 20. 4) to ap-

prove the request from Pastor Steve for vacation time from 

October 27-30. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for October 20 at 

4:30 p.m.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls  

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women met Sept. 9th in Encamp-

ment to hear state moderator, Carolyn McBurney 

(2nd from left). Others attending were, (l.tor.) Fran-

ces Kirby, Carolyn, Joan Dowdy, Sharon Cole, 

Jessie Drake, Ruth Spenny and Karen Dibbern. Not 

pictured is Emily Niccolls, photographer. On Sept. 

16 & 17 Joan and Emily attended the annual busi-

ness meeting held in Cody. Again this year the 

women will be selling pecans. You can order from 

any member or from order form in the Narthex. 



HISTORY OF PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY 
For a long time (since 1992, precisely), October has 

been observed as Clergy Appreciation Month in the U.S. 

The call to honor our church leaders’ contributions goes 

back to the time of Apostle Paul. As founder of many of 

the first Christian churches, Paul enjoined the congrega-

tion to give ‘double honor’ to the elders who managed the 

affairs of the church. He was especially concerned about 

honoring “those whose work is preaching and teaching.” 

Paul the apostle also entreated Christian communities to 

acknowledge those “who work hard among you, who care 

for you in the Lord, and who admonish you.” He believed 

that holding these spiritual leaders “in the highest regard in 

love because of their work” is crucial to Christian beliefs. 

Even though clergymen had enjoyed special standing in 

their parishes, it wasn’t until 1992 that Focus on the Fam-

ily, an American Christian organization, would begin pro-

moting Clergy Appreciation Month as a national month of 

observance. In highlighting Clergy Appreciation Month, 

Focus on the Family urged that there be a national celebra-

tion of the clergymen, who play important roles in the 

functioning of the Church. 

From Clergy Appreciation Month came the idea of dedi-

cating one specific day to pay tribute to the pastors. This 

day, Oct. 9, 2022, came to be known as Pastor Apprecia-

tion Day. You may also know this day as Clergy Appre-

ciation Day. As of 2019, the number of people employed 

as clergies in the United States stands at 458,411. 
           —Source: nationaltoday.com/pastor-appreciation-day 

Report on Presbytery meeting 
 

On Sept. 23 and 24, the Presbytery of Wyoming held 

their 2022 Fall meeting in Sheridan, Wyo. 

Present at the meeting from the First Presbyterian 

Church of Saratoga were Pastor Niccolls, in person, with 

local delegate Sonja Collamer attending by Zoom. 

As is typical, Friday afternoon was dedicated to an edu-

cational program. This time the main educational program 

was a presentation by Rev. Dr. David Gambrel, Associate 

for Worship, PC(USA) of Theology and Worship. Dr. 

Gambrel led the Presbytery through a theological and 

practical discussion of the role of music in worship. Dr. 

Gambrel was on the committee that created the newest 

Presbyterian Hymnal, titled Glory to God (published in 

2013). The other part of the educational program was In-

terim General Presbyter, the Rev. Monica Hall giving a 

report on her views of the Presbytery. Rev. Hall has twice 

been scheduled to worship with FPCS (once in November 

2021 and the other time on September 18), but has had to 

canceled both times. One item she mentioned is that the 

second Sunday of October—Oct. 9, 2022—is National 

Pastor Appreciation Day.  (See story to left). 

The Saturday section of the meeting involved the gov-

ernance of the Presbytery. There were two items that 

might be of interest to this congregation. First the Presby-

tery traded the Winter Memorial Church property for a 

property known as The Tree of Life church. The Presby-

tery is going to use the Tree of Life property to set up a 

“New Worshipping Community” known as the Red Clay 

Abbey. 

The other item of importance is the election of officers. 

For 2023 the Moderator of Presbytery will be our own 

Pastor Steve. Furthermore, the Vice-Moderator (who will 

be moderator in 2024) also has ties to our church. She is 

Diane Nye, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Glenn and Norma 

Fuller. (See story and photo on page 1 of the Echo). 

