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     At the end of my sermon series on the new heaven and 

new earth, I heard comments that some of what I was say-

ing was new and maybe a little disturbing. Admittedly it 

did challenge the way some of us think about what eternity 

will look like. I understand the uncomfortable feeling 

some of you are experiencing. As I stated in the first ser-

mon of the series, an essay by N.T. Wright got me to re-

think what my views of what will take place in eternity. I 

was left with some questions after reading and reflecting 

on that essay. Even after doing a sermon series on the 

topic, I have to admit, I am still pondering what our eter-

nal life will look like. 

     I found it appropriate that the sermon series on the new 

heaven and earth was followed by the opening of Colos-

sians. Paul mentions that he is continuing to pray that the 

church in Colossae would continue to grow in understand-

ing of God and his will. All of us should be striving to 

grow in our understand of hope we profess in Christ Jesus. 

Part of that growth will include wrestling with questions. 

But as long as we hold fast to what Scripture teaches us, 

we will be fine. As with many things in life, if we do not 

stretch ourselves, we will not grow.  

     During the month of August, we will be continuing our 

study of Colossians. I pray that as we go through this 

book, written almost 2,000 years ago, we will find that 

while a few details may have changed, challenges that 

were faced by the church in Colossae are similar to what 

we face today. May we have the wisdom to apply what 

Paul taught the church to what we face today.—Blessings, 

Pastor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for the month of August 
 

 

Aug. 7—Colossians 2:8-23     Aug. 14—Colossians 3:1-17 

Aug. 21—Colossians 3:18-4:1 Aug. 28—Colossians 4 (all)  

Some find ‘new heaven and new earth’  sermon series ‘a little disturbing’ 

Everyone, especially the hungry and lonely, are invited 

to “Gather at the Table” for a free meal and fellowship 

Tuesday, Aug. 2, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Saratoga 

Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall at the corner of 

Third and Bridge Streets in downtown Saratoga. 

No reservations are needed and no restrictions apply. 

Folks just need to show up. 

“Gather at the Table” is a non-profit charity extension 

of the First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga. Its mission is 

to provide a welcoming meal to anyone who desires fel-

lowship in and around this community. 

Meals will be prepared and served buffet style by volun-

teers in order to provide families and individuals a free hot 

meal once a month in order to “fulfill a physical and spiri-

tual hunger by reflecting the teachings of Jesus Christ with 

love and openness through serving others,” according to a 

press release from the newly organized “Gather at the Ta-

ble” committee, the event sponsor. 

Volunteers will also be available to serve those who are 

unable to serve themselves due to physical limitations. 

For additional information contact Becky Strickland at 

307-723-7305 or Lori Erhart at 307-345-0365. 

Funds for the project come from a bake sale last month 

which raised $700, and volunteer contributions. 

A second fund raiser will be a Labor Day Auction set 

for Saturday, Sept. 3.—Compiled by Dick Perue 

Gather at the Table for free meal, fellowship Tuesday, Aug. 2, 5-7 p.m. 



 

Blessed Are the Merciful… 
 

…for they will be shown mercy.  To be merciful is to show forgiveness and compassion to those in need.  Mercy is 

something God Himself displays.  God’s mercy is the withholding of a just punishment; it is His compassion on the 

miserable.   

    So first, being merciful is to show forgiveness – not punishing someone as their deeds deserve.  This is reflected, 

of course, in the line from the model (Lord’s) prayer in which we ask God to forgive us our debts, sins, or trespasses 

as we forgive others.  We are to be merciful to those who have hurt us, wronged us, or sinned 

against us.  

     But second, we are to do more than merely forgive.  We are to show compassion on the mis-

erable, as God does.  Deuteronomy 30:3 [NLT] says: “The Lord your God will restore your for-

tunes.  He will have mercy on you.”  If we are in a position to restore someone’s fortunes – pro-

vide them with or help them find a job, lend (or give) them money when they are short, buy 

them groceries, take them to the doctor, and so on – we are to do so.  That is being merciful.   

    The beatitude says that we “will be shown mercy”.  Future tense.  That must mean that we 

will be shown MORE mercy – for we have already received God’s mercy!  Romans 11:30 

notes: “You who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy”.  Paul repeat-

edly shows us that our very salvation was a display of God’s mercy.  Titus 3:5 says quite 

plainly:  “He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy.” 

     Once we are saved, we are to reflect God’s mercy by being merciful ourselves.  We can’t save others, but we can 

offer goodness to those in misery or distress.  We can show compassion or forbearance to someone who truly de-

serves only justice.  And as we are merciful, we will be blessed in the sense that we know God’s joy. 

     Bible scholar John MacArthur sums up mercy concisely and beautifully:  “Mercy is meeting people’s needs. It is 

not simply feeling compassion but showing compassion, not only sympathizing but giving a helping hand. Mercy is 

giving food to the hungry, comfort to the bereaved, love to the rejected, forgiveness to the offender, companionship to 

the lonely. It is therefore one of the loveliest and noblest of all virtues.”                 --submitted by Virginia Senne 
 
 

Much of this article was taken from the website “Bible.org”, from the series: “The Bible Teacher’s Guide, The Sermon on the 

Mount: Experiencing God’s Kingdom on Earth.”   

 

A hand-tinted pas-

tel picture of the 

Saratoga Presbyte-

rian Church will 

soon be displayed 

with other images 

on the wall in the 

n a r t h e x .  T h e 

framed picture is 

given in memory of 

LeRoy Bush, “a 

keeper of the faith 

and grounds”, and 

was painted by his 

broth er - in - law , 

Dale Wintroath of 

Little Rock, Ark. 

The dedication on 

the bottom reads, 

“In Memory of 

LeRoy Bush. Well 

Done my Good 

and Faithful Ser-

vant.” 



A new stained glass window was recent installed in the 

south window of the secretary’s office of the First Presby-

terian Church of Saratoga and will be dedicated soon. 

The window is in memory of LeRoy Bush who recently 

passed away. Memorial funds were used to commission 

the art work by John and Linda Fisher Perue. 

Although not a member of the local church, LeRoy was 

a faithful attendee and has been described as “a keeper of 

the faith and grounds” for many, many years. A complete 

write up concerning LeRoy will be presented when the 

dedication date is announced. 

LeRoy’s family noted, “the stained glass window was 

chosen because of its many symbols that LeRoy always 

liked and loved picking them out.” 

 The official seal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

was  adopted in 1985.  At first glance it looks like a 

cross.  But, it is intended to capture some of the important 

emphases of the Reformed tradition.  The following infor-

mation is adapted from the PCUSA website. Symbols are: 
 

The Cross—The cross represents the incarnate love of 

God in Jesus Christ, and his passion and resurrection.  Be-

cause of its association with Presbyterian history, the 

Celtic cross was chosen. 
 

The Bible—The two center lines of the cross represent an 

open book . . . the role of Scripture as a means of knowing 

God’s word. 
 

The Dove—The uppermost section. . . . the shape of a de-

scending dove.  A symbol of the Holy Spirit, . . . also sym-

bolizes Christ’s baptism by John and the peace 

and wholeness which his death and resurrection bring to a 

broken world. 
 

The Pulpit—Beneath the image of the book is the sugges-

tion of a lectern or pulpit, which captures the important 

role of preaching in the history of Presbyterian worship. 
 

The Flames—The flames convey a double meaning: a 

symbol of revelation in the Old Testament when 

God spoke to Moses from the burning bush, and the begin-

ning of the Christian church when Christ manifested him-

self to his apostles at Pentecost and charged them to be 

messengers of the good news of God’s love. 
 

The Triangle—The triangle a traditional symbol of the 

Trinity also suggests the nature of Presbyterian govern-

ment, with its concern for balance and order, dividing au-

thority between clergy and elders and among different 

governing bodies. 
 

The Fish—In the shape of the descending dove, one can 

discern the form of a fish, an early-Christian sign for 

Christ, recalling his ministry to those who hunger. 
 

The Font/Chalice—In the lower central part of the image 

of the cross one can find a baptismal font or a communion 

chalice (cup) both images of the sacraments . . . an ongo-

ing sign and symbol of God’s presence with us and work-

ing through us.—Compiled by John & Dick Perue 

This stained glass emblem of the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) was recently installed in south window of secre-

tary’s office of First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga 

and is in memory of LeRoy Bush. Artists are John 

and Linda Fisher Perue who designed, constructed 

and installed the window. Readers are encouraged to 

view the emblem and then identify the symbols listed 

in column on left.—Photo by John Perue 

Stained glass window of Presbyterian Church (USA) emblem honors LeRoy Bush 



First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 
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Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

Session acts on vacation, finances 
 

The Session held its monthly meeting on July 21. The 

following actions were taken by the governing board: 1) 

Approved a request by Pastor Steve for vacation time from 

September 9-11. 2) Approved purchasing a new photocop-

ier from Quill. (Photocopier is a Xerox brand and will re-

place the one in the secretary’s office.) 

The treasurer’s report indicated that at the end of the 

month of June income was at approximately 45% of 

budget and expenses were approximately 55% of budget. 

The other committees reported routine business with the 

Evangelism Committee reminding the Session that the first 

Gather at the Table free meal and fellowship will be on 

August 2 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for August 18. 
     —submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls  
 

OUTLET FREE 
By Lori Erhart 

Outlet free living. 

That’s the way life should be. 

Where unfettered thoughts are allowed to roam free. 

Where cloud pictures roll by on an unending blue screen. 

Where visions of grandeur know no ceiling or means. 

Where laughter and love is all that it takes. . . 

For caring and sharing, hope unending life makes. 

Where answered prayers are all that we pray. 

No clocks, dollars of ailments that force us to stay. 

To wake up every morning and face a new day. 

No means to an end to get in our way. 

Where there’s just our red carpet with no end or measure. 

Where living for Christ is all that we treasure. 

Oh outlet free living . . . what a life that would be. 

If unfettered thoughts were all that we see. 
 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

The Deacons will be hosting Donut Sunday this Sunday, 

July 31, 2022.  All donations collected for Donut Sunday 

will go towards one of the charities the Deacons select at 

the end of the year.  

The donation will be added to the Deacons' contribution 

and given to the charity.  The Deacons will update the con-

gregation on the charity selected at a later date.  Thank you 

for all of your support!       —submitted by Susan Collamer 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

Bull moose enjoying a summer stroll through the 

woods in the Snowy Range.—Photo by Sherry Parlow 


