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Schedule of Events:

Sunday:
Adult Bible Study—8:10 a.m.
Worship Service—9:30 a.m.
Fellowship time—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice—6:30 p.m.
Second Thursday of Month
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m.
Session meeting 2nd Thurs. 4:30
First Presbyterian Church
of Saratoga, Wyoming
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor
Corner Third & Bridge Sts.
PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5337
e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
www.saratoga-presbyterian.com

Session—Ken Collamer, Richard
Rakness, Vickie Stolns, John Wickstrom, Herman Strickland, 1 vacancy.
Treasurer—Sonja Collamer
Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom
Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom
Deacons—Carlene Sjoden, Sandy
Willford, Laurie Johnston, Susan
Collamer, Anne Wickstrom, Becky
Strickland.
Session Committees:
Building /Grounds—Herm Strickland
Christian Education—Richard Rakness
Congregational Care—all Session
members & Deacons
Endowment—Ken Collamer
Evangelism/Membership—Ken Collamer
Memorial—Vickie Stolns
Mission—Vickie Stolns
Worship & Music—John Wickstrom.
Leaders:
Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer
Choir Director—Laurie Johnston
Music—Laurie Johnston, Carol Clemetson, Peggy Hiser, Cindy Kessler,
Teense Willford, David Weir
Memorial Committee—Marty Perue,
Carol Jo Jones, Vickie Stolns
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb Johnson, founder; Peggy Hiser
Presby. Women—Emily Niccolls
Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 3263369
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Joe
Jones, Sonja Collamer, John Wickstrom
“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue

Modified services resume after seven weeks
“Echo” editor Dick Perue requested that I provide a very brief summary of the
sermon preached our first Sunday back from the Covid-19 shut down. The following is the summary, with many thanks to Dick’s sermon notes. Please be aware that
the sermon, along with the previous 11 sermons may be seen on the church web
page www.saratoga-presbyterian.com
The sermon on May 10 was based on 2 Timothy 1:3-10. The four main points
were 1) we are to pray for one another. Just as Paul constantly prayed for Timothy
(and many others) constantly, we should be praying for others. 2) With Sunday
being Mother’s Day, we emphasized how Paul
praised Timothy’s grandmother, Lois and his
Many restrictions
mother, Eunice, for the key role they played in
apply as services
teaching the faith to Timothy. As parents and
resume in sanctuary
grandparents, we too should be active in inSee list on back page
structing our children in the Christian faith.
Perhaps the best-known point in this passage is (3) Paul’s charge to Timothy to fan into flames the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
And the fourth is gifts that include the gift of power and courage. We will need
those gifts to stand firm and not be ashamed of the gospel. While society tends to
criticize us for our instance that there is only one way to heaven, we should not be
ashamed or embarrassed by that claim. We are proclaiming the truth. Everything
else society tries to sell us is a lie.
USING INTERNET TECHNOLOGY FOR SEVEN WEEKS
In the seven weeks we were forced to use internet technology to have a virtual
worship service, the focus on those sermons included Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. We also looked at Matthew’s version of the Easter
story on Easter Sunday, John’s telling of the story of Doubting Thomas, Jesus’ instruction to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. We also looked at Peter’s
claim in his second letter that we have been given everything we need to live holy
lives.
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
In the next three weeks, we will be looking at King Solomon’s request that God
grant him wisdom to rule the People of Israel (1 Kings 3:7-13). Then on May 20
we will look at God’s response to the people upon their return from exile only to
find the new temple was not up to the standards of the old temple (Haggai 2:1-9)
and we will end the month by looking at the well known story of Pentecost found
in Acts 2:1-21
Like the People of Israel, when they returned from their Babylonian exile, we
may discover that our worship services are not like they used to be. It will be a
while before we will be able to share snacks and coffee after worship. It may be a
while before shaking hands and
Elder & liturgist John
hugs become acceptable. (Dr.
Wickstrom presents
Anthony Facui has suggested that
opening scripture as
perhaps hand shaking should beservices resume in
come a thing of the past.) But as
church
God proclaimed through the
prophet Haggai, external trappings do not make for true worship. It is about praising God. I
am looking forward to seeing
what the new worship will look
Photo by
like going forward.
Sherry
Parlow
—Blessings, Pastor Steve

Pastor Steve
Niccolls and
Elder John
Wickstrom
served communion to
many in
cars including LeRoy
& Jean
Bush, below, during
church
shutdown

Adult Bible Study Group Continues to Meet
The Adult Bible Study group has continued to meet by
conference call in spite of the challenges caused by the Covid
-19 virus.
Our examination of Proverbs has given us plenty to talk
about during our weekly study hour. When we were able to
have worship services in the Church, we gathered in the Fellowship Hall after worship and were able to maintain social
distances as we studied the wisdom carried down through the
ages in this book.
If you would like to join us, please call Sonja Collamer
( 307-326-5546) or Carlene Sjoden (307-710-5531) for information.—Submitted by Sonja Collamer
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This moose moved to
town recently and was
photographed
by
Sherry Parlow in back
yard on River Street
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Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369

