
 

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship time—10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice—6:30 p.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard 

Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wick-

strom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Richard Rak-

ness 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Worship & Music—John Wickstrom. 

Leaders: 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford, David Weir 

Memorial Committee—Marty Perue, 

Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Peggy Hiser 

Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe 

Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wick-

strom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

--- River’s Edge Echo --- 
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Happy New Year everyone!  
 

    I am sure all of us are ready to say, “Good riddance” to 2020. If someone 

would have told me on January 1 there would be a seven-week period where 

the Governor would ban in-person worship service, I would not have believed 

it. 

     A lot of challenges were faced this year. The Covid-19 pandemic took away 

a lot of activities that we had come to accept as normal. Furthermore, our na-

tion witnessed social unrest as a result of deadly interactions between some 

citizens and law enforcement. Finally, this year’s national election was very 

contentious. One example of the contentiousness of this year’s election is that 

two Senate Seats in Georgia has required a run-off election January 5. This has 

been a tough year indeed. Merely taking the 2020 calendar off the wall and put-

ting up the 2021 calendar is not going to make the problems of this past year go 

away.  

     That said, we can look forward to better days ahead. Hopefully the vaccines 

that have been approved will prove to be effective in creating “herd immunity”. 

We can also hope that the new year will also be far less turbulent than the past 

year has been. Regardless of what happens in the coming year, we can rest as-

sured that God is 

still on the throne 

and is in control of 

everything. 

     This month I am 

going to take two 

sermons from fa-

mous pastors and 

revise their sermons. 

It is not going to be 

me giving their mes-

sage. Instead, I will 

take their main 

points and put my 

spin on them and 

update them. On 

January 3, I am go-

ing to revise Johnathon Edwards’ well known sermon Sinners in the Hands of 

an Angry God. While Edwards used a passage from Amos, I will focus more on 

Philippians 2:12-15 as my text. Then on January 17, in honor of the next day 

being Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, I will be doing my take on his Trans-

formed Non-Conformist sermon based on Romans 12:2. I have often thought 

about doing this type of sermon, but have never gotten around to it. Somebody 

gave me a round to it is time to try something different. 

      As we move into 2021, let us follow Paul’s advice in Philippians: Forget-

ting what is behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

                                                                                      —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Scripture Passages for January: 
 

 

Jan. 3—Philippians 2:12-15                Jan.10— Acts 19:1-7 

Jan. 17—Romans 12:2                                  Jan. 24—Genesis 2:8-16 

Jan. 31—1 Chronicles 19:14-20 



Finances highlight Session meeting 
 

On December 17, the Session held its monthly meeting. 

Since this is the last scheduled meeting of the year, a good 

part of the meeting was taken up looking at the financial 

report for 2020 and working on a budget for 2021. As we 

looked at the 2020 report, it was pointed out that this year 

we received two unanticipated $5,000 checks that pro-

vided the money we need to finish 2020 with revenue and 

expenditure being pretty close to even. One of those 

checks was from Cheyenne First Presbyterian and the 

other was a check from the estate of Betty Dean. Even 

with the realization that these two windfall checks proba-

bly will not happen in 2021, the Session decided to step 

out in faith and adopted a budget of $78,490. This is $500 

less than last year’s budget. A detailed 2021 budget will 

be available at our Annual General Meeting on January 

24, 2021. 

Session discussed a proposal from Pastor Steve to 

amend the By-Laws. Currently, the By-Laws establishes a 

quorum for congregational meetings at 10% of the mem-

bers or 20 people, whichever is higher. As our member-

ship rolls decrease, it is more difficult to have 20 members 

in attendance. As a result, the Session decided to submit to 

the congregation a change what constitutes a quorum to 

being 15% of the members and delete the requirement of 

20 people being present. 

Other actions taken by Session included setting January 

10 to be the day to install new officers. They also agreed 

to postpone the annual Session-Deacon meeting from 

January to late April or May to permit in person atten-

dance of those members who are snow birds. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for January 21, 

at 4:30.—Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

 

Thy Will Be Done on Earth as It Is in Heaven 
 

In the next phrase of the model prayer of Jesus, we express our desire for God’s Will to be done on earth in the same 

way it is in Heaven.  This phrase is a “first cousin” to “Thy kingdom come”.  If God’s kingdom prevailed on earth, 

God would be ruling and reigning everywhere, and His will WOULD be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

To be realistic, though, don’t we often have some hesitation about praying “Thy will be done…”?  

