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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga, Wyoming
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www.saratoga-presbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard
Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom
Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom
Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan
Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky
Strickland.
Session Committees:
Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland
Christian Education—Richard Rakness
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Ken Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission—Vickie Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder; Peggy Hiser
Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe
Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wickstrom
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

August 2020

Pastor Steve to begin sermon series on Hebrews
At the beginning of this year, I set a personal goal to preach at least one
sermon on every book of the Bible that I have not previously preached on since
coming to Saratoga. As we enter August, there are two books on the list that
have not been crossed off. On August 2, I will preach on the ending of Jonah,
which is one of the two remaining books. The last book on that list will be
Ezra. I am hesitant to firmly state when Ezra will be preached on, as I have
scheduled a sermon on Ezra a couple of times already this year, but ended up
erasing it from the calendar to insert another sermon topic. Tentatively I have
rescheduled (or is it “re-rescheduled”?) Ezra for October 4. But then again
Ezra has heard I am preaching from his book before, only to be told his date is
being pushed back.
Starting August 9, I will start a seven-week sermon series on the book of
Hebrews. Since Hebrews is a book with 13 chapters, obviously I will not cover
every chapter during this series. I strongly encourage all of you to read the entire book during this series. While I will try to tie in the main points of what I
am skipping over during the series, it would be beneficial to read those portions
of Hebrews that I am not covering in the series. —Blessings, Pastor Steve

Scripture Passages for August
Aug. 2—Jonah 3:10-4:11
Aug. 9—Hebrews 2 (currently planning on preach on the entire chapter)
Aug. 16—Hebrews 3:7-15
Aug. 23—Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Aug. 30—Hebrew 8 (the entire chapter)
A unique motorized glider landed
at Shively Field recently
—Photo by Sherry Parlow

You can still sign up for heresy study class
Last month’s Echo provided a course outline for the heresy class that started
last Tuesday. Those who have not signed up for the class can still join. For this
coming Tuesday only, both the 6:30 and the 2:30 classes will meet at 2:30. After Tuesday, August 4, we will go back to having a 6:30 and a 2:30 class. Between the two classes we have 8 participants currently.
The goals of the class are: 1) To know what heresy is; 2) Understand why
orthodox beliefs are important and why heresies are dangerous; 3) To become
interested in recognizing orthodox and heretical beliefs; 4) To become people
who can discuss orthodox and heretical beliefs and be able to refute the heretical arguments. —Submitted by Pastor Steve

Dirty or Clean?
During the assurance of pardon on July 19, I used a prop and
declared that the prop is an illustration of our status before and
after we confess our sins. I have received a request to put what I
said in the illustration in written form for publication in the
newsletter. Just as a disclaimer, this is a paraphrase of the illustration given, as I did not have any written notes when I gave the
illustration, and we do not video tape the assurance of pardon.
On the dishwasher in the kitchen, there is a round magnet
attached to a metal disc. On one side of the disc is the word
“dirty” on the other side the word “clean” is written. When the
dishes in the dishwasher are dirty, the word dirty is on top.
When the dishwasher has been run and the dishes are clean, the
word clean is on top.
This magnet reminds me of why we have our unison confession in the worship service. As we come before the Lord with
unconfessed sins, we are dirty. Our magnet reads “dirty”. Yet
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Sonja Collamer promoting proposed medical center
during 4th of July parade.—Photo by Sherry Parlow
when we confess our sins, that is like turning on the dishwasher.
God uses the blood of Jesus to wash our sins away and turns the
magnet so the word “clean” is on top. —Submitted by Pastor
Steve Niccolls

