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As the month of February rolls around, many people 

begin to think about St. Valentine’s Day. They do not 

think so much about the saint, who became a martyr in 

270, but about love and what to buy for their significant 

other. I on the other hand, tend to remember an event that 

took place on Feb. 3,1943. 

In the early morning on that date, the Dorchester, a ci-

vilian ship converted to a troop transport ship, was sailing 

off the coast of Newfoundland. The ship’s captain had 

been warned of German U-boat activity and ordered the 

900 people on the ship to sleep dressed and wearing their 

life jackets. That order was ignored by many on board be-

cause the sleeping quarters were near the engine room and 

the heat made it uncomfortable. At 0055 on the above- 

mentioned date, a German U-boat spotted the Dorchester 

and fired three torpedoes. One of those torpedoes struck 

the Dorchester on the starboard side. The blast took out 

the entire electrical system of the ship.  The ship started 

taking on water and within 20 minutes was sunk. 

On that ship were four chaplains (all holding the rank of 
lieutenant): George L. Fox, Alexander D. Goode, Clark V. 
Poling and John P. Washington. In the confusion that en-

sued after the torpedo hit and the troops began the process 
of abandoning ship, these four men sprung into action. 
They started to hand out extra life jackets to those who did 
not have theirs because they disobeyed the order to wear 
their lifejacket. When there were no more extra lifejackets, 
the four chaplains handed their lifejackets to others who 
did not have one. One survivor told the story of realizing 
he forgot his gloves and started to go back to get his when 
one chaplain gave the soldier his own gloves, claiming 
they were an extra pair. 

These four chaplains literally went down with the ship. 

Jesus, in John 15:13 declared, “Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his friend”. These 

four chaplains demonstrated such a love. This month as all 

the talk about love hits the media, let us remember the 

love our Lord demonstrated on the cross.—Blessings, Pas-

tor Steve 

Sermon passages for month of February 
Feb. 5—2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

Feb. 12—Genesis 9:8-17       Feb. 19—Philemon (all) 

Feb. 22—Ash Wednesday: verses to be determined 

Feb. 26—1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

Pastor Steve recalls heroic efforts of the four Chaplains during WW II 

 

The required annual meeting of the congregation and 

corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Saratoga 

was held following worship service Sunday, Jan. 22. 

Members attending were presented with a copy of the 

2022 annual report. If you did not receive a copy of the 

annual report, you may pick one up at the church or for 

those out of the area who would appreciate a copy, contact 

the church office. We have the ability to send an E-copy of 

the document if you are so interested. 

The main activities of the meeting included presentation 

of the 2023 budget. The Session is presenting a balanced 

budget of $82,200 dollars. The congregation unanimously 

approved the recommend terms of call for Pastor Steve. 

The terms remain the same as 2022—salary of $36,000, 

use of the manse valued at $12,000 per year, pension and 

medical at $17,500, reimbursable expenses of $3,500; plus 

the terms of call include 30 days of vacation (including 4 

Sundays) and 14 days of study leave (including 2 Sun-

days). The reimbursable expenses, vacation and study 

leave are Presbytery of Wyoming required minimums. 

     The congregation acting as the corporation re-elected 

Dick Perue as president of the corporation and Ken Col-

lamer as vice-president. The secretary of the corporation is 

John Wickstrom by virtue of being the Stated Clerk of 

Session. The treasurer of corporation is Cindy Kessler by 

virtue of being the church treasurer.—staff report 

Required annual meeting of Church Congregation, Corporation held 

Pastor Steve Niccolls (far left) install officers (l to r) Alice Swanson, 
Session, Dani Ellis and Lori Erhart, Deacons, and Herman Strickland, 
far right, Session. Clerk of Session John Wickstrom, 2nd from right, 
witnesses the ceremony. 

Photo by Dick Perue 



 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers…  Part Three 
 

    We are finishing our discussion of the seventh beatitude by considering how it applies to the lives of Christians 
today.  
     First, we need to realize that there is NO true peace apart from a relationship with God.  Peace, as Jesus spoke of 

it, begins with reconciliation between each of us and God.  2 Corinthians 5:18 says: “All this is from God, who rec-

onciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation…”  Once we have a personal rela-

tionship with God, we are to be witnesses for Jesus Christ, sharing our faith with our friends (and any unsaved per-

sons we meet) that they too might be reconciled to God.  

     We are to share our testimony about how the Gospel has transformed our lives, encourage others to study Scrip-

ture for themselves, and to practice what we preach by living our lives based on Christian principles.  Thus we carry 

out the ministry of reconciliation [peacemaking] that God gave us.  Those who bring the message of God’s love and 

forgiveness to the world are the “peacemakers” whom Jesus called “children of God.” 

    Once a person has been reconciled with God through Christ, peacemaking enters a new dimension 

in our daily Christian lives.  We need to understand what peacemaking is not:  It is not ignoring a 

problem or conflict, hoping it will go away, or denying that a problem exists, or appeasing a bully.  

Such “non-confrontational” tactics may postpone the inevitable, but they also cause unresolved issues 

to grow and fester and allow resentment to take root.  

    To be a peacemaker requires one to take some action to promote good will, and this often involves 

“speaking the truth in love” [from Ephesians 4:15].  In our own clashes, we can be the first to extend 

an ‘olive branch’.  Or we can stand up for someone whom we see being bullied or taken advantage of 

in our family, our workplace, or in our community.  Furthermore, we can teach our children to resolve disagreements 

politely, considerately, and with compromise instead of using the same tactics that their antagonist is using.  The old 

adage is true:  “You draw more flies with honey than you do with vinegar”.   

    The most important ‘take-away’ from the seventh beatitude, I believe, is that the Cross of Christ is composed of 

two dimensions of peacemaking.  The ‘vertical’ or upright of the Cross represents peace between each individual per-

son and God.  Then, the ‘horizontal’ or crosspiece represents peace between individuals, believers as well as unbe-

lievers. Finally, note that the vertical is the more vital of the two pieces – without it, the crosspiece would simply lie 

on the ground.  The vertical must come first.  True peace begins with personal reconciliation with God.  If we are to 

be peacemakers, we must begin with ourselves and with others’ peace with God, and then move outward to promot-

ing peace amongst others.                   –Virginia Senne 

 

Two Session meetings were held in January. The first one 
took place prior to the worship service on Jan. 8 to approve 
Dani Ellis as a new member. The second meeting was the 
regularly called meeting on the 19th.   

A good part of the meeting was used for reviewing the 

final financial report for the 2022 year. (The church’s fiscal 

year is the same as the calendar year.) Included in the discus-

sion was a detailed discussion on the per capita. The per capi-

ta for 2023 is $45.68 per member. It was pointed out that 

many members either include the per capita in the regular 

giving (without a note that it is to include the per capita) or 

do not pay the per capita at all. Another point raised in the 

discussion is the fact that we have a significant number of 

members on our roll that currently attend other churches or 

are not living in the area. Pastor Steve will work with the 

membership committee to work on making our active roll 

reflect the current realties. During this discussion, Session 

was reminded that Session policy is any member who has 

attended worship during the past year or has made a financial 

contribution will remain on the active roll unless they request 

to be removed.  

Motions that were made and passed were: 1) to appoint 

John Wickstrom as Clerk of Session; 2) approve requested 

study leave time for Pastor Steve from April 16-22; 3) ap-

prove vacation time for Pastor Steve from May 12-21; 4)

approve the serving of Communion on the first Sunday of the 

month and on Maundy Thursday. 

Finally, the Session approved keeping the committee 

chairs the same and are: Building and Grounds—Ken Col-

lamer; Christian Education—Teense Willford; Congregation-

al Care—all members; Endowments—Ken Collamer; Evan-

gelism and Membership—Herman Strickland; Memorial 

Committee—Alice Swanson; Nominating Committee—

Teense Willford and Worship and Music—John Wickstrom. 