The next Presbytery meeting will be April 28 & 29 in 

Casper.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls   

SOUP 

ROLLS, 

CRACKERS, 

BREAD & BUTTER 
 

            Fall Hunting 

 Soup Luncheons 
        Thursdays in Oct., 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

 Oct. 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th  
 

 

  Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 
                 3rd & Bridge Streets, Saratoga, Wyo. 
 

                                 Sponsored by: 

         Presbyterian Church Deacons 

$8.00 
Includes: 

DESSERT 

BEVERAGE 

CALLING ALL SOUP MAKERS AND BREAD & DESSERT CHEFS !!!!!!!!! 
 

DEACONS NEED YOUR HELP PREPARING FOOD AND SERVING—sign up in Fellowship Hall! 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 



First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 

Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 

Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

After our Summer hiatus, we were all happy to be back 

together in person!  The Deacons met after worship on Sun-

day Sept. 11th, 2022. 

It was decided to plan four FALL HUNTING SOUP 

LUNCHEONS during October.  These have always been  SO 

well received by the whole community.  A variety of soups, 

breads and desserts will be offered  on Thursdays Oct.  6th, 

Oct. 13th, Oct. 20th and Oct. 27th from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm 

at the Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall  for $8.00  per 

person.  Everyone is invited to have some delicious food and 

excellent fellowship! 

Soup luncheons are always a lot of work, so the Deacons 

are asking the whole congregation to help set up tables, clean 

up afterwards, prepare soups, breads, and desserts.  There is a 

sign-up sheet on the table in the Fellowship Hall to volunteer 

in any way that you can.  We are SO appreciative for all the 

HELP we receive. 

The Deacons will also serve donuts during fellowship time 

following  worship on the fifth Sunday on October  30th, 

2022.  Any donations received at that time will be earmarked 

for the Sunday morning Adult Bible Study Group for books, 

coffee, or whatever they need.  It sounds like the Deacons 

plus congregation helpers will be busy during the month of 

OCTOBER!!!!  

The next Deacons' meeting will be held after worship on 

Sunday, Oct. 9.—submitted by Anne Wickstrom 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

The Sunday morning Adult Bible Study group has begun 

the book of “Acts” written by Luke as an account of the 

spread of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit written sometime 

between 30 AD, and 100 AD. 

Luke was a physician, an educated man, he was interested 

in recording how the Gospel was first spread to the Jews and 

then to the Gentiles from Jerusalem to Rome by the Disciples 

after they received the Holy Spirit. 

We are just finishing Chapter three of this most interesting 

book. Come and join us as we drink a cup of coffee and en-

joying exploring Luke’s writing together in the Fellowship 

Hall beginning at 8:15 each Sunday morning.—submitted by 

Sonja Collamer 

 

Stained glass window dedicated 
 

Liturgy of dedication of a new stained glass window in 

the secretarial room of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Saratoga was conducted in the sanctuary during worship 

service Sunday, Sept. 25. 

The ceremony was adapted from a liturgy created by 

former pastor Dr. John MacIntosh, who years ago dedi-

cated the other stained glass windows in the church. 

Following opening comments by the Rev. Steven Nic-

colls, the ceremony declared, “Lord we dedicate to your 

glory and to the memory of LeRoy Bush, the stained glass 

window that features the cross found in the seal of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA).” 

Next the dedication noted, “Lord we also dedicate the 

painting of the church inscribed to the memory of LeRoy 

Bush to your glory.” 

Continuing was, “We also give thanks to you O Lord for 

the skills of the artists, John and Linda-Fisher Perue who 

created the stained glass window and Dale Winthroat, who 

created the painting. May their artistic gifts bring glory to 

you throughout the coming years. 

Prior to the prayer of dedication, the minister and con-

gregation declared, “May all the glory of these two pieces 

of art go to you, Almighty God. Amen.—compiled by Dick 

Perue, Echo editor 

Members of the LeRoy Bush family attending the 

stained glass dedication were, from left, Tammy Em-

ery, Sean Emery, Tyler Emery, Jean Bush and Greg 

Bush.—Photo by Dick Perue 


