
 

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship time—10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice—6:30 p.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard 

Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wick-

strom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Richard Rak-

ness 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Worship & Music—John Wickstrom. 

Leaders: 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford, David Weir 

Memorial Committee—Marty Perue, 

Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Peggy Hiser 

Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe 

Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wick-

strom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

--- River’s Edge Echo --- 
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Pastor Steve reflects on past 1,826 days as minister here 
     In some ways it is hard to believe that I have been the pastor of this church 

for 1,826 days. I will let you do the math to figure out how many years that is. 

During that time, I have learned a few things. For example: I have learned that 

preaching in-

doors has fewer 

challenges than 

preaching in a 

parking lot. I also 

learned that it 

possible to have 

two congrega-

tions in one ser-

vice. There are 

those who stay in 

Saratoga year-

round and then 

there are the snow birds who try to time it perfectly so that they come to Sara-

toga after the last snowfall of spring/summer and leave before the first real 

snowfall of the winter. I still recall the first year I was in Saratoga feeling proud 

of finally learning everyone’s name only to have a whole new “class” arrive the 

next Sunday and having to learn more names. 

     I also learned that all those closure gates I drove past during the 235 miles 

of I 80 between the Utah/ Wyoming boarder and Walcott Junction get plenty of 

use between Thanksgiving and June 1. WY-

DOT seems to believe in the motto  “have 

closure gates, will use them every opportunity 

we get.” I have learned how to drive in the 

snow and how if I politely tell the trooper at 

the closure gate in Sinclair that I am a Sara-

toga resident driving home, I probably will be 

granted permission to drive on the closed in-

terstate and make it home. I also have learned 

that while cow tipping is not really a thing, in 

windy Wyoming RV and big rig tipping is.  

     I knew going into this position that there 

would be Denver Bronco fans who would 

want me to be done with the worship service 

in time to get home for the 11:00 a.m. kick-off 

on those Sundays the Broncos are playing on 

the East Coast. However, I did not stop to consider that deer and elk hunting 

season would hurt church attendance, nor did I ever stop to think about calving 

season.  

     The best thing about the past 1,826 days are all the friendships and good 

times Emily and I have made. I thank God that he called me to such a loving 

church as this one.—Blessings, Pastor Steve 
           

Scripture Passages for November 
 

Nov. 1—Romans 1:16,17 and Habakkuk 2:1-4 

         Nov. 8—Acts 8:26-40                   Nov. 15—Acts 9:10-19 

Nov. 22—Matthew 25:31-46 (Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at 5:00)  

Nov. 29—Ken Collamer guest preaching. (First Sunday in Advent) 

Pastor Steve baptizes Paige 

See details inside Echo.—
Photo by Emily Niccolls  



 

The Kingdom of God…  (continued) 
 

Last month, we saw that Jesus said His was not an earthly kingdom, but a spiritual one, which originated in Heaven.  

Before we continue with Jesus’ model prayer, let’s consider where the kingdom of God can be found, and if it is 

coming at some future time, or is it here now?  
  

The answers depend on the Bible translation you use.  I believe the most accurate translations of Luke 17:20-21 are 

those in which, when the Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God 

would come, He said: “the kingdom of God is in your midst.”  (Some transla-

tions say: “among you”.)  The kingdom would not be inaugurated with fanfare 

and ceremony; there would be no great human leader who would stake out a 

geographical claim and who would rout the Romans.   Rather, the kingdom 

would come silently and unseen, much as leaven works in a batch of dough un-

til all the dough rises.   
 

In Matthew 13:33, the parable of the leaven, Jesus was saying that the kingdom 

of God had already begun, right under the Pharisees’ noses. The King Himself 

was standing among them – although the Pharisees were oblivious to that fact – 

and God was already ruling in the hearts of some of the people.  The kingdom would spread amongst the people like 

leaven through the flour.   
 

