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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga, Wyoming
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www.saratoga-presbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard
Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom
Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom
Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan
Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky
Strickland.
Session Committees:
Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland
Christian Education—Richard Rakness
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Ken Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission—Vickie Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder; Peggy Hiser
Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe
Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wickstrom
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

July 2020

During these challenging times:

‘Take comfort that God is still in control’
We are now half way through 2020. I know for many of us it has been a
tough year. Plans have been put on COVID-19 hold and the economy has been
adversely impacted, causing those whose income is tied to the stock market to
be less secure. Then, as we look to be getting out of the worse of the COVID19 pandemic, the nation is in a state of unrest due to some cases of officer involved homicides, charges of systemic racism, and the protest that have resulted. Looking at the second of this year we can expect the normal bombardment that comes
with the primary
elections in August
and the general election in November.
As we face the
challenges, we
might want to throw
our hands up in disgust. However, we
can still remain calm
and have hope. As
Christians we can
take comfort that
God is still in conPhoto by Len Bensen from Bob Martin/Dick Perue collection
trol and he loves us.
Not only can we come to God in prayer, our Heavenly Father wants us to do so.
If 2020 has one good benefit, it is that it reminds us that regardless of what
plans we make, we are not ultimately in control. James 4:13-15 has a word of
warning for those of us who believe we can control our future activities. Verse
15 offers the sound advice that we ought to say, “if it is the LORD’s will, we
will live and do this or that.” As we look ahead to the second half of 2020 let us
learn to make our plans in pencil and allow God to erase and amend them.
—Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for July
July 5—Romans 6:13-23
July 19—Hosea 14:1-9

July 12—Guest preacher
July 26—Obadiah

FREEDOM
FREE”

ATTENTION, dear loyal readers! “River’s Edge
Echo” is now available on line as well as in print. If
you wish to receive your newsletter electronically,
please let us know and we will discontinue sending
it by snail mail. If we DO NOT hear from you we
will keep mailing it to you. Write Presbyterian
Church, Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331 or e-mail
rrichardperue@gmail.com or 1pcsaratoga@uniontel.com to receive the “Echo” electronically.

The United States of America was born in 1776, when the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration
of Independence, signaling our intention to break ties with Great Britain and become an independent nation. We
traditionally celebrate Independence Day with parades, barbecues, and fireworks. But our modern observances of
the 4th of July do not always honor the historical meaning of our nation’s birthday. It is easy to get caught up in the
holiday festivities and overlook the great long-ago sacrifices that were made to provide the freedom that we enjoy
today. So, too, in our Christian lives, it is easy to lose sight of the awful price that Jesus paid so that we might be
spiritually free. In the Christian’s life, unlike a secular nation, independence and freedom are not the same thing.
We are free, but that does not mean we can live as we please and make up the rules for our lives as we go along.
God set the Israelites free from slavery in Egypt, but because they repeatedly went their own way and did evil in
the sight of God, they repeatedly found themselves back in bondage to oppressive neighboring nations. We were
slaves at one time in our lives – slaves to sin. We inherited the “sin nature” – the inclination to sin – from Adam and
Eve, and only by trusting Jesus Christ as Savior can we be the ‘new creations’ that the apostle Paul described. Jesus
suffered and died not only to pay the penalty that we deserve for our sins, but also to set us free from the control of
the sin nature. Once that bondage is broken, we have the freedom to follow God and to be the persons he created us
to be. We were not set free to have the prerogative to do whatever we want but the power to do what we ought.
Independence, for Christians, equals slavery to the old sin nature. Independence equals self-centeredness rather
than God-centeredness. Independence does not produce the fruit of the Spirit. Independence does not make us more
Christ-like. And independence does not honor or glorify God. The paradox is that DEpendence equals “freedom” –
freedom to live a productive, satisfying, fulfilling life that honors and glorifies God.
By now, you might be wondering: “Where does ‘grace’ come in?” A quote from Dr. M. R. De Haan, Bible
scholar and author, gives a good answer. “Grace does not give license to disobey God. No matter how sincere we
may be, [grace] does not excuse disregard for the clear will of God.” As Paul correctly observed (in Romans 6), it
does NOT give us license to sin more!
It is ironic that after America became independent, we adopted a “Pledge of Allegiance” to our new nation. Similarly, we who are followers of Christ have pledged our allegiance to God. Dr. David Jeremiah wrote: “Our lives are
no longer our own because we no longer belong to ourselves but wholly and completely to God… As the people of
God, we should make a declaration of DEpendence…on God.”
Have you made a “declaration of dependence” on God? Have you pledged your allegiance to him in all areas of
your life? Jesus wants to rule over the whole of our lives – home life, business life, social life, public life, and, of
course, the inner life.” It is true that if Jesus is not king OF all, he is not king AT all.
Only as Jesus Christ and his principles are allowed to hold sway in every part of our lives, at all times, can he empower us to live the life he designed for us. Let us exercise our freedom in Christ by declaring our dependence on
God, the source of all life and all blessings!
-- Virginia Senne
[Next month our series on the Lord’s Prayer will resume…]