The Session also did an annual personnel review. Since it 

involved personnel issues, the details need to remain confi-

dential. 

The next Session meeting is Feb. 16 at 4:30 p.m.—
submitted by Pastor Steve Niccolls 

 

 

Prayer Chain No. is 326-3369 

Session accepts new member, appoints committees, sets budget for 2023 



 

Happy Valentine’s Day with Love & History 
 

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint Val-

entine, is celebrated annually on February 14. It originated as a Christian feast 

day honoring one or two early Christian martyrs named Saint Valentine and, 

through later folk traditions, has become a significant cultural, religious, and 

commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world. 

There are a number of martyrdom stories associated with various Valentines 

connected to February 14, including an account of the imprisonment of Saint 

Valentine of Rome for ministering to Christians persecuted under the Roman 

Empire in the third century. According to an 

early tradition, Saint Valentine restored sight 

to the blind daughter of his jailer. Numerous 

later additions to the legend have better relat-

ed it to the theme of love: an 18th-century 

embellishment to the legend claims he wrote 

the jailer's daughter a letter signed "Your 

Valentine" as a farewell before his execu-

tion; another tradition posts that Saint Valen-

tine performed weddings for Christian sol-

diers who were forbidden to marry. 

The 8th century Gelasian Sacramentary 
recorded the celebration of the Feast of Saint 
Valentine on February 14. The day became 
associated with romantic love in the 14th and 
15th centuries when notions of courtly love 
flourished, apparently by association with 
the "lovebirds" of early spring. In 18th-
century England, it grew into an occasion in which couples expressed their 
love for each other by presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and sending 
greeting cards (known as "valentines"). Valentine's Day symbols that are used 
today include the 
heart-shaped 
outline, doves, 
and the figure of 
the 
winged Cupid. 
Since the 19th 
century,—
submitted by Dick 
Perue, from the 
Internet 

 

Ways to contact Pastor Steve 
 

Normal drop-in office hours at Church are 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 - 12:00 

Meetings and Appointments at Any Time 
 

Office phone is 326-5337, Home phone 326-3163, 
Cell phone (510) 825-3721 

srniccolls@att.net or 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 
 

Or leave note on white board on office door or on desk 

 

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday: 

Adult Bible Study—8:15 a.m. 

Worship Service—9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship—10:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday: 
Prayer Shawl Ministry-9:30 a.m. 

 

Second Thursday of Month 
Presbyterian Women—1:30 p.m. 

 

Session meeting 2nd Thursday 

of month at 4:30 p.m. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Saratoga, Wyoming 
The Rev. Steven Niccolls, pastor 

Corner Third & Bridge Sts. 

PO Box 116, Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

www.saratoga-presbyterian.com 
 

Officers & Committees 
 

Session—Jean Bush, Ken Collamer,  

Herman Strickland, Alice Swanson, 

John Wickstrom, Teense Willford. 

Treasurer—Cindy Kessler 

Financial Sect.—Anne Wickstrom 

Clerk of Session—John Wickstrom 

Deacons—Susan Collamer, Carol Jo 

Jones, Dani Ellis, Lori Erhart, Vickie 

Stolns, Anne Wickstrom. 
 

Session Committees: 
 

Building /Grounds—Ken Collamer 

Christian Education—Teense Will-

ford 

Congregational Care—all church 

members 

Endowment—Ken Collamer 

Evangelism/Membership—Herman 

Strickland 

Memorial—Alice Swanson 

Nominating—Teense Willford 

Worship & Music—John Wickstrom 
 

Leaders: 
 

Adult Bible Study—Sonja Collamer 

Memorial Committee—Carol Jo 
Jones, Frances Kirby, Vickie Stolns, 
Alice Swanson 
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Barb John-
son, founder; Christine Wickstrom 
Presbyterian Women—Emily Nic-
colls, Frances Kirby 
Gather at the Table—Becky Strick-
land, Lori Erhart, Cindy Kessler, 
Dick Perue, Herman Strickland 
 

Prayer Chain—Sherry Parlow: 326-
3369 
Corporate Officers—Dick Perue, Ken 
Collamer, Cindy Kessler, John Wick-
strom 

“River’s Edge Echo”—Dick Perue 

editor 

Elders of the Saratoga Presbyterian Church welcome a new member, Dani  
Ellis, with a special “laying on the hands” ceremony held last month.—Photo 
by Dick Perue 



First Presbyterian Church 
of Saratoga 

P.O. Box 116—3rd & Bridge Sts. 
Saratoga, Wyo. 82331 
Ph. No. 307 326-5337 

e-mail: 1pcsaratoga@union-tel.com 

DEACONS'  DOINGS 
 

The Deacons met after worship on Sunday, Jan. 8, 

2023.   

Upon completion of their terms, we thanked outgoing 

members of the Deacons, Carlene Sjoden and Becky 

Strickland.  We will definitely miss their input at our 

meetings and all of their hard work.  We presented each 

with a small gift and a card.  We welcomed our new Dea-

cons Class of 2025 - Dani Ellis and Lori Erhart. We 

thanked them for answering their calls.  We are SO happy 

to have a full board again this year. 

We elected officers for 2023-2024.  Susan Collamer 

will be the Co-Moderator, along with Vickie Stolns as Co-

Moderator. Anne Wickstrom was elected to continue as 

Secretary/Treasurer/Reporter. The Bank of the West was 

designated as our official Bank. 

The Deacons will be hosting “Donut Sunday” after wor-

ship on Sunday, Jan. 29.  Lori will be in charge of getting 

the donuts and the Deacons will meet before worship that 

day to set up for Fellowship time. Any donations given 

that day will go to the Deacons’ treasury. 

We discussed some ideas we'd like to do for this year. 

Since we will have some members getting surgery and re-

hab., and some being out of town this Spring, we decided 

not to host community soup luncheons until the Fall hunt-

ing season this year. 

The Deacons will meet again after worship on Sunday, 

Feb. 12.  If anyone has suggestions for the Deacons to 

work on, please feel free to let one of us know. We are 

always open to new ideas!—submitted by Anne Wickstrom 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

     After a week’s lay-off, we will begin a study of the 

New Testament book of I Timothy. This book is one of 

the “Pastoral Letters” written by Paul after his imprison-

ment in Rome (c. A.D. 60-62) to Timothy in Ephesus and 

Titus in Crete. Paul had commissioned the two men to be 

his representatives to the Churches in these locations. 

    Paul wanted to instruct Timothy in 1 Timothy on how 

to deal with false teachings, the administration of the 

Church (public worship, qualifications for church officers) 

and dealing with different groups in the Church. 

    We are looking forward to continuing to learn about the 

experiences of Paul, Timothy and Titus as they grow the 

early Church. We would love to have you join us in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings at 8:15 beginning 

Jan. 29, 2023.—submitted by Sonja Collamer 
 

Next ‘Gather at the Table’  Feb. 6 
Come, eat, visit, and enjoy a complimentary meal and fel-

lowship as everyone is invited to “Gather at the Table” Mon-

day, Feb. 6, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Saratoga Presbyter-

ian Church Fellowship Hall. 

The sponsoring committee urges everyone—especially the 

hungry, lonely, depressed and tired of winter—to just show 

up with friends and family as there is no charge, no reserva-

tions, no preaching and no restrictions, Just food, fun and 

fellowship. 

Featured will be a menu of meat and vegetable kabobs, 

vegetable fried rice, bread, dessert and beverage, which was 

the menu to be served at the January gathering which was 

cancelled by bad weather.—submitted by Dick Perue 