Jesus preached that repentance is necessary to be part of the kingdom of God [see Matthew 4:17], which can be 

equated with salvation – being “saved” or “born again”.  What does John 3:5 say?  “Jesus answered, "Very truly I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.”  The apostle Paul recog-

nized that becoming a subject in the kingdom of God was the result of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  In Colos-

sians 1:13-14, Paul wrote:  “He [God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness [the bondage of sin] and trans-

ferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  
 

To summarize, the kingdom of God is within you, within your heart.  If it is not within you now, it is within your 

reach, available to you, if you repent of your sins,  acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and gladly surrender to 

God’s rule in your heart.  But at the same time, it is true to say that the kingdom of God is in our midst or among us.   

When Jesus was on earth, He was inaugurating the kingdom as He changed the hearts of people, one at a time.  And 

now that He is no longer living on earth, the kingdom of God is in the world in the form of the church.  When we 

pray “Thy kingdom come”, we are praying that the kingdom will grow, like the leaven in the flour, until “all the 

dough rises”, until the kingdom includes every person, every soul, in the world.  A tall order, but one in keeping with 

God’s own heart – and so we should continue to pray “Thy kingdom come”!             --Virginia Senne 

Witnessing the baptizing of Paige Rakness by Pastor Steve Niccolls, far right, are Doug and Sheila Kirk 

(maternal grandparents of Paige and parents of Mackenzie) Scott & Michelle Rakness (paternal grand-

parents of Paige and parents of Anthony Rakness), Anthony, Mackenzie, Jaxton (standing in front of 

Anthony) and Paige Rakness, John Wickstrom and Pastor Steve.—Photo by Sherry Parlow 



Election, Thanksgiving Nov. events 
     On November 15, immediately after worship, we will 

have a special congregational meeting called for the sole 

purpose of electing officers. Our nominating committee is 

working hard to present a slate of deacons, elders, corpora-

tion president, vice president and members at large as next 

year’s nominees to be elected. While a slate will be pre-

sented, nominations from the floor are always in order. 

Just make sure the person you are nominating is willing to 

accept and is a member of the church.     

      On November 22, the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiv-

ing service will take place. As normal, the service will be 

at 5:00 and held in the sanctuary of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Saratoga. The new pastor at First Baptist, Greg 

Snell, will be presenting the message. Due to Covid-19 

concerns, there will not be a pot luck held at St. Ann’s af-

ter the service. Also, we will have some soloists presenting 

music but there will not be congregational singing of 

hymns. The Platte Valley Ministerial Alliance is working 

on making the service available via live streaming. How-

ever, the details of how to access the live stream were not 

available at press time.  

     November 29 is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our 

tradition, we will be having the lighting of the Advent 

Candle each Sunday and then on Christmas Eve. Tradi-

tionally the lighting of the candles is led by a different 

family or group each Sunday. (Note: a group can be a 

group of friends, it does not need to be an “official” group 

of the church.) If you are interested in signing up let Pastor 

Steve know and we will schedule you in.  

Finances discussed at Session meeting 
      On October 15 the Session held their regular monthly meet-

ing and received reports from the Deacons and treasurer. While 

giving is below budget projections, we are still doing ok finan-

cially.  

     The Session received reports from committees. During the 

building and grounds report, a couple of options were discussed 

concerning snow removal and it was agreed that we will follow 

up on the issue before the snow falls. Christian Education dis-

cussed how the Romans Bible study is going well. The Member-

ship committee reported that steps are being taken to review the 

accuracy of our membership rolls. The Nominating Committee 

reported they would be meeting after worship on October 18 to 

start creating a slate of nominees for church officers. They also 

requested a special congregational meeting to be held on No-

vember 15 after worship for the sole purpose of electing offi-

cers. 

     The following actions were taken by the Session: 

      —Granting permission for Pastor Steve to have study leave 

time on November 9-11 to attend a retreat at the Highlands Pres-

byterian Camp and Retreat Center in Allenspark CO. 

      —To call a special congregational meeting on November 15, 

after worship for the sole  purpose to elect church officers 

   The next scheduled meeting of the Session is November 19 at 

4:30.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

 In observance of Veterans Day and to honor all those who have 

served our great nation over the years we offer the following: 
 

Just a common Veteran 
 

He was getting old and paunchy and his hair was falling fast. 

And he sat around the Legion, telling stories of the past. 

Of a war that he once fought in and the deeds that he had done, 

In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroes, every one. 
 

And ‘tho sometimes to his neighbors his tales became a joke, 

All his buddies listened quietly for they knew where of he spoke. 

But we’ll hear his tales no longer, for ol’ Joe has passed away, 

And the world’s a little poorer for a Veteran died today. 
 

He won’t be mourned by many, just his children and his wife. 

For he lived an ordinary, very quiet sort of life. 

He held a job and raised a family, going quietly on his way; 

And the world won’t note his passing, ‘tho a Veteran died today. 
 

When politicians leave this earth, their bodies lie in state, 

While 1000s note their passing, & proclaim that they were great. 

Papers tell of their life stories from the time they were young 

But the passing of a Veteran goes unnoticed and unsung. 
 

Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of our land, 

Some jerk who breaks his promise and cons his fellow man? 

Or the ordinary fellow who in times of war and strife, 

Goes off to serve his country and offers up his life? 
 

The politician’s stipend and the style in which he lives, 

Are often disproportionate to the service that he gives. 

While the ordinary Veteran, who offered up his all, 

Is paid off with a medal and perhaps a pension, small. 
 

It is not the politicians with their compromise and ploys, 

Who won for us the freedom that our country now enjoys. 

Should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand, 

Would your want some cop-out, with his every waffling stand? 

Or would you want a Veteran, his home, his country, his kin, 

Just a common Veteran, who would fight until the end. 
 

He was just a common Veteran, and his ranks are growing thin, 

But his presence should remind us we may need his likes again. 

For when countries are in conflict, we find the Veteran’s part 

Is to clean up all the troubles that the politicians start. 

                 —Author: just an unknown common Veteran 
    —submitted by Dick Perue 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 
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of Saratoga 
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DEACONS' DOINGS 
 

The Deacon Board held their October meeting on the 

11th after Sunday worship service.  Four members were 

present. Three members were absent. 

We continue to sponsor and send birthday, anniversary, 

wedding, sympathy cards to our community.  We voted to 

give the Valley Service Organization (VSO) Saratoga 

$200 for the Christmas angel tree, Helping Hands Saratoga 

for their Thanksgiving Dinners 

$50, and Wyoming Rescue Mis-

sion, Casper $50 for their 

Thanksgiving Dinners. Thanks 

to our amazing congregation for 

your donations, we give to oth-

ers.  We appreciate all of you so 

much. 

The Board members met after 

church October 25, 2020 to as-

semble 22 Happy Halloween 

bags for the Saratoga Care Center residents.  Thank you 

Laurie Johnston (for the great idea too!), Becky Strick-

land, Sandy  

Willford, Susan Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Pastor 

Steve, and Carlene Sjoden for your time and your dona-

tions to this FUN project!  See photos on this page. 

DEACON BOARD MEETING, after worship, Novem-

ber 8, 2020.—submitted by Carlene Sjoden, Moderator 

Adult Bible Study Group 
 

The Adult Bible Study Group is probably different from 

any Bible studies that you may have participated in before. 

Our approach is more akin to a book club in that instead of a 

teacher, we have a discussion among equals about the text 

we are studying. If this approach appeals to you, we would 

welcome you to the discussion at 8:30 on Sunday mornings. 

We are now discussing the Book of Romans, a book writ-

ten by Paul addressed to the Jews in Rome with the purpose 

of answering the questions that the Jews had about why they 

should leave their faith and follow Jesus Christ as the Mes-

siah they had been praying for. 

In Romans 8:37 Paul says, “No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor de-

mons, neither the present nor the future nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. —submitted by Sonja Collamer 

Treat bag 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

Deacons Susan Collamer, Laurie Johnston, Carlene 

Sjoden and Sandy Willford pose for photo while mak-

ing Halloween treat bags for the Saratoga Care Cen-

ter residents. —Photos submitted by Carlene Sjoden 


