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Season of Lent, Bible Study 
Greetings everyone: 

    Later this month, we start the season of Lent. Our 

church will mark the start of the season with our annual 

Ash Wednesday service, including the imposition of the 

ashes on February 17, at 7:00 p.m. During this season, it is 

common for people to give up something. While that is a 

practice that many find helpful in focusing their attention 

on what Christ did for us that first Good Friday, I would 

like to suggest adding something to that practice. 

     While you are giving something up, find something else 

to start. For example, if you are giving up watching a tele-

vision show, perhaps you might to spend that time you 

would be watching TV reading Scripture or spending time 

in prayer. If you are giving up buying a cup of coffee on 

your way to work, perhaps you might want to add donating 

the money you would have spent on the coffee to the 

church or a favorite mission project. Let Lent be a season 

where we strengthen our spiritual discipline practices. 

      On Tuesday, February 9th I will lead a four or five-

week study. (As of the writing of this article I am not sure 

if I will combine points four and five into one week or 

keep them as two separate weeks of study.)  This study 

will not be focused on Lent, but instead on a couple of 

theological positions regarding salvation. The famous re-

former John Calvin stated five theological positions that he 

thought were key principles of Christianity. Those points 

can be remembered by the acronym TULIP. As one might 

expect, another theologian, a person named Jacobus 
Arminius came up with a different five theological posi-

tion that disagreed with Calvin’s positions. Those five po-

sitions can be represented by the acronym FACTS. In this 

study, I will have three goals for the class. 1) The partici-

pants will be able to state the view of Calvin and Arminius 

regarding salvation. 2) The participants will be able to pro-

vide the biblical support of each of the positions. 3) The 

participants will be able to state and defend their personal 

position on the theological issues raised by Calvin and 

Arminius. I will not try to persuade any participant which 

of the two positions are the right one. I personally find my-

self switching between the two views. The debate between 

Calvinist and Arminians have been taking place over the 

last five centuries. I doubt four or five weeks of study will 

settle this debate.               —Blessings, Pastor Steve            

Scripture Passages for February 
 

      February 7—Leviticus 27:30-33 

            February 14—2 Corinthians 8:8-15 

                             Remember, this is Valentine’s Day 

                  February 17—Ash Wednesday  

                        February 21—1 Kings 8:46-53 

                              February 28—1 Kings 9:1-9   

Bald Eagle enjoys mild weather of this winter in Up-

per North Platte River Valley.—Photo by Sherry Parlow 

Jesus is the Greatest 
Valentine 

 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 
His love will never cease to be, 

His love is bigger than the world; 
I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 
His heart is bigger than the sea. 

And He always fills my heart with  joy, 
I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 
I will rejoice eternally. 

I will lift my voice with all  my heart; 
I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 

—by Susan Nildtanho 
 

Submitted by 

Dick Perue from internet 



 

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 
 

In the first section of the model prayer of Jesus, we focused on God, acknowledging Him as our spiritual Father, that He 

dwells in Heaven and that He is holy; and we prayed that His kingdom will come and His will may be done on earth. 

We begin the second part of the prayer by petitioning God for our physical needs: “Give us this day our daily bread”. By 

bread, of course, we mean all aspects of our survival, the necessities of life – light, air, water, 

food, shelter, etc.  For those of us who do not live in poverty, it might seem odd – even inap-

propriate – to ask God to give us our “daily bread”.  After all, most of us don’t lack food on a 

daily basis.  As you pray the Lord’s Prayer, do you ever wonder why we should pray for our 

daily bread?  We surely don’t think that God doesn’t know what we need each day!  And every 

day we have the things we need, so what is the point of asking God for these things?    

Asking God for our daily physical needs is what Selwyn Hughes calls “a barrier against in-

gratitude.  All that comes from God”, he explains, “is not to be taken for granted, but with…gratitude.”  ALL our physical 

needs are provided daily by a generous, caring God.  Praying “give us this day” – not for our lifetimes, but for today – en-

sures that we will not take these gifts of God’s grace for granted but will appreciate them and thank Him for them each day.  

Asking God daily to supply our daily needs keeps us mindful of our dependence on Him.  Hughes says: “When we neglect 
to pray for our needs, we will begin to take the blessings of life for granted and, gradually…we will succumb to the… notion 

that we are capable of managing our own affairs without any help from God.”  This idea is well summed up in a little 

poem:                      

                                “Back of the bread is the snowy flour, 

                                 And back of the flour, the mill,                          

                                 And back of the mill is the field of wheat,  

                                 The rain, and the Father’s will.”  [Emphasis mine] 
 

If we do not come face to face with the reality that we are both needy and unable to supply our own needs, it is easy to de-

velop an attitude of independence.  Hughes explains: “Pride steps in and a kind of spiritual blindness settles upon us which 
blocks our vision in relation to God, ourselves and others. … We can build a barricade against the damaging consequences 

of ingratitude by praying daily with thankfulness for our needs…”   

Prayer is NOT to inform God of our needs – He doesn’t need to be told, but we need to tell him, to remind ourselves that we 

are not independent nor self-sufficient.  Indeed, this is one of the primary purposes of all prayer: learning to trust God to 

supply our every need.       – Virginia Senne 

 

             

BAL. IN ACCOUNTS 01/01/2020      MTD*       YTD*       MTD       YTD 12/31/2020  

  Begin Bal Deposits Deposits Withdraw Withdraw   Balance 

Check Book $17,636.25 $11,798.75 $81,535.88 $5,482.51 $77,570.88 $21,601.25 

Investments $51,132.93 $0.71 $151.13 $0.00 $0.00 $51,284.06 

       

Mem. Fund (Gld-Sks)) $7,031.81 $0.03 $428.68 $0.00 $5,000.00 $2,460.49 

Endowment Funds $5,053.70 $21.71 $84.35 $0.00 0.00 $5,138.05 

Totals $80,854.69 $11,821.20 $82,200.04 $5,482.51 82,570.88 **$80,483.85 

interest included above  $22.45 ***$258.92 *Month to date *Year to Date  

Treasurer’s Report for Year 2020 
Treasurer Sonja Collamer, right, presents budget and treasurer reports 

during annual Congregational meeting as Session Clerk John Wickstrom 

records the proceedings. Details of the annual meeting and the pastor’s call 

will be reported in the “Echo” next month.—Photo by Sherry Parlow. 
 

