
‘He is Risen! He is Risen, indeed’ 
 

Greetings everyone: 

      As I am writing this article, I am excited. We are going 

to be able to worship in person on Easter Sunday. With the 

COVID shut down last year, it seemed like Easter did not 

happen. This year we will be able corporately celebrate. “He 

is RISEN!” He is RISEN indeed!” 

     After Easter, I will be doing a series of sermons that was 

inspired by a member of this congregation suggesting it 

might be a good idea to do a sermon on what love is. As 

many of us already know there are at least four words in the 

Greek that are translated as love in English. Thanks to an 

insurance company’s commercials, we probably also know 

the highest level of love in Greek is agape. My sermon se-

ries will focus on examples of the agape type of love. The 

title for this sermon series is a spoof of an old TV show title. 

I am calling the series Love, Agape Style. I am sure many of 

you are already have the theme song from a TV show in the 

early 1970s running through your head. 

     With many of the state health mandates being allowed to 

expire, we have more freedom in our actions. I know many 

of us have been anticipating the day we could say, “I don’t 

need no mask!” We may also have been waiting for the day 

when we no longer need to worry about social distancing. 

While the COVID virus seems to be under control, it is not 

yet defeated. Let us be mindful that we still need to take rea-

sonable precautions. We are blessed with a sanctuary that 

has a capacity rating of 176 people. That capacity allows us 

to spread out without much problem. Keeping our distance is 

a good practice still. Also be mindful that many people, even 

before COVID, were nervous about close contact hand-

shakes, hugs, etc.). Let’s make sure that we respect those 

who still want to keep their distance from others and practice 

other health safety precautions. Most importantly, please 

stay home if you are not feeling well. The sermons will still 

be video taped and posted on Facebook and the church web 

page. 
     Finally, the April Scripture passages are tentative. I am a 

control freak and take great pride in being able to list sermon 

passages a month ahead of time. However, older daughter is 

expecting our first grandchild in early April. The Scripture 

passages are best guess as I do not know when I will be tak-

ing a few days off to meet grandchild #1. Sermon passages 

are subject to change with little notice.                                            
    —Blessings, Pastor Steve 
 

Scripture Passages for April 
 

 

April 1—I Corinthians 11:23-26  Maundy Thursday 

April 4—Acts 10:34-43   Easter Sunday 

April 11—John 21:15-19      April 18—I Cor. 13 (all) 

April 25—1 John 2:1-6  

CALVARY 
 

There was a place called Calvary, long, long ago. 

(What was done on Calvary who of us may know?) 

You, who see the lilies bloom—hear the bells today, 

What do you know of Calvary, far, far away? 
 

To the world came strife and sin, long, long ago. 

(Why the grief that entered in, who of us may know?) 

You with songs upon your lips—in your hearts today, 

What do you know of Calvary, far, far away? 
 

Came a Man, a lowly Man, peace was in His eyes. 

Faith had made him very strong, love had made Him wise. 

All His love and all His faith, work of head and hand, 

Gave He to the world He loved. None would understand. 
 

So He laid His good life down, long, long ago. 

(All His grief and all His pain, who of us may know?) 

And He died to make the world safe for you and me; 

But His footprints still remain for all men to see. 
 

And they made a tomb for Him, dark and cold and deep, 

Where the watchers in the night came to mourn and weep. 

But a wondrous glory shorn ’round Him where He lay, 

And an angel from the tomb rolled the stone away. 
 

And He rose, He rose again, long, long ago! 

Still He walks the world of men! Still His footprints show! 

Still we hear His great heart beat close to us today. 

Though he died on Calvary, far, far away! 
 

          —Author unknown. Taken from the April 4, 1920 issue of  

           “The Encampment Echo”.    —Submitted by Dick Perue 
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…As We Forgive Those Who Trespass Against Us 
 

On Good Friday, according to Luke 23:34a [NKJV], Jesus prayed for those who were nailing Him to the cross:  

“Father, forgive them…”  This has always impressed me as one of the most astounding verses of the Gospels.  It 

boggles the mind!  Jesus asked God to forgive those who crucified Him!  Do any of us think that WE could have 

forgiven such as this? 

Jesus added: “for they know not what they do”. Does that mean that we only need to forgive people who didn’t real-

ize that they hurt us?  If someone intentionally hurts us – or if it appears that it was intentional – are we ‘off the 

hook’?  No, because in Jesus’ model prayer, there are no qualifiers about forgiving others.  It is psychologically 

healthy, I believe, to try to understand why people hurt us, especially when it is apparent that they did so on purpose, 

or at least took no thought for our feelings.  But even if the offense appeared to be deliberate, even cruel, we are to 

forgive unconditionally.   

You might be thinking: “That was easy for Jesus, because He was God.  How can I forgive even the worst thing that 

was done to me?”  Perhaps you feel that you are able to forgive – but you cannot forget.  

You don’t want to forget.  After all, that might leave you open to being hurt again by the 

same person!  You don’t want that! 

Selwyn Hughes helps us to see how this looks.  It is as if we are praying: “Father, forgive 

me as I forgive others.  I forgive that person, but I won’t forget what they did.  You forgive 

me the same way.  Forgive me, but don’t forget my sins, and when I do something wrong, 

bring up the whole thing again.”  That is NOT how God forgives; several Bible passages 

indicate that He will not remember our sins [e.g., Isaiah 43:25; Jeremiah 31:34; Micah 7:19; 

Hebrews 8:12 & 10:17].  It is not that He CAN’T remember them, but He CHOOSES to 

forget them!  In like manner, while we CAN remember the hurts and offenses we have suffered, with God’s help we 

can also CHOOSE to forget them!  It is not easy, but it IS possible!   

Hughes goes on to say that we could pray with this attitude: “Father, forgive me as I forgive others.  I forgive that 

person, but from now on I’ll have nothing more to do with them.  You forgive me in the same way.  Forgive me, but 

have nothing more to do with me.”  Would we really ask that of God?  Of course not!   Is it obvious why neither of 

these approaches is a desirable one?   

This is such an important topic for us to understand and to come to grips with in our own lives that we will spend 

one more month thinking about how we can extend the forgiveness we seek from God toward those who have 

wronged us and hurt us.                                                        –Virginia Senne  

Session Highlights 
 

On March 18, the Session held its monthly meeting. 

Most of the meeting was routine with the Session ap-

proving the minutes of the February Session meeting. 

One of the major decisions made at the meeting in-

volved masks in worship. It was decided that in light of 

the governor allowing the health mandates to expire that 

we will make the wear of masks optional. However, the 

Session still wants the social distancing measure of stay-

ing six feet apart in force. It was also decided to con-

tinue to refrain from passing the offering plate. Concern-

ing Communion, we will continue to keep the practice of 

having parishioners come forward to the table to partake 

in the elements. A couple of members mentioned how 

they like the symbolism of coming to the table, so expect 

that we will continue to have parishioners come forward. 

Obviously for those who have mobility issues, we will 

have the pastor and elder go to those people to serve the 

elements to them. 

The other major item discussed was a policy to con-

trol use of a church credit card. The highlights of the 

policy include pastor and treasurer being the only two 

people with access to the credit cards. The policy also 

includes a provision that requires any purchase to be 

reimbursed by the church of over $200.00 must receive 

Session approval prior to the purchase, 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for April 15, at 

4:30.                —Submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 

Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 



Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Thursday of Month 

Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 
 

Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 
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Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Ken Collamer, Vickie 

Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman 

Strickland, Van Skilling & Teense 

Willford. 

Treasurer—Sonja Collamer 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy 

Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan 

Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky 

Strickland. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland 

Christian Education—Van Skilling & 

Teense Willford 

Congregational Care—all Session 

members & Deacons 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Ken Col-

lamer 

Memorial—Vickie Stolns 

Mission—Vickie Stolns 

Nominating—Ken Collamer & Vickie 

Stolns 

Worship—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer  

Choir Director—Laurie Johnston 

Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Cle-

metson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler, 

Teense Willford 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 

Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-

son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 

Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-

colls 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-

3369 

Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 

Collamer, Sonja Collamer, John 

Wickstrom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

Capturing Holy Week: a look at why we observe these sacred days 
 

The events of Holy Week—Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem, the Lord’s 

Supper, Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection—are pivotal to our salva-

tion. Only through them do we receive the precious gifts of full forgive-

ness, freedom from death and everlasting life in heaven with our God. Four 

symbols capture the deep meaning of these days: palms, the bread and cup, 

the cross and the grave. 

PALMS: The palms of Palm Sunday are a symbol of praise. 

People praised Jesus as a king and the Son of David. They 

waved their palms to welcome the Lord into their midst. 

With the palms we raise on this Palm Sunday, we praise the 

very King of our souls, and we welcome the One who has 

come to walk the road of suffering and death that should 

have been ours to tread. 

THE BREAD AND CUP: On Maundy Thursday, Christ 

took bread and said, “Take and eat.” He took the cup of 

wine. “Take and drink,” he said. When we take Holy 

Communion on this year’s Maundy Thursday, we get a 

glimpse of what that first Maundy Thursday must have 

been like. We are nourished in our faith and cleansed of 

our sins each time we do this sacrament in remem-

brance  of Him. 

THE CROSS: Good Friday is the day when we truly “lift 

high the cross.” Though the cross was an agent of execu-

tion, Christ’s death on the cross on Good Friday trans-

formed it into a device of our deliverance. We lift our 

eyes to the cross of Christ on this Good Friday more than 

2000 years later and recognized that our sins were nailed 

to it and the ways of wickedness were put to death there 

forever. 

THE TOMB: On Holy Saturday we find ourselves 

acutely aware of the reality of death. Jesus was 

dead. He was wrapped in grave clothes. He was 

buried in a tomb. And the fact is that each of us 

has a tomb in our future. We will one day die. But 

the silver lining is that Holly Saturday gives way 

to Easter Sunday, when Christ breaks forth from 

the grave and makes it possible for us all to break 

forth from and tombs on the Last Day. 

 —Submitted by Gloria Rakness from “Creative Communications”. Graphics by Dick Perue 

Medical Center, Nursing Home construction starts 
 

A flurry of activity has begun on the site of the 

North Platte Valley Medical Center and nurs-

ing home at the corner of 13th Street and 

Bridge Avenue as shown in these photos by 

Sherry Parlow. Construction of the facility is 

expected to be completed within the next year. 
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DEACONS'  

DOINGS 
 

The Deacons met after worship on 

Sunday March 21, 2021. It was so 

nice to “see” each other again physi-

cally as a group, even though we so-

cial distanced. 

After opening with prayer, approv-

ing the secretary's report and the 

treasurer's report and sharing corre-

spondence, we discussed when we 

would be distributing our “Easter 

Surprises” to the congregation. It was 

decided to distribute these after wor-

ship next Sunday (Palm Sunday 

March 28th). That way we thought 

we would see most of the congrega-

tion before anyone left town to spend 

the Easter holiday visiting family 

living away from Saratoga. 

The Deacons will meet again on Sunday after worship 

on April 11th when we will discuss serving at the Bacca-

laureate Service held for Senior High School Students who 

will be graduating this year. 

Thanks to all who have supported us this year! 
 

Happy Easter Season to Everyone!!! 
               —Submitted by Anne Wickstrom 
 

TOP PHOTO: Members of the Deacons pose behind 

the Easter packages they just filled. From left are: Car-

lene Sjoden, Becky Strickland, Susan Collamer, Anne 

Wickstrom, Laurie Johnston and Sandy Willford.—

Photo by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Adult Bible Study Changes Meeting Time 
 

The Adult Bible Study Group has changed its meeting 

time to immediately following Sunday morning worship 

(approximately 10:30 AM, MDT) in the Fellowship Hall. 

We will begin Sunday March 28th, no meeting on April 

4th (Easter), then continue the new schedule until the Con-

gregation can start having Fellowship after worship. 

We are on Chapter 3 of our study book Near the 

Cross. We welcome anyone to join us in this interesting 

discussion of Paul’s letter to the Philippians at our new 

time. Please contact Sonja for a copy of the book. 
           —Submitted by Sonja Collamer 

 


