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Pastor asks for prayers in added duties
Greetings everyone
On September 12, I made an announcement during the
sermon that I accepted a request from the Presbytery of
Wyoming’s Committee on Representation and Nominations to be the Vice Moderator of the Presbytery for 2022.
I mentioned that being the vice moderator for the coming
year includes the expectation that I will be the moderator
for 2023.
I have been asked a couple of questions about what
does that mean for this church. The short answer is that
not much will change. I am NOT leaving this church. I
will remain your pastor. To those outside of the church, it
will appear like nothing has changed.
What will change is that I will have more commitments
to the presbytery. I will be a member of what is called the
council. Perhaps the best way of describing the council is
to say it is similar to the session of a church. It plans the
two Presbytery meetings we have each year and deals with
many of the issues that arise in the ministry of the Presbytery of Wyoming. That means that I will be busier than I
have been and may not be as available for impromptu mid
-week for drop in visits/meetings as I have in the past. I
may be out of town more often on “presbytery business”
the next two years as well. There will be more times when
I might be in the office, but I will not be available because
I am on a Zoom meeting.
There are a couple things I am asking the congregation
to do. First, continue to pray for me. Ask the Lord to give
me the energy to fulfill my obligations as pastor of this
church and the vice moderator of the presbytery. Also, I
ask that you be understanding if you come to the office to
chat with me (I enjoy those conversations) only to find
that I am out of town or on a Zoom meeting. I still want to
have those conversations. We just may need to schedule it.
Looking towards the month of October, I am planning
my Scripture passages based on one of the hymns we will
be singing that Sunday. On the first Sunday of October,
two of the hymns will be directly based on the Scripture
passage. It might be a fun exercise to look at the Scripture
passages in advance and see if you can guess what hymn I
am going to use to match the Scripture. —Blessings, Pastor Steve

Sermon passages for the month of October
October 3—Psalm 46
October 10—John 6:60-69
October 17—Isaiah 6:1-13
October 24—2 Corinthians 3:7-18
October 31—Psalm 61
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Autumn…a season of reflection
Like most folks, I love experiencing the changes of the
seasons. The colors of the foliage are stunning and the
dancing of shadows on the mountains as the sun smiles
down a little less each day beats anything TV has to offer.
While the busyness of summer subsides and the days
get shorter, my solar powered body not only slows down
but my mind slides in to a fog, much like the haze that
starts hanging around on a cold morning. My attitude follows suit. I didn't like the reminder of darker days approaching and less time of warmth and recreation. Fortunately through the years, I’ve had to learn how not to let
the devil steal my joy, and worse yet, pull me away from
God.
It is OK to welcome this slower pace and experience
what it has to offer. To get outside and feel the autumn
wind. To smell and hear the crispness of fallen leaves. To
watch the birds as they fly over on their trek southward.
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To fill our souls on what He desires for us.
I’m a slow learner. It’s taken me a lifetime to learn that
seeking Him first is the best life has to offer in every season! Time well spent is why it’s called “the present”.
Psalm 118:24: This is the day the Lord has made. Let
us rejoice and glad in it.
Ecclesiastes 3:1: To every thing there is a season, and a
time to every purpose under the heaven.
—submitted by Lori Erhart

Funeral held for Dick Wiant, 97
Funeral services for Upper North Platte Valley native Richard C. “Dick” Wiant, 97, were held Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, at
1:00 p.m. in the Saratoga Cemetery Chapel with the Rev.
Gene Smith of the Platte Valley Christian Center officiating.
Also performing at the service were members of the Saratoga
Odd Fellows lodge and the Army burial brigade.
Burial followed in the Wiant family plot at the Saratoga
Cemetery.
The valley native went to his Heavenly home on August 26
at the Saratoga Care Center where he had been a resident for
several years.
Dick was born in Saratoga, Wyo., on Oct. 18, 1923, to Ruth
Mary (Marston) and Acy Clyde Wiant; the first of four siblings.
He went to school in Saratoga and graduated, after which
he served from April 1943 to December 1945 in the Army
with the 112th Engineering Combat Battalion. He was in
Normandy at Omaha Beach Landing and Battle of the Bulge
in Belgium.
For years he worked on various ranches in the area, in the
timber and at the sawmill for Edward Hines and Louisiana

Pacific. After retirement,
Dick repaired lawn mowers for many locals.
Dick was a member of
the VFW, Saratoga Masonic Lodge No.14
AF&AM for 68 years, the
Saratoga Odd Fellows No.
43 for 75 years, and the
Sierra Madre Rebekah
Lodge No. 27 for 74 years.
He was preceded in
death by his parents, brothers John Wiant and Isaac
Wayne Wiant, sister Mildred Viner, and nephew Gary Viner.
He is survived by nephews Kim Viner, Dave Wiant, and
Wayne Wiant, nieces Char Wiant, April Jensen, Joan Ruzic,
and first-cousins Charles Paul Wiant, Jim Wiant, Frances Ann
Kirby, Peggy Baluska, and Patty Wiant.