‘Heresies of Church’ class topic
Starting on July 28, Pastor Steve will be leading a fiveweek summer study session on the topic of major heresies
of the Church. This study will be different than the other
studies he has led as there is no guiding book that will be
used throughout the study. Instead, he will introduce the
heresy and then invite discussion on why it was deemed
heretical. Pastor Steve will provide Bible verses that deal
with the issues the week before so that those who are so
incline may do some advance study, however, that homework is not mandatory. (Pastor Steve has no intention of
ever having to keep a grade book again.)
Pastor Steve is thinking with the extended daylight
available in the summer, the sessions will start at 6:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays. Each session is scheduled to go 45 minutes
to an hour, so we should all be able to make it home before
it gets dark. The later start would also allow those who
work to be able to attend. As always, if there are other
times that would work better, let Pastor Steve know. He is
always willing to have multiple sessions of any study he is
leading.
The outline of the course is as follows:
July 28—Introduction: What is heresy? Who gets to decide
what is heresy? Why is heresy dangerous
August 4—Gnosticism: Our bodies evil
August 11—Marcionism: What is the official cannon of
Christianity?
August 18—Arianism: What can we say about Jesus?
August 25—Modalism/Monarchianism: What can we say
about the Holy Spirit ?

Presbyterian Women stay in touch
Even through the pandemic the Presbyterian Women
stayed in touch, our President Joan Dowdy of Encampment called each member and then composed a letter that
went out in April.
We were able to meet in May, albeit it was a smaller
group and we were restricted to social distancing and no
refreshments allowed. May and June meetings were held
in Saratoga as Encampment is remodeling their fellowship
hall.
June was a bit larger and as each lady left we received a
small pre-wrapped snack.
The big news is that we will be meeting for the first time
in July. Ranchers camp has been cancelled so we ladies
have decided to have a picnic in the park in Encampment.
Ladies are asked to bring their own bag lunch and meet at
12 noon on the second Thursday in July. Check in with
Frances or Carol regarding this event as Steve and I will be
in California at that time. —Blessings, Emily Niccolls for
Presbyterian Women

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

What’s a kid going to do with all this isolation? Why
roast hot dogs in the back yard with Lola and Dominic Nocerini.—Photo by Sherry Parlow

COVID-19 drives Session decisions
On June 18, the Session held its regular monthly meeting. Most of the meeting was routine, with approving the
minutes from the May meeting and receiving the treasurer’s report. The treasurer’s report showed that giving
through May was just under 40% of the budget. However,
our budget expenditures through May was just over 40
percent and our checking balance is at $16,625.68. For
comparison, our checking account at the beginning of the
year was at $17,635.80.
Actions taken by Session includes approving Pastor
Steve’s vacation request for July 6-14. The board also decided to cancel the regularly scheduled July meeting on
July 16, as Pastor Steve has another Presbytery related
meeting in Casper on that date. The Session was also updated on the Presbytery meeting that took place on June
13. One item that created some discussion was a situation
occurring with the two Presbyterian churches in Freemont
County (Shoshoni and Riverton). Pastor Steve was directed to discuss with the chairperson of the administrative
commission overseeing those congregation how the Saratoga church might be of assistance.
While the governor has lifted many of the restrictions
that were in place for faith-based organizations, the Session voted to forgo “coffee hour” for now. We will also
continue to not pass the offering plate. We will continue
doing Communion in the same manner as we did in June.
We also will continue to practice social distancing in the
pews and not participate in high risk practice of hand
shakes and hugging. The Session affirmed that we encourage and welcome families with children and do not consider the energy they bring to worship to be a distraction.
Upcoming Events
July 6-14—Pastor Steve and Emily will be on vacation
July 28—The start of a five-week Summer study on major
heresies of the church.—Submitted by Pastor Steve

— DEACON’S DOINGS —
The Deacons are still doing Betty Dean's Card Ministry
(however abbreviated and more manageable). If you know
of someone who might like to receive a birthday card, get
well card, etc. , please let one of the Deacons know.
Don't forget the all-congregation basket project that the
Deacons are spear-heading. One basket will go to Susan
Foley and the Medical Clinic staff as a thank you and the
other basket will go to our new doctor as a welcome gift.
Please bring all non-perishable items to church by July
15th such as energy bars, bottled water or Gatorade, nuts,
monetary donations, etc, Perishable items like baked
goods or fruit should be brought to church by August 1st.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex at church so we
make sure we have a variety of “goodies”. We would like
a group to be present when we give the baskets. The time
and date of that will be determined when the doctor arrives.
Thanks to everyone who donates to the Deacons' work
and also to everyone for their continued support!—
submitted by Anne Wickstrom

Children’s Bible Story Study,
Adult Bible Study take recess
The Christian Education Committee has announced
that both Children's Sunday School and the Sunday morning Adult Bible Study will be taking a summer recess.
Start up dates for the Fall sessions will be announced
later.

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

Celebration of life for former pastor
Cindy Pattishall-Baker Friday, July 3
A celebration of life for Cindy Pattishall-Baker, former
minister at both Saratoga and Encampment Presbyterian
Churches, will be held at 11:00 a.m. Friday, July 3, 2020,
in the Platte Valley Christian Center (A.G.), at 111 N. 7th
St. in Saratoga.
Following internment in the Saratoga Cemetery there
will be a potluck luncheon at PVCC, with those able asked
to provide food to share with those attending the service.
Rev. Cindy, as she preferred to be addressed, died June
16 at the Wyoming Medical Center in Casper following a
painful, lengthy illness.
Cynthia Ann was born Dec. 10, 1952 in Tulsa, Okla., to
Marvin & Nancy Pleasant and raised and educated in California before entering
The Rev. Cindy
the ministry.
Pattishall-Baker
She was called as
in 2003.
the shared minister
for both valley
churches in January
of 2003 and served
until March of 2006.
Upon leaving the
ministry she continPhoto by Dick Perue
ued to live in the
Saratoga/Encampment area where she applied her clinical
training in psychology by assisting those with drug and
alcohol addiction and mental disabilities through personal
contact and COVE.
Cindy is survived by her husband, David; two sons,
Jonathon and Emmanuel and his wife Jadyn; a grandson
Barrett Lester; a sister Patti, and numerous brothers and
sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews and great nieces and nephews in both USA and Australia.
Recently, Rev. Cindy wrote, “I have had a full and rewarding life so please celebrate my life, hold onto that
which is good and learn from any mistakes I made, Honor
and Respect God and enjoy your life.”—Compiled by Dick
Perue
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