Aren’t we a bit worried that God’s will and our will might not be compatible?  It is hard to pray 

“Thy will be done” when we realize that if God has His way, we might not get our way.  This 

hesitation reflects the basic problem of the human heart: self-centeredness.  We think we know 

what is best for ourselves, for our lives and for our families.  We SAY we trust God, but we strug-

gle with giving up all control of our own ‘business’ and turning it completely over to God.  We’re 

not sure we’re going to be happy with the outcome.  And we might not.  But read on… 

Selwyn Hughes says that “the will of God and the human will …  were made for each other.  [Life] works best when 

[we] live and behave in accordance with His will.”  He uses a good analogy of the stomach and poison.  Those are 

incompatible.  And so, he says, “your life and ‘other-than-the-will-of-God’ ways are not made for each other and 

[can] also result in pain and death.  However, just as the stomach thrives on good wholesome food, and because the 

two are made for each other they bring health and life, so the will of God and your innermost being are made for 

each other and when brought together produce health, life, joyous release and fulfillment.”  

It is not wrong to tell God what we would like to see happen in any given situation.  He wants to 

hear from us, and He wants to respond to us.  But like a good human parent, He will not give us 

everything we ask for because He knows some things are not good for us, or the timing isn’t right, 

or He has something even better for us.  It comes down to trusting that He is God, we’re not, and 

in the long run, His will is always best for us.   

God is perfect.  If something is not God’s Will – which cannot be other than perfect – we should not desire it.  In my 

own prayer time, after talking to God about what I think I would like, I say: “If it’s Your will, make it happen, but if 

not, please don’t let it!”  The shorter version is found in our model prayer: “Thy will be done…”  “THY will be 

done”!  Those four words have been called: “the prayer that never fails”.  Amen!                       --Virginia Senne 

Cindy Kessler performed 

special music during 

Worship Services 

Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020 

Photo by 

Sherry Parlow 



 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

 

Key Dates in January 
 

Jan. 10—Installation of officers 

and committee announcement 
 

Jan. 18—Deadline for submitting committee 

reports for the Annual Report. 

Please get those reports in by noon 
 

Jan. 24—Annual Meeting for the Congregation 

and Corporation to take place after worship 

 

Focus on Advent & Christmas Decorating 
Echo photographer Sherry Parlow captures spirit of Christmas 

during Advent season & decorating Presbyterian Church 

Richard Rakness 

supervises as 

Vickie Stolns 

selects wreaths 

Emily Niccolls lights Advent candle as 

her daughter Sarah prepares to read 

scripture and lead prayer 

Ken Collamer 

assembles 

Christmas tree 

John & 

Anne 

Wick- 

strom 

conduct 

Advent 

service 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 

Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 

Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS   

The Deacons met after worship on Sunday December 

13th, 2020.  We have continued Betty Dean's card ministry 

for the year 2020.  We are now looking for a full-time in-

dividual to volunteer to be in charge of that task.  We have 

mailing lists and addresses.  The Deacons will supply all 

the stamps and supplies.  This is a job you can do at home 

in your own spare time.  Please contact Carlene Sjoden if 

this is a task made for YOU! 

If you know of someone in our congregation who must 

quarantine because of COVID-19, the Deacons have made 

up “Blessings Bags” with fun activities to keep you from 

getting bored and supplies to use for disinfecting.  Just let 

one of the Deacons know you need a bag for someone! 

We held elections for our 2021 officers:  Carlene Sjoden 

and Laurie Johnston will be Co-Moderators.  Anne Wick-

strom will continue as Secretary/Treasurer/Reporter.  

Sandy Willford and Anne Wickstrom will be on the 2021 

Nominating Committee.  Our other members include 

Becky Strickland and Susan Collamer.   

We'd like to thank everyone for all your support during 

this year. 

 We hope everyone enjoyed receiving their Christmas 

cards from the church family, as well as the filled Christ-

mas stockings  that were distributed  after worship on Sun-

day Dec. 20th. 
 WE WISH EVERYONE A HEALTHY,  

PEACEFUL, AND JOYOUS NEW YEAR !!!!!!  
   

Adult Bible Study 
 

The group ended its study of Paul’s letter to the Ephe-

sians on the Sunday before Christmas. In the sixth (last) 

chapter of this book Paul writes in verses 10-11,  “Finally, 

be strong in the Lord. Put on the full armor of God so that 

you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” 

Words that still speak to us today. 

It was decided to take the next two Sundays off and be-

gin the New Year on January 10th with the Book of Ruth. 

An introduction to Ruth  says “As an episode in the ances-

try of David, the book sheds light on his role in the history 

of redemption. The book is primarily a story of Naomi’s 

transformation from despair to happiness through the self-

less, God-blessed acts of Ruth and Boaz.” 

You are welcome to join us in this study beginning 

1/10/2021 at 8:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, just read the 

first chapter of Ruth and come and join us. 

Susan Collamer reads scripture as Sandy Willford 

lights an Advent candle during the Dec. 20th worship 

service. Other members of the Deacons participating in 

the ceremony were, from right, Anne Wickstrom, Car-

lene Sjoden, Becky Strickland and Laurie Johnston. 

Pastor Steve Niccolls, left, bows in prayer. 

Photo by 

Sherry 

Parlow 