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

“For Thine Is the Kingdom and the Power…”
The model prayer of Jesus concludes with a three-fold benediction that parallels the first part of the prayer. We
pray: “Thy kingdom come” and at the end we affirm: “Thine is the kingdom”. We pray: “Thy will be done” and we
affirm: “Thine is the power”, acknowledging that God has the power to accomplish His will. We pray: “Hallowed be
Thy name” and we affirm: “Thine is the glory”. These go together because “hallowed” or “holy” – or “holiness” – is
an aspect of God’s glory. Psalm 29:2 says: “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the
splendor of His holiness.”
In our discussion of “Thy kingdom come”, we established that God’s kingdom is not (yet) a kingdom of geographical territory or ‘politics’. God IS sovereign over all the universe, whether or
not people acknowledge His authority or even His existence. At present, though,
His kingdom is His spiritual rule over the hearts and lives of those who have repented and willingly submitted to His authority. They are part of the kingdom of
God; those who do not surrender and submit are not.
“Thine is…the power…” Power is an inherent characteristic of God. The writer
of Psalm 115 exclaimed: “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He
pleases”. The Greek word “dunamis”, from which derive the English words dynamic and dynamite, can also be translated “mighty works” or “wonderful works”.
Although God has unlimited power and ultimate control over everything in the universe, perhaps the outstanding
example of His power is creation itself. The prophet Jeremiah said (32:17): “Ah, Lord God! Behold, Thou hast
made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power… Nothing is too difficult for Thee.” Paul reminds us in Romans
1: “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature have been
clearly seen…” And Isaac Watts wrote a beautiful hymn that begins: “I sing the mighty power of God that made the
mountains rise, that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.”
God’s power, of course, is not limited to creation or even to sustaining His creation (see Colossians 1:17). He
demonstrated His power through the multitude of miracles in the Old Testament, and most notably, in the New Testament, in the virgin conception of Jesus and His resurrection after death and three days in the tomb.
God’s power is not demonstrated merely in wonderful works and miracles, but in the day-to-day lives of believers.
In fact, the believer’s faith should not be based on religious reasoning or theology, but on the power of God. Paul
wrote in First Corinthians 2:5: “My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the
power of God.” [Emphasis added]
—Virginia Senne

Celebration of Life held for liturgist, Elder, Session member Van Skilling
Friends and family gathered Friday afternoon, Sept. 24, at the
First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga for the Service of Witness
to the Resurrection for Van Skilling, 87, who died Sept. 15.
2021 at Ivinson Memorial Hospital in Laramie following a short
illness.
The 2:00 p.m. service included hymns, scripture readings by
Steve Ranney, son-in-law; time of remembrance by Kim Skilling, daughter, Mark Skilling, son, and Mike Edmunds of Colorado College; worship by the Rev. Steve Niccolls, pastor of the
local Presbyterian Church; musical solo by friend Teense Willford, and accompaniment by Phyllis Whitaker. Those attending
the service were provided a “Share a Story” form to further relate experiences with Van.
Immediately following the service folks gathered for a reception at the Wyoming Room of the Old Baldy Club to celebrate
Van’s life as well as enjoy a time of food, drink and the swapping of stories.
A member of the congregation wrote, “Van’s leadership in
our Church will be sorely missed. We all are praying for comfort for BJ and Kim and all the Skilling family.” Van served the
Church as a liturgist (a job he loved), Elder
and Session member.
The following obituary was submitted to
the “Echo” by the Skilling family:
David vanDiest Skilling, better known as
Van or Dad or Grank, was born on September 16, 1933 to David and Eloise (vanDiest)
Skilling in St Louis, Missouri. Having completed 88 rotations around the sun he departed this life on September 15 on the cusp
of his 88th birthday.
Van was a collector of people with a big
heart and a ready laugh. He was whip smart,
an inspiring leader in business and a life-long
learner and teacher. He was also the life of a
party, the person you most wanted by your
side in times of adversity, and the last person
you would want to cross. He loved life and
was never happier than when surrounded by
family and friends, ideally serving them drinks and stories before grilling up some of his famous ribs (or one of his many
other specialties) for dinner. For this reason, Thanksgiving was
his favorite holiday. An avid traveler, who had visited almost
every corner of the globe, he was at home wherever he found
himself in the world though he received his mail in Saratoga,
Wyoming and Palm Desert, California.
In his professional life, Van retired as Chairman and CEO of
Experian. Prior to Experian he was Executive Vice President of