**We were able to end the year with nearly the same amount of assets we had at the 

beginning of 2020 in spite of fulfilling our pledge to the Platte Valley Healthcare Project 

of $5,000.00 (taken from Memorial Funds), to be used for the construction of the North 

Platte Valley Medical Center.  This was made possible by generous gifts from First Pres-

byterian Church of Cheyenne ($5,000.00) and the estate of Betty Dean ($5,000.00). 

***Interest rates the first few months of 2020 were pretty healthy, but dropped to almost 

nothing by the end of the year. The Endowment Fund was an exception to this as this 

money is held in 36 month notes instead of investment accounts. 



Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 
 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
 

The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 
 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Vickie 

Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman 

Strickland, Van Skilling & Teense 

Willford. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Van Skilling & 

Teense Willford 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Worship—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 

Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 

Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-

colls 
 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 

Collamer, Sonja Collamer, John 

Wickstrom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

Bagpiper Dave 

Weir passes away 
 

 

Supporter, attendee, bag-

piper and friend of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Sara-

toga, David Miller Weir, 67, 

passed away Jan. 24, in Cham-

bersburg, Pa. He was born 

Dec. 3, 1953 to David Weir 

and Mary Weir in Chambers-

burg. 

Growing up on a farm 

helped him form a deep love 

of nature. David graduated 

from Penn State University 

with a degree in special educa-

tion and received his Master’s 

in Education from Shippensburg University. He earned his private pilot’s license 

and operated his own Piper PA-12 tail-dragger. He 

worked as a special education teacher at the Lincoln 

Intermediate Unit No. 12 until his retirement in 2013. 

     After his retirement he relocated to Saratoga where 

he spent his days watching eagles, moose, antelope, deer 

and elk between fly fishing trips. When he wasn’t fish-

ing or enjoying time with friends, he dedicated his time 

to playing and teaching bagpipes to local students and at 

the Saratoga Presbyterian Church, making fly-rods, and 

building black powder guns. 

     David is survived by his sons, Ian (Willow) and Dy-

lan (Bailie); six grandchildren, a sister Mary (Donald) 

and many beloved family members and friends in Saratoga as well as across the 

country. 
No formal services 

will be held. Friends and 

family will gather at a 

later date to celebrate his 

life. 

In lieu of flowers,  

friends are asked to 

make a contribution in 

his name to Saratoga 

Presbyterian church. 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

Pastor Steve Niccolls, left, and Clerk of Session John Wick-

strom recently installed Deacons Susan Collamer and Lau-

rie Johnson and Session member Teense Willford. Deacons 

and Session members for 2021 are listed on left of page 3. 

Among those attending the annual con-

gregational meeting Jan. 24, 2021 were, 

from left, Deacons Carlene Sjoden and 

Susan Collamer and Session member 

Ken Collamer.—Photo by Sherry Parlow 

  —Photo by Sherry Par-

Photo by 
Sherry 

Parlow 



First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 

Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 

Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 

Cindy Kessler volunteers for the card ministry 
 

Betty Dean began the card ministry and sent greeting cards 

to the congregation for many years.  The card ministry was 

passed onto Carlene Sjoden September 2019 and she con-

tinued it through January 4, 2021.  The Deacons sponsor 

this ministry by providing stamps, address labels, and 

greeting cards. Through the generous donations from our 

congregation and volunteer(s) this ministry continues. 
 

THANK YOU CINDY FOR VOLUNTEERING FOR 

THIS WORTHWHILE PROJECT! 
 

NEXT DEACONS MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEB. 21, 2021, after Worship service 
 

                        —-Photo & information by Carlene Sjoden   

Adult Bible Study 
 

The Adult Bible Study Group is continuing with our 

exploration of the Book of Daniel, and the story is very 

dramatic, with the powerful King Nebuchadnezzar de-

pending on Daniel ( a Jew) to interpretate his dreams. Peo-

ple get thrown into fiery furnaces!, giant trees are cut 

down! 

Come and discuss Daniels revelations of the Lord’s 

word to the King at 8:15 a.m. on Sunday Mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall.—Submitted by Sonja Collamer 
 

Session announces committees 
 

     On January 21, the Session held its monthly meeting. 

Most of the meeting was routine with the Session approv-

ing the minutes of the December meeting and receiving 

reports from the committees. Items that were discussed 

included safety procedures for Ash Wednesday service 

and committee assignments. 

     All of the returning Session members stayed on the 

committees they were previously assigned to. The Chris-

tian Education committee will be overseen by our two new 

elders, Van Skilling and Teense Willford.  

     The next Session meeting is scheduled for February 18, 

at 4:30. 
 

Committee assignments for Session members: 
 

Clerk of Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Wickstrom 

Building and Grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Herman Strickland 

Christian Education . . . .Van Skilling and Teense Willford 

Congregation Care . . . . . All Session Members & Deacons 

Endowments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Collamer 

Evangelism and Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Collamer 

Memorial Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vickie Stolns 

Mission Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vickie Stolns 

Nominating Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Wickstrom 

Worship Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Wickstrom   
                —Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls  

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 


