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Internal debate continues between being ‘patriotic American or Christian’
I have been having an internal debate concerning how to
balance being a patriotic American and also be a Christian
for a couple of years. January 6 of this year became a tipping
point for me. On that date a mob, spurred on by the words of
encouragement of a president who lost a re-election bid,
stormed the capitol building with the stated intention to stop
a legislative session of both houses of Congress. Many of the
mob were calling for the death of members of the Congress,
including the Vice President of the United States and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. One of the most
depressing things about the revolt were the large number of
rioters displaying symbols of the Christian faith. (I guess they
never read Romans 13:1. Or, if they have, they do not believe
Paul when he writes “The authorities that exist have been
established by God—emphasis mine.) Those who believed
the elections were fraudulent had their day (actually 50 days)
in court. Even the Supreme Court ruled against their claims.
The issue was settled. God could have intervened but did not.
Regardless of our views of the candidates, we need to rely on
Paul’s statement in Romans 13:1.
As Christians, we are supposed to follow the example of
Christ. In Matthew 22:21 (along with parallel verses in Mark
12:17 and Luke 20:25) Jesus is responding to a question
about paying taxes. His response is, “Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Clearly the White
House is Caesar’s and we need to render it unto him
As a person with a BA in Political Science and 28 years
teaching (most of them teaching history and government), I
appreciate the right to peacefully assemble and to petition the
government for redress. However, the people who stormed
the Capitol Building were the exact opposite of peaceful.
What would Jesus have to say to the mob? I think we have a
great example in Matthew 26:51,52. Jesus and his disciples
are in the Garden when Judas brings a group from chief
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priests to arrest Jesus. If any event in history was unjust and
worthy of a violent revolt, this would be it. One of the disciples (John declares it is Peter) pulls out a sword and cut off
the ear of the high priest’s servant. Jesus rebuked the disciple
and admonished him that, “all who draw the sword will die
by the sword.” For disciples of Jesus violence is not the answer.
The last 15 months have been the most turbulent 15
months I can remember. We have had to deal with the
COVID pandemic and all the governmental regulations that
came with it. We have seen a number of incidents where police used deadly force and large crowds violently protested a
perceived injustice. We have
had what might have been the GOD BLESS AMERICA
most contentious Presidential
Election in our lifetime. And,
unfortunately, we witnessed a
deadly riot take place in the
Capitol Building while Congress was in session. Through
all this chaos, we who are
followers of Jesus Christ have
two tasks. First, we need to remember, as the old gospel song
declares, “O Lord, you know I have no friend like you/ If
heaven’s not my home / then Lord what will I do/ The Angels beckon me/ from Heaven’s open door/ And I can’t feel
at home in this world anymore.”—Author Unknown This World is
Not My Home (published 1919)

The other thing we are to do is let our light shine before
men, that they may see our good deeds and praise our Father
in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) Destroying the Capitol Building
and threatening to kill governmental officials – including the
Vice President and the Speaker of the House of Representatives -- is NOT displaying good deeds.—Blessings, Pastor
Steve

—Scripture Readings for July on back page

Blessed 131st Birthday to First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga

1911 picture of West end of Bridge St. before it goes up hill. Right from windmill: school house, Paulson
(Price) house, Presbyterian Church, Wiant & Clemments homes with women walking along muddy Bridge St.
The following item was taken from the Sun dated 1890: "The Presbyterian Church of Saratoga was organized in the summer of 1890 by Dr. Kirkwood and Rev. Wottring. Services were held in the Episcopal Church building for sometime, but
since a regular pastor has been stationed here, the organization has used the school house. The pastor is Rev. F. M. Collier
and he holds services here the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays. The 3rd Sunday is devoted to Missionary work in the county.
Steps are being taken toward erection of a church building, probably to be put up during summer.—submitted by Dick Perue

Fellowship Hour to resume this week

Cindy Kessler playing viola during special music time
at worship service June 20. She dedicated the piece,
"My All and All" to honor her Father and all the
Dad's who support their children.—Photo and submission by
Carlene Sjoden

After having to forgo fellowship time for over a year,
we will be resuming the practice on June 27 th.
This article is intended to remind us of what is involved
with hosting this get together time. Those who are hosting
are requested to sign up on the bulletin board for the date
(s) they wish to host. The host is responsible for setting up
the drinks and snacks. There are instructions on how much
coffee grounds are needed to make the coffee on the cabinet door. The snacks can be as simple as bringing store
bought cookies, overseeing the serving of snacks and
drinks and clean up afterwards. Please run the dishwasher
before leaving the church, but Pastor Steve will unload the
dishwasher on Monday. The deacons will make sure that
coffee and punch mix are available. Also cleaning supplies
will be under the sink. Please let either Pastor Steve or one
of the Deacons know if supplies are running low.
Please be aware, if no one signs up to serve during the
fellowship time, there will be no refreshments during fellowship time that Sunday. It is not part of the Deacon’s
duties to host the coffee time if nobody signs up. They
may from time to time sign up, but it is not their job to
“fill in” when no one else signs up.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for July 15, at
4:30.—submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls

Truth and Freedom
Jesus said (in John 8:32) that “the truth will set you free”. That statement is often quoted, but how many of us
truly understand what it means? What is “the truth”? And how does the truth set us free? Like many Bible verses,
when taken out of context, this one doesn’t make much sense. We need to go back to John 8:30. “Even as he spoke,
many believed in him To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
The first point, then, is that Jesus was speaking to Jews who believed him. Jesus had repeatedly asserted that he
was the Messiah, and in verse 34, he told his hearers: “…if you do not believe that I am he [the Messiah], you will…
die in your sins.” Now, he is speaking to those who believed that he was the Messiah.
The next question is what constitutes discipleship? What did Jesus mean, “if you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples”? Quite simply, “belief” had to be more than “head knowledge” or intellectual assent. True disciples of Jesus not only accept his teachings as truth, but they also obey his teachings.
If you are really Jesus’ disciple, you will know the truth. What truth? (1) The truth that Jesus was who he claimed
to be, the Messiah, the Savoir. (2) Jesus himself. He said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life…” To know “the
truth” can be to know Jesus personally as one’s own Savoir. (3) The truth of one’s spiritual condition – that they (and we) were sinners with no hope of ever being free from the
bondage of sin by our own efforts. As Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2:13, we are saved
“through the sanctifying work of the [Holy] Spirit and through belief in the truth”.
Jesus said in verse 34 that “everyone who sins is a slave to sin”. Being a slave to sin
is the ultimate bondage. But the freedom that Jesus offers, to those who know the truth,
is spiritual freedom from the bondage of sin. It is now evident that the truth that Jesus
promised sets believers free – and does so permanently and forever.
Jesus explained in verse 35 that the difference between spiritual freedom and bondage
is a matter of whether one is a son or a servant. “Now a [servant] has no permanent place in the family, but a son
belongs to it forever”. A servant may live in the house, but he is not a part of the family, and he cannot be guaranteed a future. Disciples of Jesus who acknowledge their spiritual condition (slaves to sin) and who come to know
“the truth” are set free by Jesus from their bondage and given a permanent place in the family of God. What a reason
to praise and glorify him!
--Virginia Senne
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Services held for long-time member John Collamer
Dr. John Collamer succumbed to
the effects of Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
after a long and hard-fought battle on
June 15, 2021.
John was born to Ben and Saima
(Leino) Collamer and raised in
Hanna, Wyo. He was the valedictorian of his high school class in Hanna,
attended pre-veterinary training
course at the University of Wyoming,
obtained his BS degree from Colorado A&M University and his Doctor
of
Veterinary
Medicine (DVM)
from Colorado
State University.
He
married
Sonja (Soreide)
and together they
raised four children; Deb Ridlen
(Gus), Mike Collamer (Lori), Ken
C o l l a m e r
(Susan),
and
Kerry Steward
(Mark).
John
and Sonja also
owned and operated the Saratoga
Veterinary Clinic
which
served
Carbon County and provided large
and small animal veterinary services
until their retirement. John also retired as a Colonel from the U.S.
Army Reserves.
He was actively involved in many
professional and civic organizations
and served as the Vice President for
the Wyoming Jaycees, President of
the Wyoming Veterinary Medical
Association, Board Member of the
Wyoming Veterinary Medicine
Board, City Council Member of Saratoga, Elder for the First Presbyterian
Church of Saratoga, and member of
Masonic Temple Saratoga Lodge#14,
and I.O.O.F. Saratoga Lodge #43. He
was recognized as the Wyoming Veterinarian of the Year twice in his career. John also volunteered time to
help and mentor 4-H and FFA kids
and provided free veterinary care for
their animals.

John was an avid outdoorsman and
loved to share stories of his hunting,
fishing, and camping adventures. His
children and grandchildren all share
his love of the outdoors and have
many stories of their own regarding
their adventures and misadventures
with him.
In addition to his wife and children, John leaves behind his grandchildren; Josh, Nate, Paul, Lindy,
Ben, Cameron, Zach, Leah, Kailee,
and
greatgrandchildren: Bristol,
Porter, Lane,
P a r k e r ,
Henry,
and
Carter.
A memorial
service was
held at 1 p.m.
on Saturday,
June 19, 2021,
at the First
Presbyterian
Church
of
Saratoga.
Memorial
contributions
may be made
in his honor to
the North Platte Valley Medical Center, P. O. Box 549, Saratoga, Wyoming 82331, or NPVMC.org

Session Highlights
The Session held its monthly meeting on June 17. The following actions
were taken by the governing board:
>>Fellowship after worship will
resume beginning June 27, contingent
on volunteers stepping up and taking
responsibility for the activity.
>>Also, a request from Pastor
Steve to have vacation time from August 18 to 25 was approved.
>>After receiving a quote from
Raymer Const., the board agreed to
contract with the company to replace
a section of the manse’s driveway
that has cracked and buckled.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for July 15, at 4:30.—submitted by
Pastor Steve Niccolls

After a year of COVID-19 limiting interactions across
the country, having a weekend to discuss how to get
During the weekend of June 11-13, 30 women from back together and do it in a biblical way was a refreshing
across the state made their way up to Story, Wyo. for the change of pace. Through multiple workshops when we
annual Presbyterian Women Retreat. From Saratoga was broke down the book by chapters to discuss what we
Gloria Rakness, Carlene
learned, the recurring
Sjoden, Emily and Sarah
theme was simple—
Niccolls and from Encampbiblical hospitality
ment Joan Dody and Sharon
doesn’t have to be exCole (we had the largest
pensive, formal, and
group of ladies from across
perfect.
the state.)
Tasks as simple as
It was a weekend filled
bringing cookies to a
with new friendships being
neighbor or saying
formed, old friendships behello to that person you
ing renewed, worship, and
always see walking
communication as we
their dog past your
learned about hospitality as
house, and God can use
a biblical practice. Discus- From left: Joan Dody, Sharon Cole, Gloria Rakness, those small gestures to
sions were focused around Emily Niccolls, Sarah Niccolls, and Carlene Sjoden
bring in those who oththe book “The Simplest Way to Change the World: Bib- erwise might never have a relationship with Christ. —
lical Hospitality as a Way of Life” by Dustin Willis and Article submitted by Emily and Sarah Niccolls. Photo submitBrandon Clements.
ted by Carlene Sjoden

Presbyterian Women attend retreat

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369
Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

Scripture Passages for July
The first two weeks of July, we will be finishing up the
sermon series on Philippians. The last two weeks will
cover a couple of passages in Genesis. However, as of the
deadline for the July newsletter, I do not have any plans
for this to be a sermon series on Genesis. July 18 marks
Emily and my 34th Wedding Anniversary and I thought the
passages is appropriate. The July 25 passage was selected
because of a question that popped into my mind back in
April when I was preaching on 1 John chapter 3. I will be
looking at Genesis 4 hoping to answer the question.
July 4—Philippians 3: 12-4:1 July 11—Philippians 4:2-23
July 18—Genesis 2:18-25 July 25—Genesis 4:1-16