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

Information Systems for TRW. Before retirement he served on
the boards of Lamson & Sessions, American Business Bank,
McData Corporation, and First American Finance. Following
retirement he served as Chairman of two public companies
CoreLogic Corp and Onvia Corp, was a member of the board of
Great American Bank, and an advisor and/or board member for
several small firms and startups including Parchment,
Verascape, kWh and Hummingbird among others.
Apart from his devotion to his family and friends and his
business acumen, his passions included: Colorado College
where he enjoyed some of the best days of his life, met his wife
BJ, served as chairman of the Board of Trustees, taught Business Strategy, was honored as a lifelong trustee and was
awarded an honorary doctorate; passing on his wisdom and experience to the next generation of business leaders; educating
school children to importance of conservation as he led them on
tours of the Living Desert in Palm Desert, CA; Saratoga Presbyterian Church where he was ordained an elder at 87. And golf.
He loved playing golf although the game didn’t always love
him. A goal he never quite achieved was to shoot his age, but he
never gave up trying and loved the
effort.
In fact, this was a hallmark of his life.
He never gave up and brought everything he had to whatever challenge lay
before him. Whether it was a complicated business venture, coordinating
the logistics of taking his family on yet
another travel adventure, or improving
a new recipe he was all in. His final
challenge was to try and battle back to
health after a mixture of medical complications put him in the hospital on
August 9. He gave it everything he had
and more and while he was not able to
overcome the odds, he fought the good
fight amazing the medical staff with
his strength and endearing himself to
his caregivers in the process.
His life motto was borrowed from Yogi Berra, when you
come to a fork in the road, take it. This led to a life well lived.
An adventure embraced. A family beloved. A community created. He made a difference in more lives than can be counted.
He invested himself in his community. He served his country
and his God with deep devotion. He left the world and the lives
he touched better for knowing him. He loved well and was well
loved and he will be deeply missed.
Van is survived by his wife of 65 years, Barbara Jo (BJ)
Chaney Skilling; children Kim (Steve Ranney) Skilling, son
Mark (Jean) Skilling; grandchildren JD, Jeff, and Chaney Skilling and John (Regina) and Tim (Maggie Philips) Ranney. He
had 3 great grandchildren, Lucy, Cohan, and Wrenley Ranney
with a fourth on the way. He is also survived by his brother Jack
(Mary Ellen) Skilling as well as many who considered Van their
“adulthood dad.”
Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have fought the fight, you have finished the race,
you have kept the faith. (Matthew 25:23 & 2 Timothy 4:7)
—Submitted by Van’s family and Dick Perue

Adult Bible Study

DO NOT BUY YOUR 2022
WALL CALENDAR YET!!
DEACONS’ DOINGS

The Sunday Morning Bible Study will meet after breakfast and before Worship (at 8:15 a.m.) on Sunday mornings. We are planning on studying the Book of Psalms by
reading and discussion. We will use Studying The Bible for
All It’s Worth and a commentary on Psalms loaned by the
Rev Niccolls as resources, plus any others we find. We
invite everyone to join with us in learning more about this
unique Book of the Bible that is filled with songs from the
people of Old Testament times to God, instead of the other
way around.—Submitted by Sonja Collamer

Highlights of September Session Meeting
The Session held its monthly meeting on September 16
and approved a request for vacation from November 1-3
and 22-28.
Other actions taken included approving a request from
Jean Bush to accept a print of the painting of the church by
her brother-in-law. It will join the other pictures of the
church in the narthex.
The Session also approved a request that memorial
funds for LeRoy Bush be used to commission John Perue
to create a stain glass window to be put in the south window of the secretary office. The stain glass will be similar
to the logo of the Presbyterian Church (USA) logo. Expect
Pastor Steve to give a descript of the multiple symbols in
the stain glass when the window is installed. The window
could be a great conversation starter.
After hearing a report from the nominating committee,
the Session agreed to call for a special congregational
meeting after worship on October 10 to elect church officers. Per PC(USA) Book of Order, no other business may
be conducted.
Upon receiving a letter from the Presbytery, the Session
decided not the pursue a mission grant because of concerns
that we would not be able to comply with conditions listed
in grant.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for October 21,
at 4:30.
—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls
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As a fundraiser the Deacons will be selling beautiful,
CHRISTIAN CALENDARS beginning in October
These make great friend, hostess, birthday,
Christmas gifts, etc.
They are also inspirational in your own home too!
Psalm 89:37: “It will be established forever like the
moon, the faithful witness in the sky.”
—Photo and scripture contributed by Carlene Sjoden.
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