
 

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship time—10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice—6:30 p.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard 

Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wick-

strom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Richard Rak-

ness 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Worship & Music—John Wickstrom. 

Leaders: 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford, David Weir 

Memorial Committee—Marty Perue, 

Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Peggy Hiser 

Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe 

Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wick-

strom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

--- River’s Edge Echo --- 
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Thinking about the ‘Now and the Not Yet’ 
 

      For the longest time I was having writer’s block while trying to come up 

with something to say in this month’s newsletter. Sure, with October 31 being 

the 503rd anniversary of Martin Luther posting the 95 Theses, I could have 

commented on how that started the Protestant Reformation and in many ways 

was the birth date of the Protestant Church. The Presbyterian denomination is 

part of the Protestant Tradition. But I have taken that path before. (See the Oc-

tober 2017 issue.) 

    What finally got me free of the block was pondering how six months ago we 

were looking at a two-week shut- down of most activities in an attempt to 

“flatten the curve” due to the Covid pandemic. Yet here we are, six months af-

ter the initial two-week shut down and Governor Mark Gordon and State 

Health Officer Dr. Alexia Harrist are still extending some of the original orders 

issued six months ago. It got 

me thinking about a theological 

doctrine known as the now and 

the not yet.  

     That theological doctrine 

points out that when Christ 

came to earth, it marked the 

inauguration of the Kingdom of 

God here on earth. We are now 

living in the age where God’s 

kingdom is beginning to take 

place. However, we still see 

that there is still a long ways to 

go before the kingdom is com-

pleted. We are waiting for the 

not yet—when Christ returns 

and we see the Kingdom of 

God complete in all its perfect 

glory. 

     I believe we can see an anal-

ogy to the theological doctrine 

of the now and not yet in how 

Wyoming is responding to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Starting in 

June, Gordon did allow a few 

of the restrictions to expire and modified a few other restrictions. We are seeing 

signs of life returning to normal. Restaurants are being allowed to have dine in 

patrons, even if it is at a reduced capacity. Schools in the area are having in 

person instruction taking place in classrooms and not on computer screens. Our 

church is allowed to have in person worship. Middle school and high school 

sports are being permitted, even if it comes with restrictions in place. Remem-

ber there are still states that have not even made this much progress towards 

recovery. In some respect we are returning to normal. 

     However, the complete recovery is part of the not yet. Just as we await the 

consummation of the Covid recovery, we are still awaiting God’s kingdom to 

be fully restored on earth. While we await the complete recovery from the 

Covid mess, let us also remember that we are living a theological time of the 

now and not yet. —Blessing, Pastor Steve  
              (see page 2 for October Scripture readings) 
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Thy Kingdom Come…   
 

After Jesus showed us that the first consideration in prayer is who God is– our Heavenly Father – 

and what He is – holy – He goes on to the next most important prayer point, the kingdom of God.   

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “the kingdom of God”?  What IS God’s kingdom?  

The Greek word for “kingdom” is “basileia”, which means to ‘rule’ or ‘reign’.  The kingdom of God, 

then, is a picture of another aspect of God’s character, His sovereignty.   We know that God rules, or 

reigns, in Heaven, but what about here on earth?  

Think of it this way:  A human king has a territory that he rules over, called a kingdom.  There have 

been, and still are, many human kings, each ruling over their own kingdoms.  But unlike earthly king-

doms with geographical boundaries, God’s kingdom technically includes everything – all of creation.  The rule of the 

eternal, sovereign God is over all the universe.  Psalm 103:19 says: “The LORD has established his throne in 

heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.” [Note: The Bible uses the phrases “kingdom of God” and “kingdom of 

Heaven” interchangeably.]]  

Not only is God eternal, but His kingdom is eternal, lasting through all generations.  In Daniel 4:3, we find King 

Nebuchadnezzar speaking of God: “How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!  His kingdom is an eternal 

kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.” 

In one sense, then, the kingdom of God incorporates everything that is.  The idea of a kingdom of God is not pri-

marily one of space or territory or politics, as in an earthly kingdom, but rather one of 

spiritual rule, reign, and sovereign control.  This is what Jesus meant when he said to 

Pontius Pilate in John 18:36…  "My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my ser-

vants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders.  But now my kingdom is 

from another place [Heaven]." Pontius Pilate would have felt threatened by talk of a new 

kingdom, but Jesus assured him that his was not an earthly kingdom, but a spiritual one.    

In the model prayer that Jesus taught us, he said we should pray “thy kingdom come”.  If 

God’s kingdom is all of creation, why should we pray that his kingdom will come?  Like 

human kings whose subjects can rebel or flout their authority, God has “subjects” who 

do not respect him as king or recognize his right to have authority over them.  There are 

many people who do not acknowledge God as the ultimate authority, and so, in that sense, his kingdom is not 

“present” everywhere.   

Selwyn Hughes (“Every Day with Jesus”) explains that when we pray “Thy kingdom come”, we are asking God to 

be sovereign in “every part and corner of the universe where His rule is presently resisted.”  We are asking for Him 

to rule and to reign in hearts and souls everywhere, “transporting to all parts of the universe…the power that over-

comes all sin, all rebellion and all evil.”                                --Virginia Senne 

Scripture Passages for October  
 

Oct. 4—Matthew 21:33-46 (World Wide Communion Sun.) 

Oct. 11—Guest Preacher. Pastor Steve will be out of the 

state officiating his first wedding as an ordained minister. 

Oct. 18—Ezra 9:10-15 With this sermon on Ezra, Pastor 

Steve will have preached at least one sermon from every 

book of the Bible since coming to Saratoga 

Oct. 25--Acts 4:1-22. 

——————————————————————— 

Pictured at the 400 year celebration of Columbus Day 

in 1892 were children from both the Saratoga school 

and the rural Kling country school located on lower 

Cedar Creek. Shown are: (l. to r.) back row: Will 

Kling, Ella Meason, Will Ryan, and Miss Lida Hood, 

Kling school teacher; middle row: Etta Kling, Mable 

Brewer and Dot Kling; front row: Ed Ryan, the Max-

field daughters, Mabel Meason, Frank Brewer and Mamie Brewer.—Photo and identification courtesy of 

Elva Evans, author of just released pictorial history 

book entitled “Saratoga 150 Years”. Historical photos 

in the book are provided by Dick Perue. 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 



A Bit of Our Past: 

1908 Ladies Aid Publishes Cook Book 
Yes, you read this right. The Ladies Aid Society of the Pres-

byterian Church published a cookbook in December of 1908.  

While “de-cluttering” family items, this cookbook was found, 

much to my delight. 

     Especially interesting, was a 

handwritten Helpful Hint on the 

Recipe Index, a filled cookie recipe 

(page 45), by Mrs. Frank White that 

is marked with penciled x’s, the ad-

vertisements, and the ladies’ names.  

Please see photos attached. 

     A lot of the recipes said bake or 

cook until done.  I did not figure it 

out until I read an ad in the cook-

book for Rock Springs coal.  Cook 

stoves burned wood or coal at that 

time.  Most ladies knew how their 

individual stove and oven cooked & 

baked.  Each stove was different, so if you put a certain tempera-

ture and how long to cook or bake, that same recipe may be dif-

ferent using your neighbor’s stove 

and oven. 

Research for why publish a 

cookbook in 1908 led me to review 

past articles from the Saratoga Sun 

- 1893 through 1909 – These ladies 

were busy:  fairs and bazaars were 

given, suppers and entertainment 

were given monthly if not more 

often, “Missionary Teas” were introduced to the Saratoga Soci-

ety circa February 7, 1896, and 

successful monthly meetings 

were held. 

     Even though there was no 

mention of this terrific cook-

book in the articles searched; it 

is noted the bazaar in 1907 

purpose was as quoted by Mrs. 

C.E. Jensen, “It is the intention 

of the society to give a series 

of entertainments all looking toward the raising of a sufficient 

fund to properly fence the church grounds and put them in good 

shape.”  In a later arti-

cle of the Saratoga Sun, 

painting was added to 

the fencing of the prop-

erty.”  I like to think 

this is the reason for the cookbook;  and that the “ladies of the 

church” are usually great cooks.  Thanks for letting me share a 

bit of our past with you. 

This writer would like to credit The Saratoga Sun, thank Dick 

Perue for his extremely helpful assistance, Wyoming Newspa-

pers.Org. for research, and past-present-future Ladies Aid Soci-

ety of the Pres-

b y t e r i a n 

Church of Sara-

toga, Wyo. 
 

—Submitted by 

Carlene Sjoden 

LOOKING  FOR  LEADERS 
 

It's that time of year again folks!  The nominating commit-

tee is looking for Session members and Deacons to start serv-

ing the Lord beginning in January 2021. 

The nominating committee will meet in October, a slate 

will be presented and voted on by the congregation in No-

vember, and they will be installed in December.   

If you are interested in becoming a Deacon or a Session 

member, please talk with John Wickstrom (nominating com-

mittee chairperson) at 326-8103; Richard Rakness; Frances 

Kirby or Sonja Collamer. 

There is no better way to learn how the First Presbyterian 

of Saratoga functions than to volunteer your time and talents 

on the Session or the Deacons. 

Presbytery of Wyoming Update 
    The Presbytery of Wyoming held its fall meeting on the 

afternoon of Friday, September 25 and the morning of Sep-

tember 26. This meeting was in a hybrid format with some 

commissioners attending in person at First Presbyterian 

Church, Cheyenne and others via Zoom.   

     Friday afternoon’s session consisted of receiving reports 

from various committees and a couple of training sessions. 

The first training session consisted reviewing the Presby-

tery’s policies on preventing sexual abuse. There are two 

policies on this topic. The first one covering preventing sex-

ual abuse in general and a second policy providing more pro-

tection for minors and vulnerable adults. Our Session, as re-

quired by the Book of Order, has its own policy covering 

these issues that was adopted last year.  

     The second training involved a way of seeing God called 

“missiology.” The short version of this idea is to see God as a 

missionary, going out and seeking people. This is a different 

paradigm than a traditional view which sees God as being up 

in heaven or perhaps hanging around in our sanctuaries wait-

ing for people to come to him. The Friday session ended with 

a Communion Service and a dinner (food provided by 

Dicky’s) for those of us attending in Cheyenne. 

    On Saturday morning, the Presbytery approved some revi-

sions to the Presbytery’s operations manual. It also approved 

some editorial changes to the Sexual Abuse Prevention and 

Minors and Vulnerable Adults policies. The Nominating 

Committee presented nominees to various committees and 

the Presbytery voted to accept the nominees. The 2021 

budget was approved. A proposal from an administrative 

commission working with two churches in Fremont County 

who are struggling to survive was discussed and approved. 

     Finally, recommendations coming from a joint administra-

tive council (consisting of representatives from the Presby-

tery of Plains and Peaks and the Presbytery of Wyoming) was 

approved. The Presbytery meeting ended with an installation 

service for the new moderator, Rev. Diana Hartman 

(Associate Pastor, First Presbyterian, Cheyenne) and new 

vice moderator, Mark Owens (Ruling Elder, Shepherd of the 

Hills, Casper).    

    The next Presbytery meeting will take place in April with 

location to be announced.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Nic-

colls 



First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 

Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 

Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

The Deacons met after worship on Sunday, September 13th, 

2020.  After prayer and roll call, a secretary's update was read 

and approved.  An updated treasurer's report was also read and 

approved. Moderator Carlene Sjoden thanked Laurie and Bobby 

Johnston for the donation of a file cabinet to hold our cards for 

the card ministry and for moving it to the church. She also 

thanked Becky Strickland for her work on the welcome basket 

for the new doctor and the thank you basket for the medical 

clinic staff. 

A Deacon is needed to work with Ken Collamer from the 

Session on the yearly reviewing and updating of the Church's 

membership list.  Anne Wickstrom will work with Ken.  The 

Deacons request a completed copy of the updated list for their 

card ministry. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to cancel our com-

munity outreach soup luncheons usually held in October and 

also to cancel any Deacon's fifth Sunday donuts due to the con-

tinuing rise in Covid cases in Wyoming. 

The Deacons are planning to participate in the community 

“Giving Tree” when it comes out this December. 

As always, if you have ideas for Deacon projects and/or 

names for the card ministry, please contact one of the Deacons. 

HAVE A BLESSED AUTUMN! 

      —Submitted by Anne Wickstrom 

Adult Bible Study 
After several months of shut down because of the COVID-

19 pandemic, the Sunday morning Adult Bible Study group 

resumed meetings with the study of the Book of Romans. 

Anyone interested in Bible study is invited to join the 

group  each Sunday morning at 8:15 in the Fellowship Hall to 

share these lessons. 

Chapter I, verse 11 of Romans proclaims, “For I long to 

see you, that ‘I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to 

the end ye may be established’.” 

Session Highlights 
      On September 17, Session members held their regular 

monthly meeting. The Session received the report from the 

Deacons and a draft treasurer’s report. The treasurer reported 

there was a discrepancy that is being looked into. The Session 

also discussed facility issues such as blowing out irrigation 

systems at both the manse and the church, and the need to do 

some pruning to make the hand rails to the entrance of the 

sanctuary easily accessible 

The following actions were taken by the Session: 

     1) Pastor Steve’s vacation request for October 9-12 and 

November 23-30.  

     2) Approve $200 from the memorial fund to buy some 

maps of biblical times along with a tripod stand. These maps 

will be very useful and there will be a plaque in memory of 

Betty Dean, who was very active in adult Bible study (among 

many other activities).     

     3) Continue to suspend having fellowship after worship 

due to issues with being able to safely have fellowship and 

keep social distancing in place.  

      4) Approved an infant baptism in October and will re-

ceive Georgia Schoer as a new member and baptism in No-

vember. 

      5) Approved a request from the Platte Valley Ministerial 

Association to use the sanctuary on the evening of November 

22 for the annual ecumenical Thanksgiving service. 

     The next scheduled meeting of the Session is October 15 

at 4:30.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

P.W. PEACAN SALES NOW UNDERWAY 
Contact Frances Kirby or order 

in Presbyterian Church narthex  


