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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga, Wyoming
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www.saratoga-presbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard
Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom
Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom
Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan
Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky
Strickland.
Session Committees:
Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland
Christian Education—Richard Rakness
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Ken Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission—Vickie Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder; Peggy Hiser
Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe
Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wickstrom
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

March 2020

Want a Clear Answer from God?
Ever had a tough decision to make and caught yourself wishing that God
would give you a clear picture of what his will is? I know I have. That is why
when I was reading the most recent Christianity Today magazine, a column
entitled “God Will Not Speak to You Through Skywriting” (written by Jen
Wilkin) caught my attention. While the title is humorous, Ms. Wilken’s points
are sobering.
First, she looks at the history of those times when God spoke directly to
people and then looked at how they responded. For example, God spoke to
Moses in a burning bush and yet instead of acting immediately upon God’s instructions, he came up with a ton of excuses for why he could not do that. God
spoke clearly to Jonah and instead of going to Nineveh, he ran the other direction until a whale’s belly changed his mind. Gideon received clear instructions
and yet needed a couple of night time tests involving fleece before he got the
picture. Finally, we know that God clearly told Adam and Eve not to eat from
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. We are still suffering the consequences of the first couple’s failure to obey. With such a track record, do we
think we would be any better if God spoke to us in a burning bush or wrote his
will on our living room wall. (Besides, if God wrote on our walls it would
probably be in Hebrew anyway. If God does write it, don’t come to me. My
Hebrew is not that good.)
After pointing out that even those who received a clear message from God
still had problems obeying, Wilkin brings us some good news. God’s will is
within reach of all of us. It comes in the form of his holy word, the Bible. For
example, Paul tells us in Romans 12:2, not to conform ourselves to the patterns
of this world, but be transformed by the renewal of our minds. 1 Peter 1:15 tells
us to be holy in all that we do. In the same thread Leviticus 11:45 instructs us,
“Therefore, be holy because I am holy.” Finally, our Lord in the Sermon on the
Mount informs us to seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness. Then everything else will be added to us.
—Want a Clear Answer . . . Continued on page 3

Spring time in the Rockies . . .

With the official start of Spring March 19 many folks will try to
shake off the “Cabin Fever” doldrums generated from the blaughs of
a long, snowy winter.—Photo by Sherry Parlow

Adult Bible Study

Bible Study held throughout Year

The Sunday morning group finished their study of John
(who calls himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved”). In
the closing words of John’s book Ch. 21, vs. 25 John
writes “ Jesus did many other things as well. If every one
of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole
world would not have room for the books that would be
written.” John wrote many of the events of Jesus life, it is
a fascinating book.
We have begun the study of Proverbs, an Old Testament book written by King Solomon with the help of a
group of wise men writing some of the chapters. The
Book was written in the tenth century B.C. Chapter 1 begins, “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of
Israel: for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for acquiring a disciplined and
prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair;...”
We are looking forward to exploring this Book, come
and join us at 8:15 on Sunday mornings for an hour of
lively conversation in the Fellowship Hall!

Three times a year this church has a mid-week Bible
study. Like this year, the first one is usually around the season of Lent. The other two studies normally take place during the Summer and the Fall. This year’s Lent study started
this past Tuesday, and meets at 2:30. It is not too late to join
in. We are looking at seven psalms that are often used during
the Lenten Season (Psalms 6,32,38,51,102,130, and 143).
The primary goal of these Bible studies is to encourage all
of us to engage with the Bible more than just a short period
of time on Sunday morning. Another goal is to try to build
community among those who are participating in these studies.
While there has been a consistent demand for the Tuesdays at 2:30 time slot, Pastor Steve is willing to have one (or
more) Bible studies in the evenings to accommodate those
who still are working. As has been announced before, if there
is another time that is more convenient for a group of people,
let Pastor Steve know. He is willing to have Bible studies at
other times as well. Also, if there is a book of the Bible or a
topic you would like to have a study on, let Pastor Steve
know that as well. He is always looking for idea.—Submitted
by Pastor Steve Niccolls.

—Submitted by Sonja Collamer.

OUR FATHER…
This is the first in a series of meditations on the first line of the Lord’s Prayer. I believe it was John Calvin who
observed that, like the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s prayer is in two parts. The first part focuses on God; the second part focuses on our needs, concerns and responsibilities.
“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.’” [Emphasis mine] The first sentence is all about God, nothing about us. This prayer teaches us to seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and that all other things that we need shall be added. In
ANY prayer that we address to God, it is crucial that we focus first on Him.
Selwyn Hughes, in the September-October 2019 edition of “Every Day with Jesus”, said: “we will
never rise higher in our prayer lives than our understanding and concept of God… [If] you do not hold
in your heart a picture of God as He really is, then your prayers will be short-circuited and, like electricity when it has nowhere else to go, will run into the earth.”
We often address God as “Father” when we pray to Him. But it is not enough to simply say the
word. We need to have an accurate picture of God AS our “Father”. Think about your understanding
of God. How do you view God, both by Himself and in relation to yourself?
Two things we can agree on about God: 1) He is eternal – that is, He had no beginning and will have no end; and
2) He is the Creator of all things. Genesis 1… “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Although God is the Creator of all things and all people, He has an intimate, father/child relationship with those
who believe in Him and in His Son Jesus Christ. That is what elevates believers from simply “the created” to
“family”, to sons and daughters who can legitimately call God “Father”. Galatians 3:26… “So in Christ Jesus you
are all children of God though faith.”
Selwyn Hughes elaborated: “A father is a person; therefore, God is not an invisible force behind the machinery of
the universe. A father is able to hear; therefore, God is not an impersonal being, aloof from all our troubles and trials. And above all, a father is predisposed [that is, it is in his nature] … to give careful attention to what his child
says.”
When we address God as “Father” in our prayers, we should have in our minds a picture of the eternal creator,
with all the boundless majesty and power that that implies; but we should also hold in our hearts a feeling of God as
a Person “who has a father’s heart, a father’s love and a father’s disposition.” When we pray to God as “Father”, we
can and should come to Him [and] talk to Him, “with all the trust, confidence, openness and frankness of a child.”
--Virginia Senne

Want a Clear . . .

Session Assigns Committee Chairs
The Session meeting on February 20 saw a pretty routine meeting. The minutes from the Congregational Meeting were approved by the Session on behalf of the congregation per a motion passed by the congregation to delegate
that to the Session, as well as approving the regular January meeting. The Session also approved collecting the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday (as is traditional for the church) and approved a request from the
Deacons to have the general budget cover cleaning supplies for the kitchen.
The board also assigned committee chairs. The assignments are as follows: Buildings and Grounds -- Herman
Strickland, Christian Education – Richard Rakness, Congregational Care – all Deacons and Session members, Endowments – Ken Collamer, Evangelism/Membership –
Ken Collamer, Memorial – Vickie Stolns, Missions –
Vickie Stolns, and Worship and Music – John Wickstrom.
It is also worth noting that John was appointed earlier to
be Clerk of Session.
Pastor Steve gave a preliminary report concerning the
results of the church surveys. As of February 20, there
were 15 responses. Some of the major points in the survey
is the overwhelming majority wanted to keep worship at
9:30. Music, fellowship and the sermons were frequently
mentioned as
the best part of
the
service,
and about twothirds of the
congregation
pays no attention to what is happening at the national level
of the denomination. We will continue to receive survey
response through the early part of march. Surveys are
available from the church office and can be found and submitted on line at our web page (www.saratogapresbyterian.com) Full results will be posted on the web
page mid-March and the office will provide a report to The
River’s Edge Echo for the April edition.—Submitted by
Pastor Steve Niccolls