Hallowed be Thy Name…
We are continuing with our series on “The Lord’s Prayer”, this month, with the phrase: “hallowed be Thy Name.”
“Hallowed” is a big and somewhat old-fashioned word for “holy”. “Hallowed” means “to be held in reverence” or
“regarded and treated as holy”. Holiness conveys the idea of being set apart. In describing God, then, holiness
means, first, that He is set apart from all other beings.
Leviticus 22:32-33… “Do not profane my holy name, for I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am
the LORD, who made you holy and who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD.”
Quoting from Christianity Today:
“Do we truly know what it means for God's name to be holy? Do we truly understand the power in the
name of God so that we are to view it as powerful and sacred and not something to be taken lightly?
“Exodus 20:7 commands us, "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain." The word 'vain' used in this context is the Hebrew
word 'shav', which means emptiness of speech, vanity, falsehood, lying, deceptive uselessness. Taking
God's name in vain refers to treating the Lord Himself in a frivolous, light manner.”
Psalm 29:2… “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name; worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness.”
Isaiah 5:16… “But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by his justice, and the holy God will be proved holy by
his righteous acts.”
Of all the attributes of God – love, wisdom, power, mercy, omniscience, truth, etc. – the one that the Bible refers to
most often is his holiness.
Isaiah 6:1-3… “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the
train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six
wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet,
and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
Dr. David Jeremiah wrote: “Think of it this way. God is all-loving, but the angels
around the throne aren’t recorded as singing, “Loving! Loving! Loving!” He is all
-knowing, but there is no record of the heavenly hosts singing, “Omniscient! Omniscient! Omniscient!”
His power and might have no limit, but the songs recorded in the book of Revelation don’t say, “Powerful! Powerful! Powerful!” The cry of the heavenly host is, “Holy, Holy, Holy!’”
When you pray “hallowed be Thy Name”, don’t merely say the words, but go a step further – picture the throne
room of God, with His glory filling it, and the seraphim calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy”! Doesn’t that
give you spiritual gooseflesh? It does me! [to be continued…] --Virginia Senne

Remembering Skyline Church Camp

Pastor Steve and Emily Niccolls with daughter and
son-in-law, Susan and Jeff Sherwood, at wedding.

Niccolls attend daughter’s wedding
Recently, Pastor Steve and Emily Niccolls attended the
wedding of their daughter Susan to Jeff Sherwood in California. Emily filed the following story, complete with pictures,
of their trip and the wedding.
“We had a fairly easy drive to California, the problems
started at our overnight stop in Winnemucca (masks required). The restaurants were only doing take-out meals so
we spent the evening in a small hotel room. We traveled on to
California where we stayed in the home of my nephew
(thankfully they have a pool as the temps was over 100 most
days.)

Photos by Suzanne Sherwood

“The wedding was beautiful with a video posted on my
Facebook page. Attached is picture of wedding party: (From
left: Marah & Andy Scott, front row; Carter Sherwood,
Susan & Jeff Sherwood and Sarah Niccolls back row).
“The trip home was same as going in reverse. So glad we
finished our travels, please keep the girls and Jeff in your
prayers as they prepare for the future either in Washington,
Idaho or California.”

Children’s Bible Story Study,
Adult Bible Study take recess
The Christian Education Committee has announced that
both Children's Sunday School and the Sunday morning
Adult Bible Study will be taking a summer recess.
Start up dates for the Fall sessions will be announced in
the September issue of “River’s Edge Echo.”

Announcement was made this week that, “on Saturday, Aug.
8, the Grand Encampment Museum will be leading a fundraising
trek to Skyline Ranch 17 miles east of Riverside near Hgw. 230.
Come and share memories of the camp with Pat Jeffrey and
bring a sack lunch. We will be meeting at the GEM in Encampment at 9:00 in the morning and the cost is $20 per person.”
The announcement no doubt brings back pleasant memories
to many members of the Saratoga Presbyterian Church who attended church camp there years ago, including this writer.
A complete history with photos has been printed in past
“Echoes.” Following are excerpts from a history written when
the camp was sold and closed by the Presbytery of Wyoming in
2016:
—It all began about 1918-19 when Reed and Eunice Higby
homesteaded in the Encampment Valley. The lodge was built in
the winters of 1926 and 1927 for a Christian Camp for Boys,
which operated until 1937.
—The First Annual Skyline Conference for Young People
was held in 1931. In 1939, the Higbys deeded 20 acres, which
included the Lodge and other buildings to the Laramie Presbytery.
—In 1963, the couple deeded 60 acres, including access of
the road, to Laramie Presbytery and moved to town. In 1965 the
property, was re–conveyed to the “Presbytery of Wyoming”.
After Reed died, Eunice gave another 20 acres to the Presbytery
of Wyoming asking that the Presbytery continue to care for the
gravesites on the property.
—In 1953 a Chapel was built and dedicated.
—In 1962 eight teepees were purchased to house the growing
number of campers, and a group of volunteers spent a weekend
peeling pine poles.
—In 1963 showers and flush toilets for boys and girls were
built in the “block house”. In the mid-1960s a new kitchen was
added to the Lodge along with two A Frame cabins.
—In the mid-1980s the Encampment Presbyterian Church
wanted to honor their pastor, the Rev. John McClure, and donated a cabin named in his honor. (See photo of Alyssa Parlow
in doorway of McClure Cabin).
—Starter, junior and senior high camps, along with Presbyterian Women retreats, were held each summer until the 50-acre
ranch and camp were sold in 2015. In addition to the acreage the
sale included eight cabins, the main lodge and a cemetery. Skyline Church Camp was officially closed May 30, 2016 with a
ceremony ending with the singing of “I Love the Mountains”.
—Earlier this year the property was acquired by the adjoining
Big Creek Ranch.—Compiled by Dick Perue
Photo by
Sherry
Parlow

Virus pushes us towards technology
The fight against the Covid-19 virus has forced many
churches, and to some extent, their parishioners, to become more
technically savvy. For seven weeks during the Spring, we were
forced to use a video communication program called “Zoom” to
conduct a make-shift service.
I share the frustrations that many of you felt during those
seven weeks. One of the frustrations – the 40-minute time limit –
could be overcome in the future by purchasing a package that
includes conferences with no time limits. However, some of the
other frustrations would still exist. One of the biggest frustrations is how to include those without computer technology. Another big frustration was the lack of personal contact. For me
personally, my lack of knowledge of how to utilize some of the
technological tools that are out there was a frustration. Finally,
there is a frustration that while Union-Tel is the best service
available in the valley, many areas have suboptimal service. (For
example, due to slow speeds at the manse, uploading the sermon
from Sunday morning takes seven hours from the time Emily
starts the process until it is ready to post on Facebook and the
church web site.)
While Emily and I were vacationing in California recently,
bans on indoor worship services were re-issued by the governor.
I had the honor that Sunday to guest preached at the Drive-In
service that I use to lead. The California restrictions included a
prohibition on handing parishioners a bulletin when they arrived
at the service. If they did not print out a copy of the bulletin that
was available from the web page of the church, they did not get
a bulletin.
Fortunately, Wyoming Governor Gordon has lifted the restrictions that exiled us to the land of Zoom. That being said,

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga
P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts.
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331
Ph. No. 307 326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com

God’s beauty abounds in Snowy Range as shown in
this Sherry Parlow photo of stone cabin on shore of
Lake Marie with Medicine Bow Peak in background.
many church consultants are advising that technology will become more important in the coming years and decades. First
Presbyterian Church of Saratoga (FPCS) has waded into the
digital world with both a Facebook page and a web page. Both
of those mediums provide a way for us not only to provide the
sermon to people, but also introduce ourselves to potential new
attendees. Many of us still may use the Yellow Pages to find
information about businesses and other organizations. However,
those under 30 do not even think about the Yellow Pages. When
they need to find a church or a business, the simply whip out
their smart phones and do an internet search for what they are
looking for. For better or worse, the digital age is here to stay.
The new technology offers many opportunities. If FPCS ever
decides to broadcast their live services on line, it would provide
an opportunity for those who are not able to make the service in
person to join via the computer. It also offers a safe way for
those who might want to “check us out” to see what our worship
service is like. Also, it is a way that we can fulfill the Great
Commission to go make disciples to the ends of the earth without ever leaving the town limits of Saratoga. Since we started
our web page almost a year ago, it has been viewed in nine foreign countries, spanning four continents. Our page has also been
viewed in 24 states.
Perhaps in a future issue of the River’s Edge Echo we can
explore what would be needed to increase the presence of FPCS
on the World Wide Web. —Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls

