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We are coming to the end of the Season of Lent. Next 

Sunday we will kick off the beginning of Holy Week by 

looking at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We will be 

remembering the crowds laying down branches and even 

their cloaks as Jesus enters the capitol of Judaism riding a 

donkey. We will remember the crowds shouting “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord” and “Hosanna!” We 

will then remember the sadness of Maundy Thursday as Je-

sus meets with his disciples and repurposes the bread and the 

wine of the Seder meal and makes his final pronouncement 

of his coming crucifixion. Finally, we will sing with joy, 

celebrating the good news that he has risen! 

To slightly change a famous opening line of Charles Dick-

ens’ Tale of Two Cities; for a pastor Holy Week is the easiest 

of times and the toughest of times. On one hand, with Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday, it should not 

be too difficult to decide what to preach on. The holy days 

make that a no brainer. When I started being the regular wor-

ship leader at the Drive-In church in California, the first Sun-

day I preached was Palm Sunday. I joked to some of the 

members of the congregation that if I could not figure out a 

sermon for Palm Sunday and then Easter Sunday the next 

week, I probably should drop out of seminary. 

Fast forward about 18 years and I am beginning to think 

about the difficulties of preaching during Holy Week. The 
difficulty is how do I preach about events that are so well 

known to the congregation and come up with something new 

and interesting to say? 

As I was pondering this, the Holy Spirit started to speak to 

me. What if the idea isn’t to present some new twist to the 

events of this special week? What if I looked at this in the 

same way Major League Baseball teams look at Spring 

Training?   Granted, in normal seasons some players com-

plain near the end of “training camp” about the length of 

Spring Training. It is a time when the teams go back to the 

fundamentals of baseball. They are skills that the players 

have worked on since youth baseball. Yet this year, with the 

Spring Training season shortened due to a lock out, some of 

the players will not be ready to perform at their best when the 

regular season begins because they have not had the time to 

sharpen their fundamentals. As we approach the end of Lent, 

let us look at the final week or two as a chance to have a 

Spring Training. Let us take advantage of this time to be re-

minded of some of the fundamentals of our faith.                                

                                                   —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Sermon passages for the month of March 
 

April 3—Luke 18:18-30      April 10—Luke 19:28-40 

    April 14 (Maundy Thursday)—John 13:31-38  

April 17 (Easter Sunday)—Luke 24:1-12 

April 24—Guest Preacher 
 

Session moving church back to normal 
 

     Moving the church past COVID mode and back to normal 

highlighted the March 17th Session meeting.  

     The first action makes a slight change to Communion. As 

we come forward to receive the elements, we will not have 

the bread cubed up in paper cups. The person serving the 

bread will hold the bread that was broken and each person 

will tear a piece off from the loaf. With the bread being held 

by the server, there will be very limited touching of the bread 

needed. The juice will continue to be served in individual 

cups. Once again, we will still continue to have the congrega-

tion come forward to receive the elements. Many members of 

Session believe coming forward to receive the elements adds 

meaning to the service. These changes will take place effec-

tive April 3.  

    The other change is that we will start passing the offering 

plates. Again, this change will take place starting April 3. 

That, of course, will mean we will need two people to volun-

teer to be ushers each Sunday to pass the plate. It is the opin-

ion of the Session that with the threat of COVID waning, it is 

time to resume as many of the traditions interrupted by the 

pandemic as possible. 

    The other action of note taken by the Session includes can-

celing the April 21 scheduled Session meeting due to Pastor 

Steve being on vacation. Also, we appointed Session mem-

bers to the two committees that had a vacancy. Alice Swan-

son was appointed to the Memorial Committee and Jean 

Bush was appointed to the Mission Committee. 

     The next Session meeting is scheduled for May 19. 

              —submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

Preaching during Holy Week, is ‘easiest of times, toughest of times’ pastor writes 



After more than two years of delays and cancellations, the 

popular Lenten Soup Luncheons sponsored by the Deacons 

resumed for four Thursdays in March at the Saratoga Presby-

terian Church Fellowship Hall. 

Members of the sponsoring Deacons as well as volunteers 

provide an abundance of soups to choose from, along with a 

beverage, dessert, rolls, crackers, bread, butter plus lots of 

fellowship and visiting with friends and neighbors. 

The luncheons were a big hit with all and a financial suc-

cess. (See “Deacons’ Doings” on the back page). 

The event also inspired the memory of Gloria Rakness 

who provided the following article: 

DEACONS’ HISTORY OF SOUP LUNCHEONS 

AND COOKBOOK 

By Rita Peterson and Gloria Rakness 

The Presbyterian Deacons’ Cookbook was inspired by the 

church and community members who encouraged the Dea-

cons to gather recipes from the Deacons’ Soup Luncheons 

and compile them into a cookbook. Presbyterian Deacons’ 

Soup Luncheons started in the mid-eighties. The first record 

of the Lenten Soup Luncheon in 1985, showed a donation 

total of $152. 

The Fall Hunting Soup Luncheon began in 1986. Total 

donations taken in for that year were $336. 

The luncheons grew from serving only soups, breads and 

crackers to including salads, jams and jellies in the 1990s. 

By 1992, four to six luncheons were held for each season. 

The growing luncheons served 652 people and donations 

amounted to $1,195. 

The proceeds have benefited the Platte Valley Mammo-

gram, Saratoga Churches Travelers’ Assistant Program, Chil-

dren’s Christmas Gift Fund in conjunction with Eaton’s 

Western Wear, Lenten Food donations for needy families, 

Project Graduation and other emergency assistance and vari-

ous church projects. 

Local teachers and business people encouraged the Dea-

cons to publish a cookbook with all the wonderful soup reci-

pes included. After many months of thinking about it, in Sep-

tember 1991, the Deacons decided, “A cookbook it shall be!” 

Besides the popular and delicious soup recipes, we added 

desserts, cakes, cookies, bars, pies, breads and rolls, salads, 

vegetables, dips and appetizers. 

A call for recipes from the congregation was met enthusi-

astically. We ended up with about 360 recipes. 

Deacon Suzi Neergaard’s suggestion of selling ads for the 

cookbook proved to be very successful. With the help of Dea-

con Gloria Rakness, they set out to promote the cookbook to 

businesses in Saratoga. . . . 

Linda Fisher/Perue was asked to draw caricatures for the 

ads to make our cookbook unique. John Gilman also contrib-

uted several drawings. 

Deacon Rita Peterson typed and printed the recipes, while 

the rest of the Deacons, Breen Buff, Suzi Neergaard, Sherry 

Parlow, Gloria Rakness, Guen States and Sandy Willford 

proofread and edited. 

On May 23, 1992, the recipes were ready. By May 31, 

1993, Linda completed her artwork and the cookbook was 

ready for production. . . . —compiled by Dick Perue 

 

 

The Third Beatitude:  Blessed Are the Meek – Part One 
 

 

    The first two characteristics of those in the kingdom of God reflect humility.  The poor in spirit humbly–not proudly–

recognize their own sin and spiritual poverty.  Beyond simply recognizing that we are sinners in need of a Savior, we actu-

ally mourn for the pain that our sin causes God.  We humbly admit our sins, and we repent and draw closer to God and 

find strength to make the needed changes in our behaviors and attitudes.   

    The third beatitude (Matthew 5:5) puts the essence of the first two into plain words:  “Blessed are the meek,” or, as the 

Christian Standard Bible says:  "Blessed are the humble…”  Meekness and humility are often confused with “weakness”, 

so it is important to understand what it means to be meek or humble.   
    Meekness is power under constraint. Matthew Henry described the meek as “those who quietly submit themselves to 

God, [and] to His Word … who follow His directions, and comply with His designs, and are gentle towards all men…  

[They] can bear provocation without being inflamed by it; are either silent or return a soft answer [see Proverbs 15:1]; 
and who can show their displeasure when there is occasion for it…[but] can be cool when others are hot.” 

    Dean Smith, in OpentheWord.org, says that the Greek word “praus” [mild; gentle] 

is defined as “displaying the right blend of force and reserve (gentleness)… avoid
[ing] unnecessary harshness, yet without compromising…”  He adds: “‘praus’ does 

not portray a person who is weak or cowardly, [but] depicts a person with power, but 

one who knows when to use it and when not to.” [Emphasis added]  Smith’s description reminds me of Jesus chasing 

the moneychangers out of the temple. 

    Of course we think of Jesus as the epitome of meekness, but there are a number of outstanding examples of meekness in 

the Old Testament as well. One good example is Joseph, who started out an arrogant youth, but after spending many years 

in prison, ended up the administrator of all Egypt. When his brothers, who had sold him into slavery, were suffering fam-

ine in Israel, they went to Egypt to buy grain.  How easy it would have been for Joseph, who recognized them, to say: 
“Hah! After what you put me through and the suffering I’ve endured all these years, you expect me to save your lives 

now?”  But Joseph forgave his brothers; he wept at being reunited with them, and gave them grain, not even taking any 

money for it!  He told them (in Genesis 50:20):  "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in 

order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive."  What a beautiful picture of meekness! --Virginia Senne 

Deacons resume popular soup luncheons, prompts memory of past events 



Martha G. (Marty) Perue 
February 22, 1933  —  March 20, 2022 

 

Funeral services are scheduled for Friday, April 8, 

2022 for Carbon County native and long-time Saratoga 

resident Marty Perue, 89, who passed away Sunday 

night, March 20, 2022 in the Wyoming Medical Center in 

Casper after suffering a massive stroke earlier in the day. 

The memorial service will be conducted by the Rev. 

Steven Niccolls and family members in the First Presby-

terian Church of Saratoga at 11:00 a.m., followed by a 

reception in the Fellowship Hall hosted by the Deacons. 

Music will be under the guidance of family friend Teense 

Willford. Burial will be in the family plot of the Saratoga 

Cemetery following the reception. 

Martha Genevieve Brown was born Feb. 22, 1933, in 

Rawlins, Wyo. to Elwood (Mike) Lyle Brown and Celia 

Genevieve (Butler) Brown and grew up in Rawlins. Fol-

lowing her father’s death when she was 15 years old she 

was then raised by her mother and step-

father Fred Bomar. 

She graduated from Rawlins High School 

with the class of 1950 and lived in both 

Rawlins and Laramie for many years. She 

was married to Dale E. Williams June 6, 

1957 in Laramie and resided in that city as 

well as Cheyenne, Denver, Colo., and 

Omaha, Neb., before moving to Saratoga in 

1973. 

Marty worked as bookkeeper for “The 

Saratoga Sun” for two years before marring 

publisher R. Richard (Dick) Perue on Dec. 

20, 1975 in the Saratoga Presbyterian 

Church. She then became business manager 

and co-owner of the newspaper, print shop and stationary 

store, and later was partner in Perue Printing, Frame-

Work and Historical Reproductions by Perue. 

Always active in church and community, Marty was: 

—A member, elder and treasurer of the Saratoga Pres-

byterian Church as well as sang in the choir and served 

on the Memorial Committee for many years and be-

longed to Ladies Aid and Presbyterian Women; 

—One of the organizers of the Community Choir and 

sang with the group for years; 

—Along with husband Dick, named as an honorary 

life member of the Saratoga/Platte Valley Chamber of 

Commerce, plus a charter member of the Snowy Range 

Ambassadors and headed the beautify Saratoga commit-

tee and the Centennial parade organizers; 

—Charter member of Saratoga Soroptimist and served 

as local, state and national officers as well as often the 

leading lady during the many dinner theater productions 

presented by the organization. In 1987 she was selected 

for the “Wyoming Woman of Achievement” nominee 

from Saratoga; 

—A member and supporter of the Saratoga Historical 

& Cultural Assn. and Museum, American Legion Auxil-

iary, Panther Pusher Booster Club, and University of 

Wyoming Cowboy Joe Club; 

—An avid golfer, winner and officer of the Saratoga 

Ladies Golf Assn. 

Marty was admired for her sunny disposition, wit and 

laughter, friendliness, and willingness to assist when 

needed, especially with children and grandchildren. She 

is remembered as a loving wife, dedicated 

mother and devoted and supportive grand-

mother. For the past 40 years she has de-

voted her life to assisting her son Fred who 

was severely injured in a pickup wreck. 

     She is survived by husband Dick Perue; 

four children, Lanette Clark of Mundelein, 

Ill., Fred, Kathy and Alan Williams, all of 

Saratoga; step-son Paul Perue of Saratoga; 

grandchildren, Michelle Zimmermann, Mi-

chael Clark, David, Nicholas and Darian 

Williams and Tyler Williams; step grand-

children: Rachel Lewis, Heather Cunning-

ham; Anelyse Perue, Tess Perue, Rachel 

Branch, Kameron and David Capozzoli. 31 

great grandchildren, two great-great grandchildren and 

numerous other family members and friends. 

Preceding her in death were her mother Celia Bomar, 

father Mike Brown, step-father Fred Bomar, sister 

Shirley Fisher, son-in-law Mike Clark, and great grand-

daughter Mirralyne Williams. 

Memorials may be made in her memory to the Sara-

toga Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 116, Saratoga, WY 

82331. 

Cremation has taken place under the direction of 

Jacoby Funeral Home of Rawlins. 

Deacons (from left) Susan 

Collamer, Carlene Sjoden 

and Vickie Stolns take a 

break to enjoy fellowship 

along with various soups, 

breads, deserts and bever-

ages served during the 

Lenten Soup Luncheons 

held four Thursday in 

March.—Photo by Emily Niccolls 
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DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 

The Deacons wish to thank everyone for the many deli-

cious soups, breads and rolls, and desserts that were do-

nated to the soup luncheons held in March, 2022.  Our 

soup luncheons are loved by the entire community; how-

ever, they are a lot of hard work.  We could never have 

done it without the help of our whole congregation.  Each 

week we served at least 50 people and each week we made 

around $450.00.  With this money, the Deacons can ac-

complish projects on behalf of our church. 

Thank you to Dick Perue and Fred Williams who took 

care of publicity – posters around town, articles in the 

news media, and River's Edge Echo, etc.  We really appre-

ciate all that you do for our church, Dick!  Thank you to 

Josh Wood who came by to take pictures for the Saratoga 

Sun.  Also thank you to Vickie Stolns for organizing the 

soup luncheons.  Thank you to ALL of the Saratoga Com-

munity for supporting our endeavors.  We received many 

positive comments, not only on our delicious food, but 

also on the great fellowship! 

On April 8, 2022 the Deacons will be preparing and 

serving sandwiches, salads, and desserts to everyone after 

the 11:00 a.m. Memorial Service for our good friend, 

Marty Perue.  Although we know she is with our Lord, all 

of us will miss Marty's perky attitude and smiling face.  

We are honored to host this time of fellowship so every-

one attending can extend your sentiments to Dick and the 

family.  So please plan to join us then.    

As we finish our Lenten Season, the Deacons (Becky, 

Carlene, Anne, Vickie, Carol Jo and our “fearless” leader 

Susan) would like to wish everyone a 

HAPPY PALM SUNDAY AND A 

BLESSED EASTER . . . . HE IS RISEN!! 
 

        —submitted by Anne Wickstrom & Susan Collamer 
 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

The Sunday morning Bible Study is nearing the end of our 

study of Psalms and we all agree that we’ve gotten a lot out 

of our dive into these Songs to the Lord. The Psalms can be 

divided into seven types: Laments, Thanksgiving Psalms, 

Hymns of Praise, Salvation-History Psalms, Psalms of Cele-

bration and Affirmation, Wisdom Psalms, and Songs of 

Trust. 

Last Sunday one of the Psalms we looked at was Ps. 111 

which is a Hymn of Praise, in fact verse one starts out; 

“Praise the Lord” and verse two continues “Great are the 

works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in 

them.” If you remember, the weather last Sunday (March 

20th) was just beautiful and gave us many of the Lord’s 

works to ponder on with delight. We find lots of ways the 

words of the Psalms we study are echoed in our daily lives. 

We will meet this Sunday Morning at 8:15 and then take a 

break for Palm Sunday and Easter and begin again on April 

24th to finish our study of this very interesting Book of the 

Bible. We would love to have you join us.—submitted by 

Sonja Collamer. 

SOUP’S ON and 

ready to be served by 

Deacon Carol Jo 

Jones during a Lenten 

Soup Luncheon. 

Photo 

By 

Sherry 

Parlow 