—continued from front page

Will the Bible tell us to take job X or stay with job Y?
Will the Bible tell us what house to buy? Probably not.
But by knowing what Scripture demands we will be able
to know whether the choices before us are consistent with
the choices our Heavenly Father would want us to make.
Often when we look for God’s will, I believe his answer is
choose either one. If we know what Scripture says, we will
already know if one of the options in front of us is the
wrong one.
With this month being Women’s History Month, I will
preach from a couple of passages that feature women of
the Bible as well as continue on my quest to preach one
sermon from every book of the Bible by the end of 2020.
By the end of March there will only be nine books on
which I have not preached from the list.—Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for March
March 1—II Samuel 12:1-14 David and Nathan
March 8—Judges 4:1-23 Deborah (along with Jael)
March 15—II Kings 22:11-20 Huldah (Beware of
the Ides of March)
March 22—Exodus 1:15-22 Shiphrah and Puah
March 29—Ezekiel 37:1-14 Dry bones

In observance of Women’s History Month

WYOMING’S FIRST women newspaper owners are
shown in front of their “Platte Valley Lyre” building
in Saratoga, Wyo. in 1894. The newspaper’s editor,
Gertrude M. Huntington, is on the right holding a
copy of the paper. Her sister, Laura C. Huntington,
left, was the business manager. The building is located in downtown Saratoga on Bridge Street, east of
the Wolf Hotel and now (2020) houses an art gallery.
—Photo from glass plate in Bob Martin/Dick Perue collection. Historical Reproductions by Perue.

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

— DEACON’S DOINGS —
The Deacons met after worship on Sunday February 9th.
We now have a full slate of officers. Carlene Sjoden is Co
-Moderator and Sandy Willford is the other Co-Moderator.
Anne Wickstrom is the Secretary/Treasurer/ Reporter for
2020. We usually meet on the second Sunday after worship services. We also have a full slate of Deacons with
Susan Collamer, Becky Strickland, and Laurie Johnston.
Thanks to all these ladies for helping out! If anyone has
any ideas or suggestions for the Deacons, please see one of
us.
The Deacons will be providing a Ham and Bean Luncheon for the congregation on Sunday March 15th after worship. The Deacons will be providing the ham, beans, and
drinks. Watch for the circulating sheet to sign up for side
dishes or desserts from the congregation. This should provide all of us a fun pre-Easter time for fellowship!
The Deacons have continued to send cards for birthdays,
anniversaries, bereavement, sickness, etc. We are using a
pared-down list from Betty Dean's mission. If you know
of someone who is need of a card, please let us know
names and addresses and we'll gladly send one.
Thanks to all those who monetarily contribute to the
Deacons' fund and to all those who help the Deacons by
donating food and giving ideas for our work. The Deacons
will meet again on Sunday March 8th.—Submitted by
Anne Wickstrom

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

Children’s Bible Study teachers, John and Anne
Wickstrom, meet with Dominic Nocerini during a
recent lesson.—Photo by Gloria Rakness

Children’s Bible Story Study
The Children’s Bible Study continued with a new Bible
verse: Come Follow Me (Matthew 4:19). The lessons and
stories were: Shepherds Story (Luke 2:8-20); Follow the
Star (Matthew 2:1-12; Jesus is Baptized (Matthew 3:1317, and Jesus Calls the Fishermen (Matthew 4:18-22).
This month’s Echo features comments of John and
Anne Wickstrom who assist in teaching the Children’s
Sunday School.
John and Anne noted, “We like that we can work as a
team. We look at our lesson early during the week, discuss
what we’d like to do and finalize ideas and material
throughout the week. We also enjoy rotating with other
teachers, so we don’t always miss worship service.”
Thank you John and Anne and also to Emily Niccolls,
Cindy Kessler, Becky Strickland and Dave Weir who
serve as teachers this session as well.—Submitted by Gloria Rakness, also one of the teachers.