OUR FATHER… (continued)
This month (April) we continue thinking about God as our Father. In Part One, we quoted Selwyn Hughes, author of
“Every Day with Jesus”, as saying that “we will never rise higher in our prayer lives than our understanding and
concept of God… [If] you do not hold in your heart a picture of God as He really is, then your prayers will be shortcircuited and, like electricity when it has nowhere else to go, will run into the earth.”
When we address God as “Father” in our prayers, we should have in our minds a picture of the eternal
creator, with all the boundless majesty and power that that implies; but we should also hold in our hearts
a feeling of God as someone “who has a father’s heart, a father’s love and a father’s disposition.” When
we pray to God as ‘Father’, we can and should come to Him [and] talk to Him, “with all the trust, confidence, openness and frankness of a child.”
Often, our adult views of God are coloured by our memories of our fathers or father-figures from childhood. If my father was gentle, loving, and engaged with me in play and/or conversation, I will think of
God as gentle, loving, and interested in me, my thoughts and my feelings. If my father was a brute – an
insensitive, mean, even violent man – who paid little attention to me except to yell at me or even hit me,
I will have a very different view of God. He will seem constantly angry, just waiting for me to mess up so He can
punish me.
Think about your natural father or a father-figure from your childhood. Hold those thoughts in your mind while you
picture God. Do you see similarities? Or differences?
Remember Selwyn Hughes’ statement that a [good] father is “predisposed … to give careful attention to what his
child says.” People often struggle with prayer because, deep in their hearts, they are not convinced of God’s willingness to respond to them. God, as our perfect Father, not only loves us and cares about our concerns, and anything we
want to tell Him, but He wants to respond to us!
Isn’t that an awesome thought? God, who created the universe, God, who has always existed and will never cease to
be, wants to hear from me – and He wants to answer me! One-on-one! God and me! Amazing! Does that truly
resonate with you? Do you have a real sense of God wanting to hear from you and wanting to answer you? That’s a
big part of what prayer is!
Next time, we’ll look at why we are to address God as our Father IN HEAVEN… –Virginia Senne

Church Services Resumed
Sunday, May 10, 2020
Among those
attending
services were,
from left,
Becky & Herm
Strickland,
Bill Parlow,
Emily Niccolls
&
Tom Mansfield

Anne
Wickstrom

“Echo”
photographer
Sherry Parlow
provided these
photos of folks
attending services Sunday,
May 10

Richard & Gloria
Rakness
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Bill
Rathbun
&
Carol
Clemetson

Dick & Marty Perue

Sonja Collamer

Joe & Carol Jo Jones, left, chat while doing social distancing from Herman Strickland, far right. Inserts are Frances Kirby,
left, and Carlene Sjoden.

New rules apply for worship service
(Editor’s note: In this time of uncertain created by the
coronavirus pandemic, church services during the past
seven weeks have been held
over the internet, (communion
served in vehicles—see photos on page 2). then scheduled for outdoors and finally
resumed in the sanctuary on a
controlled and limited basis,
During that time Pastor Steve
Niccolls kept members of the
congregation informed via ePastor Niccolls
mail, Facebook, letters and a
Photos by Sherry Parlow
special edition of the “Echo”.
Information ranged from how
to get on “Zoom”, to communion on the street and then
on May 6th Pastor Steve issued the following news release:)
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Our outdoor service has been moved into the sanctuary! Carbon County has received state approval for variances to the state. Those variances will allow us to use
the SANCTUARY on Sunday, Mother’s Day May 10!
(Cue up Handle's Halleluiah Chorus at full volume!)
Note there are some key restriction still in place:
1) Social distancing restrictions are required! While
household members may sit together, six feet or more is
required between each other. This six feet distance must
be respected at all times.
2) Masks/face coverings are
encouraged.
3) Only I can pass out
"reading material" to individuals. (And when I do so, I
must have my face covered.)
Emily Niccolls
Please print out the bulletins
videoing sermon
that were attached to yester-
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day's email. If you print out your bulletins, you will be
able to enjoy a color design on the front cover.
4) We CANNOT have coffee/food fellowship after
church. Although you can invite a couple of friends to
your house if you so desire.
5) If you are sick or have been exposed to someone with
Covid-19 please stay at home. Remember each Sunday's
Sermon will be up on the church web page and Facebook page by late afternoon/early evening on Sunday
6) Offering plates (and communion trays and just about
everything else) cannot be passed among the congregation. There will be offering plates in the Narthex and
first pew in the sanctuary.
7) Staff must encourage proper hand sanitation.
Now for my personal instructions: When you come
to worship, we will have the front doors open.
(Eliminating one high touch area.) Communion will be
done differently. But we do not have to worry about that
until June 7. Please note, I will be firm about following
these guidelines. The county
and the state are easing up. I do
not want them to have to tighten
up again. For now, verbal greetings, a nod of the head or bow,
and other gestures that can be
done at six feet or more distance will have to suffice for
personal contact.—Blessings,
Special music by
Pastor Steve
Teense Willford

Ways to contact Pastor Steve
Normal drop-in office hours at Church are
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00
Meetings and Appointments at Any Time

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163,
Cell phone (510) 825-3721
srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com
Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk

